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EC's  Britt  Pados  '03 
is  on  a  mission  to 
change  the  way  the 
medical  establishment 
cares  for  the  1  in  4 
infants  who  struggle 
with  feeding. 
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Five  decades  of 
everybody's  favorite 
temporary  housing. 


MUST  BE  NICE! 

Gary  Gulman  '93  is 
taking  the  comedy 
world  by  storm. 


"  Lights,  G^era,  Action 


in  BC's  Endeavor  program  paid  a  January  visit  to  WGBH,  where  they  got 
a  clofe-u^  look  at  the  journalism  industry.  Endeavor,  an  annual  three-day  career 
preparedness  program  for  sophomore  and  junior  liberal  arts  students,  "is  a  space 
to  really  begin  to  understand  the  relationship  between  a  liberal  arts  degree  and 
careers,"  said  Director  of  Career  Education  and  Strategy  Rachel  Greenberg  M'03. 
"It's  about  learning  what  you're  good  at  and  what  brings  you  joy."  Endeavor 
includes  on-campus  networking  events,  panel  discussions,  and  workshops,  and 
culminates  in  career  treks  to  local  companies.  At  WGBH,  one  of  seventeen 
participating  workplaces,  students  heard  from  alumni  in  the  communications 
industry  and  learned  how  to  operate  newsroom  cameras.  —Jacqueline  Tempera 
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One  in  four  infants  and  toddlers 
will  struggle  with  feeding,  a 
condition  that  leaves  many  par¬ 
ents  feeling  frustrated,  anxious, 
and  guilty.  Connell  School 
of  Nursing  Assistant  Professor 
Britt  Pados  is  on  a  mission 
to  help  pediatricians,  hospitals, 
and  specialists  improve  the 
way  they  identify  and  care  for 
these  vulnerable  children. 
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Mod  World 
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matching  Mod  sweats  to  mud 
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Modstock  concerts,  a  look 
back  at  fifty  years  of  everyone's 
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Only  269  people  in  the  world  have  ever 
passed  the  absurdly  difficult  test  to  become 
a  master  sommelier.  Brahm  Callahan  MA'09 
is  one  of  them. 
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Power  Play 

I  attended  Boston  College  from  1968 
to  1 972  in  the  nursing  program.  1  have 
always  appreciated  the  education  that  1 
received  there.  When  my  children  were 
considering  attending  Boston  College,  I 
related  stories  of  women  not  allowed  in 
campus  dorms  nor  having  the  same  meal 
offerings  while  paying  the  same  tuition. 

So,  after  reading  this  wonderful  article, 

1  can  truly  appreciate  the  struggles  the 
women  had  in  attempting  to  have  the  same 
consideration  as  the  men.  Good  for  you  in 
forging  on  to  have  yoiu  team.  Your  good 
fight  laid  the  groundwork  for  great  teams! 
Thank  you! 

Cynthia  Curran  72,  P’99,  ’08 

Sleepy  Hollow,  NY. 


Love  this  story.  It  is  so  typical  of  BC  his¬ 
tory.  Everything  started  somewhere  and 
required  someone(s)  to  have  the  passion 
and  perseverance  to  start  it.  It  will  become 
part  of  the  reading  for  my  course  on  BC 
history  this  spring. 

/.  Joseph  Burns 

Associate  Vice  Provost  for  Undergraduate 
Academic  Affairs 
Boston  College 

Your  recent  “Power  Play”  article  was  out¬ 
standing.  The  story  was  amazing  in  its 
own  right.  On  top  of  that,  the  photos 
were  classic  hits  of  hockey  history:  play¬ 
ing  in  figure  skates  and  sweatpants,  wood 
sticks,  old  leather  goahe  pads,  hockey 
skates  with  metal  posts  instead  of  Tuuks, 
etc.  If  you  have  any  way  of  conveying  a 
message  to  yoiu  interviewees,  please 
teU  them  I  said,  “Those  girls  rock!” 
They’re  true  pioneers,  and  they  deserve 
the  recognition. 

John  E.  Sullivan  III  ’80 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio 

I  rememher  Snooks  Kelley  as  more  than 
the  legendary  BC  men’s  hockey  coach  who 
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helped  launch  the  women’s  team  in  the 
’70s.  Mr.  Kelley  was  our  weU-hked  social 
studies  teacher  when  1  was  a  sophomore 
at  Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School  in 
1952.  Thanks  to  dedicated  women,  Title 
IX,  and  the  support  of  hroad -minded 
males  like  Snooks  Kelley,  BC  today  enjoys 
numerous  award-winning,  varsity-level 
women’s  teams. 

Boston  College  women’s  sports  have 
come  a  long  way  from  my  first  year  at 
BC  in  1954.  Before  the  Campion  School 
of  Ed  opened  in  1955  with  a  gym,  our 
classes  were  held  in  Gasson  HaU  and  we 
women,  in  our  emharrassing  gym  uni¬ 
forms,  had  to  hike  up  Manet  Street  to  the 
Mt.  Alvernia  Academy’s  gym  for 
our  required  physical  education  classes 
(in  sunshine,  rain,  or  snow).  Thanks, 
Snooks.  RIP. 

Marian  Bernardini  DeLollis  ’58,  P’88 

Peabody,  Mass. 

Thank  you  for  Jacqueline  Tempera’s  thrill¬ 
ing  piece  on  the  origin  story  of  the  BC 
women’s  hockey  team.  The  voices  of  the 
women  inspired  me  to  laughter  and  tears. 

I  hope  the  author  writes  the  hook.  I  hope 
I  get  to  see  the  movie.  The  possibilities 
for  these  women  and  their  story  are  tre¬ 
mendous.  TeU  us  more.  Keep  letting  those 

Nona  Fienberg 

Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

Loved  reading  this  article  and  learning 
about  the  history  of  the  team.  Thank  you, 
Reenie  [Baker  ’78] !  I  could  relate  to  a  lot 
of  this  . . .  seeing  a  poster  on  campus  invit¬ 
ing  girls  to  try  out,  not  having  hockey 
skills  but  getting  better  each  year  thanks 
to  a  good  coach,  traveling  to  play  Colby 
and  other  varsity  teams  while  we  were  still 
a  club  team,  and  especially  enjoying  the 
camaraderie  of  my  teammates.  Loved  play¬ 
ing  for  BC! 

Debbie  Phillips  ’89 

FrankUn,  Mass. 


PULSE  at  50 

To  say  the  PULSE  program  had  an  indel¬ 
ible  influence  on  my  hfe  would  be  an 
understatement.  As  a  four-year  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  program  over  twenty-five 
years  ago,  both  as  a  PULSE  student  and 
a  two-year  Council  Member,  I  can  see 
how  that  experience  of  service  and  being 
steeped  in  the  program’s  ideology  made 

In  my  daily  professional  work  as  a 
nonprofit  leader  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area,  I  connect  resources,  people,  and 
ideas  to  help  low-income  students  get  an 
education  at  our  local  community  col¬ 
lege — an  education  that  for  most  happens 


against  aU  odds.  As  a  parent,  I  model  giv¬ 
ing  back  as  much  as  possible  and  see  my 
children  feel  great  joy  when  they  serve  (we 
just  spent  three  hours  at  the  local  food 
bank  during  our  hohday  break). 

Our  privilege  stems  mainly  from 
the  family  we  were  born  into.  Those  of 
us  with  that  privilege  owe  it  to  society 
to  share  it.  It  is  wonderful  to  know  that 
PULSE  is  stiU  teaching  BC  students  this 
fifty  years  later  in  the  hopes  that  they,  too, 
might  carry  it  forward. 

Sara  Marcellino  ’93 
Albany,  Calif. 

Such  a  transformative  experience.  Thanks 
to  everyone  who  makes  (and  has  made) 
PULSE  aU  that  it  is.  Congratulations  on 
fifty  years! 

Jess  Kelly  ’08,  MEd.’U,  via  Facebook 
Singapore 


The  Rebuilder 

Thank  you,  Liz  [McCartney  ’94],  for  aU 
your  efforts.  My  daughter  went  with  our 
church  to  help  rebuild  after  Hurricane 
Katrina.  The  devastation  was  catastrophic, 
even  several  years  after  the  hurricane 
struck.  That  experience  invoked  a  lot  of 
gratitude  in  the  group  of  young  teens, 
and  many  life  lessons  were  learned 
through  giving! 

Regina  Leonard  ’88,  via  Linkedin 
Westwood,  Mass. 

Panorama:  Good  Matured 

Kudos  to  all  involved  in  returning  the  Pine 
Tree  Preserve  to  pubhc  use.  Woidd  that  I 
were  stiU  a  student  at  Boston  College  to 
enhance  my  studies  with  a  stroll  through 
that  four-acre  site.  The  two-page  panora¬ 
ma  in  the  early  pages  of  the  Fall  2019  issue 


highhghting  the  natural  beauty  of  creation 
with  trees  along  the  walkway  captured  my 
attention.  The  photographic  scene  will 
continue  to  dehght  me  daily  in  its  special 
place  on  my  wall. 

Helen  T.Kock,MA’70 
Saint  Paul,  Minn. 
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Why  Is  This  Man  Smiling? 

With  his  HBO  comedy  special  The  Great  Depresh  and  a  new  book 
deal,  Gary  Gulman  '93  is  on  fire. 


By  John  Wolfson 


ary  Gulman  ’93  leaned  forward  and 
began  speaking  into  the  recorder. 
He’d  read  enough  lousy  celebrity  profiles 
to  know  exactly  how  they’re  supposed  to 
begin.  “This,”  he  declared,  “is  your  first 
paragraph:  Gulman  sipped  on  an  iced  venti 
Americano  in  a  personal  cup.  We  were  in 
a  bookstore  and  he  wore  a  Boston  College 
hoodie  and  a  schhibby  hat  that  covered  his 
unkempt  hair.” 

AH  of  this  was  true,  actually.  Lousy 
celebrity  profiles  do  start  this  way,  and 
Gulman,  whose  recent  HBO  comedy 
special  The  Great  Depresh  has  trans¬ 
formed  him,  at  last,  into  one  of  those 
decades-in-the-making  overnight  sen¬ 
sations,  was  indeed  wearing  a  maroon 
BC  hoodie  and  an  odd  mesh  hat.  It  was 
January  and  we  were  talking  in  a  Barnes 
&  Noble  in  Birrlington,  Massachusetts, 
a  location  picked  by  Gulman  because  it 
was  halfway,  more  or  less,  between  the 
BC  campus  and  Peabody,  where  he  was 
spending  the  night  with  his  mother. 

He  likes  to  stay  there  when  he’s  in  town 
for  shows.  There’s  a  lot  of  love,  he  said, 
even  though — as  anyone  who’s  seen 
the  HBO  special  can  tell  you — their  rela¬ 
tionship  is  “complicated.” 

When  1  became  editor  of  this  maga¬ 
zine,  1  couldn’t  wait  to  introduce  Guhnan 
to  the  members  of  the  BC  community 
who’d  yet  to  discover  his  comedy.  A 
little  more  than  a  year  later,  an  introduc¬ 
tion  is  no  longer  necessary.  The  Great 
Depresh,  which  powerfully — and  hilari¬ 
ously — details  Guhnan’s  hfelong  struggle 
with  acute  depression,  has  been  a  critical 
triumph  and,  more  gratifying  to  Gulman, 
has  been  celebrated  by  many  of  the  com¬ 
ics  he  admires.  He’d  spent  the  week  prior 
to  our  meeting  in  Los  Angeles,  negotiat¬ 
ing  with  Hollywood  executives  who  want 
to  do  a  movie,  and  he  had  just  signed  a 


deal  for  his  first  book.  Guhnan,  it’s  fair  to 
say,  is  red  hot. 

That’s  about  the  last  thing  he  expected 
to  be  three  years  ago.  At  that  point,  his 
depression  had  become  so  severe  that 
he’d  moved  back  in  with  his  mother. 
Guhnan  was  more  than  two  decades 
into  an  enviable  career  as  a  professional 
comic,  with  multiple  specials  and  late- 
night  TV  appearances  to  his  credit,  yet 
just  getting  out  of  bed  suddenly  quahfied 
as  a  successful  day. 

Guhnan’s  battles  with  depression  go 
back  to  childhood,  and  may  be  hereditary. 
“My  father  was  actually  born  in  a  mental 
institution,”  he  said.  “It  was  hke  a  family 
secret.  1  didn’t  find  out  until  my  twenties.” 
His  paternal  grandmother,  meanwhile, 
had  bipolar  disease,  and  then  there  was 
this  other  family  member — “1  don’t  know 
if  he  would  be  considered  depressed,” 
Guhnan  deadpanned.  “He  was  more 
criminal.  He  dealt  in  stolen  merchandise, 
stereos  and  TVs.” 

Growing  up  in  Peabody,  Guhnan 
was  big  and  athletic, 
but  he  preferred  to 
read,  draw,  and  play 
with  stuffed  animals. 

Sports  were  fun, 
but  he  dreaded  the 
accompanying  macho 
culture.  StiU,  the  high 
school  football  coach 
convinced  him  to  join 
the  team.  At  6-foot-6 
and  more  than  250 
pounds,  he  was  so 
dominant  that  BC 
offered  him  a  football 
scholarship.  When  Guhnan  attended  his 
first  Eagles  practice,  however,  he  discov¬ 
ered  that  his  teammates  were  even  big¬ 
ger  and  stronger  than  he  was,  and  they 


didn’t  keep  a  secret  blankie  in  their  dorm 
rooms.  “1  snuck  it  around,”  Guhnan  said 
of  the  security  blanket  that  he  stiU  has.  “1 
kept  it  hidden.” 

So  Guhnan  never  made  it  as  a  football 
player,  but  bis  brush  with  the  team  proved 
pivotal.  Through  it,  he  began  seeing 
the  BC  therapist  Thomas  McGuinness. 
“Therapy  was  a  revelation,”  Guhnan  said. 
“If  1  had  only  been  able  to  go  one  time, 
it  would’ve  changed  me.  But  1  saw  him 
every  week  for  four  years.  Then  1  went  to 
him  privately  for  another  year  or  two 
after  graduation.” 

Guhnan  started  writing  comedy  when 
he  was  a  sophomore.  He  had  plenty  of 
success  through  the  years — ^he  was  a  two- 
time  finahst  on  the  Last  Comic  Standing 
reahty  show — ^but  he  continued  to  strug¬ 
gle  with  depression.  In  The  Great  Depresh, 
he  describes  an  aU-but-unbearable 
despair  that  culminated  with  the  move 
back  into  his  mother’s  house.  Eventually, 
he  checked  into  a  mental-health  facil¬ 
ity  where  he  received  electroconvulsive 
therapy,  which  he  credits  with  helping 
to  turn  his  hfe  around.  He  stiU  sees  his 
therapist  and  takes  his  meds.  “1  am  consis¬ 
tently  healthy  for  the  first  since  October 
of  2017,”  he  said.  “It’s  the  longest  stretch 
I’ve  had  in  my  adult  hfe.” 

Guhnan  continues  to  kUl  it  with  audi¬ 
ences,  hut  these  days  he’s  also  making  a 
concerted  effort  to  help  everyone  from 
aspiring  comics  to  people  Uving  with 

agonizing  mental  illness. 
He  tweeted  out  a  differ¬ 
ent  comedy  tip  for  each 
day  of  20 1 9,  for  instance, 
and  makes  a  point  after 
each  performance  to 
meet  fans  who  want 
to  say  heUo.  Many  of 
them,  he  said,  are  reaUy 
struggUng.  “1  forget 
which  reUgion  talks 
about  this,  but  you  save 
one  hfe,  you  save  the 
world,”  he  said.  “And  1 
feel  hke  maybe  this  can 
help  save  more  than  one  hfe.  So  1  feel 
reaUy,  reaUy  grateful  for  that.”  ■ 

Share  your  thoughts:  bcm(g)bc.edu 


#CulManTip 

I've  heard  people  advise 
comedians  "Stay  in  your 
lane!"  Solid  advice,  if  your 
aim  is  to  stagnate  and 
not  challenge  your  limits. 
If  you  want  to  evolve  as 
an  artist  and  human  then 
ignore  that  nonsense.  Try. 
Fail.  Try  again.  Crow. 
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Campus  digest  „ 


Happenings  from  around  Boston  College 


Boston  College  is  a  new  member  of 
QuestBridge,  a  nonprofit  that  matches 
high-achieving,  low-income  students 
with  forty-two  top-ranked  colleges  and 
imiversities  throughout  the  country.  “This 
partnership  will  enhance  EC’s  ahdity  to 
identify  and  eirroU  gifted  students  from  a 
wide  range  of  communities,”  said  Director 
of  Undergraduate  Admission  Grant 
Gossehn.  “For  many  low-income  students, 
access  to  highly  selective  institutions 
such  as  Boston  College  has  often  seemed 
imattainahle.  QuestBridge  has  changed 
that.”  To  he  eligible  for  the  program,  stu¬ 
dents  must  have  an  SAT  score  over  1310 
or  an  ACT  score  over  28,  and  come  from 
a  family  earning  less  than  $65,000  per 
year.  Students  selected  through  the  match¬ 
ing  program,  a  hinding  early  decision  plan, 
will  have  their  education  fuUy  funded 
for  four  years.  In  2019,  more  than  2,000 
students  were  admitted  to  ehte  schools — 
including  Amherst,  Wdhams,  Duke, 
Stanford,  and  Yale — ^via  QuestBridge. 


BC  Safe  is  a  new  mobile  app  that  includes 
bus  schedules  and  weather  alerts.  The 
app  also  allows  for  real-time  location 
tracking,  so  users  can  authorize  a 
friend  or  family  member  to 
monitor  their  walks  and  alert 
authorities  if  necessary.  It’s 
available  for  download  on  both 
Apple  and  Android  phones. 


The  Boston  College  Club  Figure 
Skating  Team  took  first  place  in  both  the 
Boston  Synchronized  Skating  Classic,  in 
November,  and  the  Eastern  Synchronized 
Skating  Sectional  Championships,  in 
January.  The  squad  swizzled  and  spun  to 
music  from  the  soundtrack  of  the  2013 
movie  The  Great  Gatsby. 


The  2019  Sustainable  Campus  Index 
report  from  the  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Sustainabdity  in  Higher 
Education  recognized  Boston  College 
with  a  Silver  rating  in  its  Sustainabihty, 
Tracking,  Assessment  and  Rating 
System  (STARS)  program.  EC’s  “Social 
Justice  Through  Hydroponics”  project, 
which  teaches  Boston-area  middle  and 
high  schoolers  how  to  grow  vegetables 
without  soil  and  then  sell  their  crops 
at  local  farmers’  markets,  was  highhghted 
in  the  report  as  an  “innovative  and  high- 
impact”  initiative. 


Bruce  Springsteen  rocked  out  at  the 

iconic  Stone  Pony  in  Asbury  Park,  New 
Jersey,  in  November  to  raise  money 
for  need-based  financial  aid  at 


Boston  College.  The  Boss  played 
a  private  two -hour,  twenty-two- 
song  show  on  behalf  of  the 
university,  according  to 
Backstreets  magazine. 
Springsteen’s  son  Evan 
James  Springsteen 
graduated  from  BC 
in  2012. 


Allison  Adair,  a  professor  ofEnghsh,  won 
the  Max  Ritvo  Poetry  Prize  for  her  manu¬ 
script  The  Clearing. 
Competition  judge 
Henri  Cole  described 
Adair’s  writing  as 
“a  lush,  lyrical  book 
about  a  world  where 
women  are  meant 
to  carry  things  to 
safety  and  men  leave  decisively.”  Adair  will 
receive  $10,000  and  her  work  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  Milkweed  Editions  in  June  2020. 


Boston  College  Law  School  Dean 
Vincent  D.  Rougeau  was  named 
president-elect  of  the  Association  of 
American  Law  Schools  at  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  annual  meeting  in  January. 

Rougeau,  who  has  been  dean  since  2011, 
will  become  the  third  BC  Law  dean  to 
serve  as  AALS  president,  joining  Richard 
Huber  and  John  Garvey. 

El  Mundo's  2019  Latino  30  Under  30 

hst  included  three  members  of  the  BC 
community:  Maria  Pineros-Leano,  an 
assistant  professor  of  social  work; 

Oscar  Zepeda,  a  Woods  College  of 
Advancing  Studies  graduate  student; 
and  AntoneUi  Mejia  ’14. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

Neil  Wolfman,  a  professor  of  the  practice 
in  the  Chemistry  Department  who 

earned  teaching 
awards  from  two 
Boston  College 
honor  societies, 
died  in  January. 

He  was  66. 

Wolfman  had  been 
on  medical  leave 
for  most  of  the  past  year  after  being 
diagnosed  with  cancer.  “1  feel  like  my  job 
here  is  to  enable  the  success  of  as  many 
kids  as  possible,  however  they  define 
success,”  Wolfman  said  in  a  2014  inter¬ 
view  with  The  Heights.  “1  can  get  no 
greater  satisfaction  than  that.”  The 
Wolfman  family  requests  that  pictures 
and  fond  memories  of  Ned  be  sent  to 
neilwolfmanlegacy@gmail.com. 

Jeanne  Harley  Cuillemin,  a  medical 
anthropologist  and  former  professor  of 
sociology  at  Boston  College  who  helped 
bring  to  fight  the  untold  story  of  a  deadly 
anthrax  outbreak  in  the  8oviet  Union,  died 
in  November.  8he  was  76. 

— Jacqueline  Tempera 


Education  for  the 
Incarcerated 

Thanks  to  a  new  BC  program,  inmates  at  a  Massachusetts  state  prison 
are  returning  to  the  classroom— as  Eagles. 

By  Alix  Hackett 


A  week  after  classes  began  for 

more  than  9,000  Boston  College 
undergraduates  last  fall,  a  smaller  group 
of  new  students  began  their  own  BC 
journeys.  The  sixteen  incarcerated  men, 
housed  at  the  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institution  in  Shirley,  Massachusetts, 
became  the  first  participants  in  Boston 
College’s  Prison  Education  Program 
(BCPEP),  which  brings  col¬ 
lege-level  hberal  arts  courses 
to  inmates.  Launched  with 
the  support  of  an  anonymous 
donor,  the  program  is  part  of 
a  network  of  education  pro¬ 
grams  affihated  with  the  Bard 
Prison  Initiative. 

Course  offerings  include 
philosophy,  algebra,  and 
writing,  all  taught  by  Boston 
College  instructors  and  based 
on  curricula  taught  to  tra¬ 
ditional  BC  students.  Each 
course  is  worth  three  college 

Within  MCI,  competition 
to  participate  in  the  program’s 
inaugural  semester  was  fierce, 
said  Program  Director  Isabel 
Lane.  Nearly  100  inmates 
signed  up  to  take  the  admis¬ 
sion  exam,  and  forty-five 
finahsts  interviewed  for  seats 
in  the  classroom.  Applicants 
were  judged  on  “promise,  pas¬ 
sion,  and  intellectual  curios¬ 
ity,”  Lane  said.  “Ultimately 
what  that  results  in  is  a  really 
interesting  mix  of  people,”  she 
said.  “For  some  it’s  been  years 
since  they’ve  been  in  a  class¬ 


room,  while  others  have  just  taken  a  math 
class  several  months  ago.” 

Recent  years  have  seen  a  rise  in  prison 
education  programs,  with  support  com¬ 
ing  from  both  sides  of  the  political  aisle.  A 
just-released  documentary  series  by  Ken 
Burns  and  Lynn  Novick,  College  Behind 
Bars,  sbines  a  spothght  on  the  Bard 
Prison  Initiative  and  the  power  of  higher 


education  to  combat  America’s  “criminal 
justice  crisis.” 

To  Provost  and  Dean  of  Faculties 
David  Quigley,  a  formal  prison  education 
program  is  a  natural  extension  of  BC’s 
Jesuit,  Cathohc  tradition.  “If  you  study 
the  history  of  the  Jesuits,  there’s  so  much 
evidence  of  remarkable  work  being  done 
in  prison  settings,”  Quigley  explained. 
“Some  of  the  most  inspiring  Jesuits  I’ve  met 
around  the  world  and  on  the  BC  campus 
are  men  who  are  hving  out  their  vocation 
working  with  the  incarcerated.” 

The  University  intends  to  grow  the 
program.  Courses  in  history,  theology, 
and  hterature  are  new  this  spring,  and 
BCPEP  plans  to  admit  a  second  cohort  of 
students  next  fall.  Quigley  hopes  that  the 
program  will  be  fuUy  accredited  witbin  a 
few  years,  allowing  MCI  students  to  earn 
a  Boston  College  diploma.  “Our  goal  is  to 
make  this  program  not  just  a  few  classes  or 
a  few  discrete  experiences,”  he 
said.  “We  want  it  to  be 
a  degree  program.” 

So  far,  that  level  of  commit¬ 
ment  has  been  matched  by  MCI 
students.  “When  the  door  closes 
and  your  class  starts,  it’s  not 
MCI  Shirley,  it’s  Boston 
College,”  Lane  said. 

Excitement  has  also  been 
growing  among  BC  faculty, 
including  Assistant  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Philosophy 
Cherie  McGill,  who  teaches  the 
program’s  Intro  to  Philosophy 
class.  Bringing  the  educational 
opportunities  of  BC  to  students 
normally  excluded  from  higher 
education  is  gratifying  work  that 
serves  the  common  good,  she 
said.  “Education  has  the  power 
to  reshape  a  hfe,  and  with  that 
comes  the  potential  for  our 
graduates  to  contribute  great 
value  to  their  communities,” 
McGill  said.  “These  students 
bring  such  talent  and  dedication 
to  their  work,  and  1  have  every 
expectation  that  they  will  go  on 
to  do  great  things.”  ■ 


Share  your  thoughts:  bcni(g)bc.edu 


Isabel  Lane,  program  director  of  Boston  College's  Prison  Education  Program. 


LINDEN  LANE 


Noonball:  A  Love  Story 

Broken  bones,  surgeries,  even  the  occasional  on-court  collapse— it's  all 
part  of  the  game  for  these  professors,  cleans,  priests,  and  star  athletes. 


By  Jacqueline  Tempera 

Noonball  is  the  most  competitive 
pickup  basketball  game  you’ve 
never  heard  of.  It’s  also  the  reason  that  an 
insanely  dedicated  group  of  Boston  College 
faculty,  staff,  and  assorted  guests  has  been 
scrambling  to  the  court  each  day  at  lunch¬ 
time  for  something  like  fifty  years. 

Why  the  rush?  The  game  starts  at  12 
p.m.  sharp  and  “only  the  first  ten  guys 
there  got  to  play,”  says  CarroU  School  of 
Management  Dean  Andy  Boynton  ’78,  who 
played  as  a  student.  “So  you  had  people 
running  on  the  court  half-dressed  from  all 
over  campus.  People  would  leave  meetings 
early.  1  wouldn’t  schedule  classes  for  that 
time.  This  was  an  appointment.” 

Boynton  was  part  of  what  Warren  Zola, 
the  unofficial  noonball  commissioner  and 
executive  director  of  BC’s  Chief  Executives 
Club,  calls  the  “congregation  of  idiots”  who 
descended  for  years  on  the  Plex  and  today 
play  at  Conte  Forum — or  wherever  else 
they  can  find  a  court. 

The  participants  are  primarily  BC 
employees  and  students,  but  star  athletes 
such  as  Doug  Flutie  ’85,  Ray  AUen,  and 
Dana  Barros  ’89  have  been  known  to  take 
the  court.  After  tip-off,  no  one  really  cares 
who  you  are.  “Nobody  wanted  to  be  the 
person  who  fouled  Flutie  or  pushed  him 
into  a  wall  and  he  got  injured — there’s  a 
recognition  of  that,”  Zola  says.  “But  if  he’s 
out  there  playing  with  us,  he’s  just  another 
guy  playing  pickup  basketball.”  The  game, 
in  other  words,  is  an  equalizer,  with  deans, 
vice  presidents,  pro  athletes,  and  the  occa¬ 
sional  Jesuit  priest  all  throwing  elhows. 

No  official  score  is  kept,  but  the  teams 
play  to  win.  Blood  is  shed.  “We  play  rough, 
but  we  don’t  play  mean,”  says  Law  School 
Professor  Kent  Greenfield.  The  game  has 
seen  broken  noses,  a  shattered  eye  socket, 
torn  ACLs,  sprained  ankles,  and  jammed 
fingers.  “1  got  clobbered  by  a  Jesuit  priest,” 
Michael  Malec,  a  retired  Boston  College 


sociology  professor,  says.  “He  plowed  into 
me  and  1  tore  my  meniscus.” 

Scott  Washburn  MA’87  played  for  years 
as  a  graduate  student  and  an  employee  in 
the  athletics  department.  Sidelined  after 
having  a  defibrillator  implanted  in  1 994,  he 
returned  to  the  court  as  soon  as  possible. 
When  his  heart  started  beating  too  fast  dur¬ 
ing  one  game,  a  shock  from  the  defibrillator 
sent  him  to  the  ground.  “It  felt  like  getting 
kicked  in  the  chest  by  a  mule,”  he  recalls. 

Noonball  gets  rough  enough  that  Zola’s 
wife,  Amy  Aulwes,  dreads  calls  at  1  p.m. — 
they  often  mean  Zola  is  on  his  way  to  St. 
Elizabeth’s  Medical  Center.  “I’ve  had  three 
surgeries  on  my  knee,  all  because  of  noon¬ 
ball,”  Zola  says.  “It  is  a  fair  trade.” 

The  game  has  also,  from  time  to  time, 
been  an  opportunity  for  the  Joes  to  display 
their  talents  against  the  pros.  Greenfield 
claims  to  have  once  taken  the  ball  away 
from  the  former  Boston  Celtics  stand¬ 
out  Ray  Allen — “1  call  it  the  great  steal,” 
Greenfield  says.  For  his  part,  A1  Skinner, 
the  former  coach  of  BC’s  men’s  basketball 
squad  (and  a  one-time  NBA  player  himself), 
insists  that  no  team  he  was  on  ever  lost  a 
game  of  noonball.  That  record  was  impor¬ 
tant  enough  to  him  that,  whenever  he’d 
catch  another  noonbaUer  practicing  after 
work,  “I’d  say,  uh-oh,  he’s  putting  extra 
time  to  get  his  shots  in,”  Skinner  says.  “I’m 
going  to  watch  out  for  him.” 

Over  the  decades,  noonball  has  meant 
a  lot  of  twisted  ankles  and  sore  muscles, 
but  to  those  who  play  in  it,  the  game  has 
meant  something  else,  too.  “Professionally, 
there  have  been  times  in  my  career  where 
I’ve  toyed  with  the  idea  of  going  somewhere 
else,”  Greenfield  says.  “Noonball  is  a  big 
part  of  the  reason  I’m  still  here.”  And  what 
about  Zola,  he  of  the  three  knee  surgeries? 
“When  1  retire.  I’ll  remember  1  was  a  part 
of  tbis  community,”  he  says.  “It’s  part  of  the 
fabric  of  this  institution.”  ■ 


Al  Skinner,  former  BC  men's 
basketball  coach;  Michael 
Malec,  retired  BC  sociology 
professor;  Carroll  School  of 
Management  Dean  Andy 
Boynton  '78;  Law  School 
Professor  Kent  Greenfield; 
and  Doug  Flutie  '85. 
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CLOCKwrsE  FROM  TOP  LEFT:  BC  students  work  on  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  site  in  Sumter,  South  Caroiina, 
in  2018;  an  Appa  singaiong  in  1981;  students  on  atrip  to  Monongaiia  County,  West  Virginia,  in  2018. 


Will  Break  for  Service 

It  takes  a  village  to  organize  the  long-running  Appa  Volunteers  program. 

By  Jacqueline  Tempera 


In  the  late  1970s,  Gregg  Cassin passed 
on  a  sunny  spring-break  sojourn  to 
Cabo  or  Cancun.  Instead,  driven  by  the 
desbe  to  help  others,  he  and  his  Boston 
CoUege  friends  piled  into  borrowed  vans 
and  set  off  for  Kentucky.  There,  they  vol¬ 
unteered  with  a  group  called  Glenmary 


Home  Missioners,  lending  a  hand  to  peo¬ 
ple  experiencing  poverty  in  Appalachia. 

“It  was  two  funky  vans  and  an  incred¬ 
ible  group  of  people,”  said  Cassin  ’80. 

He  could  not  have  imagined  that  his 
impromptu  service  trip  would  eventually 
become  Appalachian  Volunteers  (Appa 


for  short),  EC’s  largest  service -immersion 
program.  Over  four  decades,  Appa  has 
sent  thousands  of  students  around  the 
country  during  spring  break  to  work  with 
underprivileged  populations  in  Appalachia 
and  beyond,  from  restoring  greenhouses 
in  Virginia  to  building  homes  with  Habitat 
for  Humanity  in  New  Jersey. 

Today,  450  or  so  students  volunteer 
each  year  at  thirty-two  locations  across  the 
country.  That  presents  a  logistical  puzzle 
for  the  Office  of  Campus  Ministry,  which 
oversees  the  program,  and  a  twelve-person 
student  council.  Between  booking  buses 
and  flights,  raising  the  needed  $100,000, 
and  teaching  students  how  to  hsten  and 
respond  when  they  inevitably  witness 
hardship,  planning  Appa  is  a  months- 
long  endeavor.  It  starts  in  July  and  ends  in 
March,  when  students  head  into  the  field. 
At  that  point,  Kelly  Hughes,  the  campus 
minister  for  Appa,  and  Ryan  Heffernan, 
the  associate  director  for  Campus 
Ministry,  act  as  air  traffic  control.  “We 
stay  back  to  monitor  who  is  leaving,  who 
is  coming,  who  has  landed,  whose  bus  is 
delayed,”  Heffernan  said.  Or  “who  is  stuck 
in  a  ditch,”  Hughes  added,  with  a  laugh. 

What  sets  Appa  apart  from  other  ser¬ 
vice  programs  is  the  degree  to  which  it 
is  organized  by  students.  “I’m  just  at  the 
back  of  the  ship,  helping  them  to  stay  on 
track,”  Hughes  said.  At  the  hehn  this  year 
are  student  council  cochairs  Ryan  Baranko 
’20,  responsible  for  transportation;  Sophia 
Fox  ’20,  who  led  fundraising  efforts;  and 
Hailey  Kobza  ’20,  who  organized  biweekly 
educational  meetings  for  volunteers. 

Baranko  helped  select  this  year’s 
volunteer  locations  (his  group  is  going 
to  Ohio).  He  began  over  the  summer  by 
calling  scores  of  potential  sites,  includ¬ 
ing  forty-five  where  BC  students  have 
worked  previously.  Securing  the  locations 
is  “kind  of  hke  finding  the  perfect  date,”  he 
said.  “Each  site  is  different,  with  a  unique 
perspective.  Some  fit  better  than  others.” 
After  confirming  the  community  partners, 
he  turned  to  housing — students  usually 
bunk  in  church  basements  or  Boys  &  Girls 
Clubs.  Then  came  the  travel  arrangements. 
“We  had  to  figure  out  how  to  get  from 
point  A  to  point  B”  via  flights,  rented  vans, 
and  coach  buses,  Baranko  said. 


jrlesy  of  Kelly  Hughes 


With  the  plans  in  place,  it  was  time  to 
tag  in  Fox  and  her  team,  who  were  tasked 
with  raising  the  funds  to  pay  for  every¬ 
thing.  That  involved  making  fliers  and 
selling  reusable  water  bottles  and  flannels 
purchased  from  thrift  stores.  To  par¬ 
ticipate,  each  volunteer  must  raise  $300, 
which  primarily  involves  sohciting  dona¬ 
tions  by  mad. 

Meanwhile,  Kobza  and  her  crew  met 
with  volunteers  every  other  Sunday  from 
October  to  March  to  famiharize  them 
with  the  challenges  they’ll  encounter 
onsite.  This  year,  Kobza’s  curriculum  fea¬ 
tured  discussions  about  rural  and  urban 
poverty,  environmental  injustice,  health 
care,  and  diversity  and  inclusion.  “We 
really  don’t  want  people  to  go  into  these 
trips  blind,’’  she  said.  “You  run  the  risk  of 
saying  things  you  might  not  mean  because 
you  are  uninformed.” 

Being  on  the  Appa  council  can  feel  all- 
consuming  at  times:  The  students  attend 
weekly  leadership  meetings,  subcommittee 
get-togethers,  and  the  biweekly  Sunday 
learning  sessions,  all  while  managing 
schoolwork  and,  for  some,  working  part- 
time  jobs.  “When  1  go  to  bed  at  night  I’m 
thinking  of  Appa.  When  1  wake  up  in  the 
morning  I’m  thinking  of  Appa.  1  have 
dreams  about  Google  docs  and  Google 
slides,”  Fox  said.  “This  is  not  paid.  You’re 
doing  it  because  you  beheve  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  its  amazingly  motivated  people.” 

All  that  planning  shows,  said  Dot 
Harris,  a  volunteer  with  Gloucester 
County  Habitat  for  Humanity  in  New 
Jersey.  “We’ve  had  a  great  experience  with 
Boston  College  kids  coming,”  she  said.  “It 
energizes  our  volunteers  and  makes  a  big 
impact.”  Anthony  Isabella,  the  executive 
director  at  the  site,  said  he  gets  requests 
from  other  colleges  to  come  down,  but 
he’ll  accept  volunteers  only  from  BC. 
“There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  these  guys 
know  what  they’re  doing,”  he  said. 

As  for  Cassin,  he’s  proud  that  his 
long-ago  service  trip  has  inspired  so  many 
other  Appa  participants.  “1  care  that  it 
is  something  people  feel  is  important,”  he 
said.  “By  an  accident  of  the  universe  and  the 
work  of  smart  people,  it  stfll  exists.”  ■ 

Share  your  thoughts:  bcm@bc.edu 


Banking  on  Fintech 

As  the  managing  director  of  Eloan,  Mariel  Arraiza  '92  is  making 
waves  in  the  financial  industry. 

Over  her  two  decades  at 
Banco  Popular,  Puerto 
Rico’s  leading  bank,  Mariel 
Arraiza  ’92  has  run  the  cus¬ 
tomer  care  center,  overseen 
the  marketing  department, 
and  even  launched  the  insti¬ 
tution’s  first  social  media 
charmels.  But  it’s  Arraiza’s 
latest  role  at  the  financial 
giant  that  has  made  her  a 
star  in  the  fintech  world.  As 
the  managing  director  of 
Eloan,  an  online  financial- 
services  startup  under  the 
Banco  Popular  umbrella 
that  offers  unsecured  per¬ 
sonal  loans  to  a  growing 
market  throughout  the 
United  States,  Arraiza  was 
named  one  of  201 9’s  25 
Most  Innovative  Bankers  by 
Fintech  Americas. 

It  was  Arraiza’s  inno¬ 
vative  spirit  that  spurred 
her  to  create  the  bank’s 
Facebook  page  in  2009 
while  leading  the  marketing 
division,  after  much  inter¬ 
nal  debate.  Critics  were  crying  monopoly  at  the  time,  following  the  company’s  latest 
acquisitions.  Rather  than  ignore  the  detractors,  Arraiza  gave  them  space  to  post 
their  criticisms  on  the  bank’s  page.  “When  the  haters  would  write  on  our  channel, 
our  advocates  would  actually  shut  them  down,”  she  said.  “It  balanced  out  pretty  well, 
and  we  were  conveying  a  message  that  we  were  there  to  participate  and  to  be  part 
of  the  solution.” 

From  there.  Banco  Popular  selected  Arraiza  to  head  up  Eloan,  its  fintech  initiative. 
She  chose  to  launch  the  startup  by  offering  unsecured  personal  loans,  the  fastest- 
growing  financial  product  in  the  United  States.  “It’s  a  way  to  expand  our  operations 
and  diversify  beyond  our  geographic  limitations  in  Puerto  Rico,”  Arraiza  said.  The 
platform  allows  customers  to  apply  onhne  for  a  loan  of  up  to  $35,000 — all  without 
stepping  foot  in  a  bank. 

While  it’s  easy  to  imagine  miUennials  appreciating  that  convenience,  there’s 
another  market  segment  that  has  Arraiza’s  attention:  “At  Eloan,  we  are  focused  on 
the  household  as  an  entity,  and  we  know  that  women  are  important  decision  makers,” 
she  said.  “We’re  dedicated  to  uphfting  their  financial  well-being  and  accelerating  their 
career  advancement.”  ■ 


SPRING 
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Sports 


//  Highlights  from  Boston  College  athletics 


New  Eagles  Football  Coach* 


There’ll  be  a  new  leader  on  the  gridiron 
come  fall:  The  Boston  College  football 
team  recently  welcomed  the  former  Ohio 
State  University  co-defensive  coordinator 
Jeff  Hafley  as  its  new  head  coach. 

“Jeff’s  shown  throughout  his  coach¬ 
ing  career  he  is  a  tremendous  leader  with 
high  integrity  and  a  gift  for  teaching,” 
Director  of  Athletics  Martin  Jarmond  said 
of  Hafley ’s  hiring  as  the  new  Gregory  P. 
Barber  ’69  and  Family  Head  Coach.  “His 
passion,  leadership,  and  ability  to  recruit 
and  develop  student-athletes  make  him  the 
right  fit  to  lead  Boston  College  to  greater 
heights,  on  and  off  the  field.” 

A  finahst  for  the  Frank  Broyles  Award 
and  the  247Sports  Defensive  Coordinator 
of  the  Year,  Hafley  was  one  of  the  archi¬ 
tects  of  an  Ohio  State  Buckeye  defense  that 
ranked  first  nationally  in  yards  allowed  per 
play  and  red-zone  defense;  second  in  total 
defense  and  passing  yards  allowed;  and 
third  in  scoring  defense  and  sacks. 

“I  want  to  compete,  and  I  want  to  win. 

1  want  to  get  better,  and  1  want  this  to  be  a 
Top  25  program,”  Hafley  said  in  his  intro¬ 
duction  ceremony  at  BC.  “That’s  real.  That’s 
the  truth,  and  it  can  be.  I  want  there  to  be 
magical  moments  and 


like  you  guys 
have  seen  with 
Doug  [Flutie] 
and  Matt 
[Ryan].” 


Director  of  Athletics 
Martin  Jarmond,  left, 
and  Jeff  Hafley. 


Hafley  will  be  the  36th  head  coach  of 
Boston  College  football,  succeeding  Steve 
Addazio,  who  spent  seven  years  leading  the 
Eagles  before  he  was  let  go  in  December. 
Hafley  coached  eleven  seasons  in  col¬ 
legiate  football  (at  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute,  the  University  of  Albany,  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Rutgers 
University)  before  moving  to  the  NFL  in 
2012.  During  coaching  stints  with  the 
Tampa  Bay  Buccaneers,  Cleveland  Browns, 
and  San  Francisco  49ers,  he  built  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  turning  teams  around.  To  wit:  The 
49ers  ranked  27th  in  the  league  in  passing 
defense  in  201 5,  the  year  before  Hafley 
joined  the  team  as  defensive  backs  coach. 
Under  his  leadership,  the  passing  defense 
jumped  to  14th  in  2016  and  1 1th  in  2018. 
Similarly,  during  Hafley’s  one  season  at 
Ohio  State,  the  school  rocketed  from  72nd 


to  first  in  yards  allowed  per  play. 

A  native  of  Montvale,  New  Jersey, 
Hafley  played  four  seasons  as  a  wide 
receiver  at  Siena  College  from  1 997  to 
2000,  graduating  cum  laude  in  2001  with 
a  degree  in  history.  He  earned  his  master’s 
degree  from  Albany  in  2003,  and  comes 
to  Chestnut  HiU  with  his  wife,  Gina,  and 


two  daughters,  Hope  and  Leah.  ■ 

— Jacqueline  Tempera 


Field  Hockey 
Soars 

The  Boston  College  worn-  j 
en's  field  hockey  team 
completed  a  historic 
season,  earning  Its 
first  spot  In  an 
NCAA  Final  Four 
game.  Though 
the  Eagles  fell  to  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  In  the  semifinal 
round  in  November,  the  team  fin¬ 
ished  the  season  with  an  Impressive 
15-8  record  and  also  made  the  ACC 
championship  game.  Three  players 
were  named  to  the  2019  Longstreth/ 
National  Field  Hockey  Coaches 
Association  (NFHCA)  Division  I  All- 
American  First  Team,  the  most  in 
BC  history:  freshman  Margo  Carlin, 
junior  Fusine  Govaert,  and  senior 
Sarah  Dwyer.  Head  coach  Kelly 
Doton  and  assistant  coaches  Mark 
Foster,  Maggie  Reddecllff,  and  Jill 
Gambln,  meanwhile,  received  the 
2019  Spiideo/NFHCA  Division  I 
Coaching  Staff  of  the  Year  Award  for 
the  northeast  region. 


^...and  a  New  QB 

Another  fresh  face  on  the  field  this 
September  will  be  ex-Notre  Dame 
quarterback  Phil  Jurkovec,  who  has 
transferred  to  BC.  After  redshirt- 
ing  for  the  Fighting  Irish  in  2018, 
he  played  in  six  games  in  2019, 
completing  12  of  16  passes  for  222 
yards  and  two  touchdowns.  The 
NCAA  is  still  determining  whether 
to  approve  Jurkovec's  waiver  to 
become  immediately  eligible  with 
the  Eagles.  (Otherwise,  he'll  have 
to  sit  out  the  2020  season  per 
NCAA  regulations.) 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Pete  Prates 


Former  Boston  College  baseball 
captain  Pete  Prates  ’07,  whose 
heroic  battle  with  amyotrophic  lateral 
sclerosis  was  the  inspiration  for  the  Ice 
Bucket  Challenge  that  helped  raise  more 
than  $220  miUion  for  ALS  research, 
died  December  9  at  his  home  in  Beverly, 
Massachusetts.  He  was  34. 

“There  is  no  one  that  embodied 
the  spirit  of  Boston  College  more  than 
Pete  Prates,”  said  Martin  farmond. 


BC’s  Wdham  V.  Campbell  Director  of 
Athletics.  “He  was  a  special  person  who 
led  his  hfe  to  the  fullest,  and  1  am  just 
glad  1  had  the  honor  of  spending  time 
with  him.” 

Prates’s  many  accomphshments  both 
on  and  off  the  field  (including  setting 
the  modern  Eagles  record  with  eight 
RBls  in  a  game)  helped  estabhsh  his 
legacy  throughout  Boston.  Last  year. 
Mayor  Marty  Walsh  WC  AS  ’09  declared 
September  5  “Pete  Prates  Day,”  and  Phase 
11  of  BC’s  Harrington  Athletics  Village — a 
31,000-square-foot  indoor  baseball  and 
softball  facility — ^wiU  be  named  the  Pete 
Prates  Center. 

But  Prates’s  outsize  influence  and 
impact  reach  well  beyond  the  Heights. 

In  announcing  his  death,  the  Prates  fam¬ 


ily — ^which  includes  several  BC  alumni — 
described  bim  as  an  inspiration  to  people 
around  the  world  who  drew  strength  from 
his  courage  and  resihence:  “A  natural  born 
leader  and  the  ultimate  teammate,  Pete 
was  a  role  model  for  all,  especially  young 
athletes,  who  looked  up  to  him  for  his 
bravery  and  unwavering  positive  spirit  in 
the  face  of  adversity,”  the  family  wrote. 
“He  was  a  noble  fighter  who  inspired 
us  all  to  use  our  talents  and  strengths  in 
the  service  of  others ....  We  ask  that  you 
celebrate  Pete  and  the  hope  that  he  has 
given  to  so  many  hy  following  his  daily 
affirmation:  Be  passionate,  be  genuine,  be 
hard  working,  and  don’t  ever  be  afraid  to 
be  great.”  ■ 

Share  your  thoughts:  bcm(g)bc.edu 
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School  of  Theology  and  Ministry  Dean  Thomas  D.  Stegman,  SJ,  left,  and  Associate  Professor  of  the 
Practice  Rafael  Lucian!  photographed  in  Stegman's  office. 


Amazon,  a  consultative  process  that  distin¬ 
guished  the  synod.  To  discuss  what  these 
developments  tell  us  about  Francis’s  priori¬ 
ties  for  the  Church,  I  sat  down  with  School 
of  Theology  and  Ministry  Dean  Thomas  D. 
Stegman,  SJ,  and  Associate  Professor  of  the 
Practice  Rafael  Luciani,  a  theological  advi¬ 
sor  to  the  Latin  American  Bishops  Council 
(CELAM),  and  the  first  lay  to  he  appointed 
as  a  member  of  the  Theological  Team  of  the 
Latin  American  Conference  of  Religious 
Women  and  Men  (CLAR).  Luciani  was 
invited  to  participate  at  the  synod. 

Boston  College  Magazine:  Many  of  the 
pope’s  supporters  have  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  with  Francis’s  decision  on  viri 
probati,  or  ordaining  married  men.  Were 
you  surprised  by  the  apostohc  exhortation? 

Thomas  D.  Stegman,  SJ:  No,  Iwasnot 
surprised.  The  exhortation  certainly  reit¬ 
erates  the  need  for  the  local  church  (in 
this  case,  in  the  Amazon)  to  take  a  lead  in 
determining  pastoral  needs  and  how  to 
address  them.  The  media  attention  given 
to  the  issue  of  viri  probati — ^understand¬ 
able  as  that  is — ^was  out  of  proportion  to 
what  the  synod  as  a  whole  was  about. 


Pope  Francis’s  Vision 
for  the  Church 

A  conversation  about  the  pope's  goals  for  the  future. 

By  John  Wolfson 


An  apostohc  exhortation  written  by 
Pope  Francis  made  international 
headlines  in  February,  but  not  of  the  sort 
that  many  Francis  supporters  were  expect¬ 
ing.  Last  fall,  a  proposal  that  would  have 
authorized  certain  married  men  to  become 
priests  was  endorsed  at  the  closely  watched 
Synod  of  Bishops  on  the  Pan- Amazon 
region.  That  led  to  speculation  that  the 
pope  would  approve  the  measure,  but  he 
instead  rejected  it  in  his  apostolic  exhorta¬ 
tion.  The  decision  came  as  a  blow  to  some 


Francis  supporters,  who’d  seen  the  propos¬ 
al  as  a  natural  extension  of  the  boundary¬ 
pushing  synod  out  of  which  it  grew.  The 
assembly  was  organized  with  a  focus  on 
protecting  the  Amazon,  one  of  the  world’s 
most  ecologically  vital — and  endangered — 
areas,  and  on  emphasizing  economic  and 
environmental  justice.  The  synod’s  work¬ 
ing  document  was  the  result  of  a  two-year 
process  that  included  some  300  listening 
sessions  involving  nearly  90,000  people 
from  aU  walks  of  life  and  cultures  in  the 


Rafael  Luciani:  This  entire  synodal  pro¬ 
cess  has  to  be  read  as  a  move  toward  a 
recovery  of  a  locahzed  ecclesiology.  The 
most  important  thing  is  the  door  remains 
open  for  local  Churches  to  “discern  and 
make  the  pastoral  decision”  according  to 
“what  the  code  of  canon  law  aheady  estab- 
hshes”  in  relation  to  this  issue,  from  the 
request  made  by  a  local  bishop.  The  code 
provides  the  procedure  by  which  bishops 
can  discern  the  needs  of  the  communities 
and,  based  on  those  needs,  inquire  about 
the  possibility  of  ordaining  married  men, 
as  well  as  orienting  the  diaconate  toward 
the  communities’  sacramental  needs. 

BCM:  Pope  Francis  has  said  that  the 
Church  should  become  more  synodal  in  its 
workings.  What  does  that  mean? 

TS:  1  think  what  the  pope  is  saying  is  that 
it’s  not  just  a  matter  of  having  synods 
as  events.  It’s  about  synodahty  as  a  way 
of  being  the  Church — bringing  people 


together  to  listen.  Francis,  who  is  a  Jesuit, 
has  shown  a  commitment  to  consulting 
broadly,  to  taking  very  seriously  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Spirit  in  all  elements  of  the 
Church.  In  short,  we  need  to  he  hstening, 
especially  to  people  on  the  margins,  people 
who  don’t  always  get  hstened  to. 

BCM:  Are  the  decisions  in  the  apostolic 
exhortation  consistent  with  the  synodal 
approach? 

TS:  A  careful  reading  of  the  exhortation 
makes  clear  that  engaged  hstening  is  being 
taken  seriously. 

RL:  Francis’s  chaUenge  to  us  is,  not  only 
are  we  hstening,  but  who  should  we  be  hs¬ 
tening  to?  Normahy  the  synods  are  made 
from  the  consultation  of  the  bishops  and 
that’s  ah.  In  this  one,  Francis  included 
indigenous  people  and  lay  people,  includ¬ 
ing  women  lay  and  women  rehgious.  The 
church  was  always  distant  from  these  peo¬ 
ple,  and  now  with  Francis  it’s  moving  for¬ 
ward  by  including  people  that  were  never 
imagined  to  participate  in  these  processes. 
At  the  synod,  you  had  at  a  table,  working 
together,  an  indigenous  person,  a  bishop,  a 
lay  woman,  a  lay  man,  a  priest. 

BCM:  You’ve  each  spoken  about  the 
emphasis  that  Pope  Francis  puts  on  hsten¬ 
ing.  How  does  that  relate  to  his  priorities 
for  the  Church? 

TS:  In  both  Greek,  which  is  the  language 
of  the  New  Testament,  and  Latin,  there’s 
a  strong  relationship  between  the  words 
for  “hearing”  and  “obeying.”  In  Greek, 
akoud  means  “to  hear,”  and  hypakoud  is 
“to  obey.”  In  Latin,  audire  means  “to  hear,” 
and  ohoedire  is  “to  obey.”  In  the  context 
of  synod,  we’re  talking  about  hearing  and 
obeying  God,  and  how  the  Spirit  is  lead¬ 
ing  us.  Discernment  is  only  possible  when 
there’s  a  hstening  that  is  so  profound  that 
it’s  not  just  hearing  the  words,  it’s  sifting 
through  them  to  discern  what  is  truth, 
to  try  to  hear  how  God  is  leading  us,  and 
letting  that  word  take  root  in  us  and  trans¬ 
form  who  we  are.  There’s  a  humihty  that 
we’re  caUed  to — I  could  be  surprised  by 
who  has  something  to  teach  me. 


RL:  During  his  first  year  as  pope,  Francis 
said  in  an  interview  that  Pedro  Arrupe 
[the  late  Spanish  Basque  Jesuit  and  for¬ 
mer  superior  general  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus]  influenced  him  and  his  hfe.  In  that 
interview,  he  also  referred  to  cultures  and 
“enculturation,”  which  was  a  word  that 
Arrupe  created.  It  didn’t  exist  in  Spanish. 
Arrupe  said,  “To  enculturate  means  to 
go  into  the  hfe  of  the  people,  and  you 
will  be  shocked  because  you  have  to  start 
your  own  hfe  from  zero,  re-creating  ah 
you  have  learned.”  Another  of  the  pope’s 
sources,  the  Aparecida — the  concluding 
document  of  the  fifth  Conference  of  Latin 
American  Bishops,  and  a  guiding  docu¬ 
ment  for  Francis’s  magisterium — includes 


There  will  always  be 
tension  between  where 
the  Spirit  is  leading  us 
and  the  force  of  long- 
established  traditions. 


the  word  “missionary-disciple,”  using 
a  hyphen  to  make  those  two  words  just 
one.  It’s  a  circularity.  It’s  to  say.  I’m  not  at 
one  point  a  missionary  and  another  point  a 
disciple.  I  have  to  be  always  the  missionary- 
disciple,  disciple-missionary — listening, 
learning,  changing.  So  I  just  love  one  thing 
that  Francis  repeats  on  almost  every  trip: 
“The  same  way  we  listen  to  God,  our  father, 
should  be  the  same  way  we  hsten  to  the 
people,  especially  the  poor.”  That’s  beautiful 
because  it’s  not  that  we  listen  first  to  God 
and  then  we  listen  to  the  people — ^by  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  people,  we  are  listening  to  God. 

BCM:  The  decision  regarding  married 
priests  got  most  of  the  attention,  but  the 
issues  of  economic  and  environmental  jus¬ 
tice  seem  especially  notable  for  the  synod. 
Why  are  they  important  to  the  Church? 

TS:  It’s  important  to  appreciate  why  the 
Amazon  was  chosen  for  the  synod.  The 
pope  has  named  environmental  degrada¬ 
tion  as  the  greatest  crisis  facing  not  only 


the  Church,  but  everyone  in  the  world 
today.  He’s  made  the  case  that  this  issue  is 
also  tied  to  economic  questions  and  justice 
issues.  The  poor  are  the  ones  who  most 
suffer  the  consequences  of  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  to  the  environment.  Some  of  us  in 
North  America  and  Europe  can  feel  threat¬ 
ened,  because  Francis  is  calling  for  real 
changes.  He’s  asking  us  to  think  through 
the  imphcations  of  how  we’re  hving,  how 
our  economy  works,  the  cost  it  exacts  on 
people  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  That 
makes  some  folks  uncomfortable. 

BCM:  Of  course  change  is  never  easy. 

To  what  degree  does  that  help  to  explain 
the  pope’s  decisions  in  the  apostohc 
exhortation? 

TS:  There  will  always  be  a  tension 
between,  on  the  one  hand,  discerning 
where  the  Spirit  is  leading  us  into  the 
future  and,  on  the  other  hand,  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  force  of  long-established 
traditions.  There  is  a  reason  the  Cathohc 
Church  has  a  strong  sense  of  its  identity, 
as  two  millennia  of  tradition  has  helped 
to  establish  and  strengthen  that  identity. 

A  challenge  is  being  open  to  how  the 
Spirit  might  be  caUing  us  in  new  times 
and  circumstances,  yet  in  continuity  with 
who  and  what  we  have  been.  I  think  Pope 
Francis’s  exhortation  reflects  that  tension. 

BCM:  Which  raises  the  question  of  just 
how  much  Pope  Francis’s  call  to  listen  to  all 
people,  from  all  across  the  world,  is  truly 
shaping  the  future  of  the  church.  Are  these 
changes  in  approach  permanent,  or  might 
the  popes  who  follow  him  reverse  course? 

RL:  Karl  Rahner,  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  Jesuits  and  among  the  two  or  three 
most  important  theologians  of  the  20th 
century,  came  to  the  Weston  School 
of  Theology  in  the  early  1970s  and 
gave  a  lecture  called  the  “Fundamental 
Interpretation  of  the  Council.”  And  he  said 
then  that  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  move  toward  a  world  church. 
Francis  does  what  he  can  do,  but  we’re  stiU 
at  the  beginning  of  the  real  beginning.  ■ 

Share  your  thoughts:  bcm(g)bc.edu 
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By  Molly  McDonough 

esame  Street  premiered  in  1969,  just 
in  time  for  a  young  Ed  Valentine  ’92 
to  tune  in.  “I  was  in  the  first  wave  of  kids 
who  watched  it,”  he  said  recently.  “It  was  the 
show  that  taught  me  how  to  read  and  write.” 

The  series — ^which  turned  fifty  last 
year — made  such  an  impression  on  the 
young  Valentine  that  he  wound  up  writing 
for  it  decades  later.  In  his  nine -year  stint 
working  on  Sesame  Street,  Valentine  (who 
went  hy  Ed  Smith  while  at  BC;  Valentine  is 
a  pen  name)  created  beloved  episodes,  skits, 
and  songs.  He  was  also  a  story  editor  for 
Sesame  Workshop  teams  in  Afghanistan, 
India,  and  Bangladesh.  Valentine’s  Sesame 
Street  contrihutions  earned  him  four 
Daytime  Emmy  Awards  for  Outstanding 
Writing  in  a  Children’s  Series. 

Valentine’s  path  from  Sesame  Street 
watcher  to  writer  wasn’t  direct.  He  douhle- 
majored  in  theater  arts  and  English  at  BC, 


and  then  spent  several  years  as  an  elemen¬ 
tary  school  teacher  in  New  York.  Missing 
the  stage,  he  took  classes  at  Hunter  College 
under  playwright  Tina  Howe,  then  got  an 
MFA  in  dramatic  writing  from  NYU.  A 
chance  encounter  with  head  Sesame  Street 
writer  Lou  Berger — ^who  had  previously 
selected  Valentine’s  work  for  Hunter 
College’s  Irv  Zarkower  Award  for  prom¬ 
ising  plays — led  to  an  opportunity  for 
Valentine  to  pitch  ideas  to  the  show.  The 
Bert  and  Ernie  sketches  he  devised  won 
over  the  team,  and  he  soon  found  himself 
in  the  writers’  room. 

Valentine  vividly  remembers  the  first 
time  he  saw  the  set.  “It  was  extraordinary,” 
he  said.  “To  be  there  and  see  the  puppeteers. 
Big  Bird’s  nest,  Oscar’s  trashcan — many 
people  burst  into  tears  when  they  step  on 
the  street  for  the  first  time,  and  1  was  defi¬ 
nitely  one  of  them.” 


Though  Valentine  stiU  does  some  inter¬ 
national  work  with  Sesame  Workshop, 
he’s  moved  on  to  new  creative  endeavors. 
He  writes  for  other  kids’  shows,  acts,  and 
writes  plays.  Here,  Valentine  looks  back 
on  some  of  the  standout  Sesame  Street 
episodes  he  penned. 

"Sesame  Street-O-Saurus" 

(season  43,  EPISODE  14) 

Valentine’s  first  Sesame  Street  episode  aired 
during  a  STEM-focused  time  at  the  show. 
He  dreamed  up  a  storyline  that  features 
Grover  discovering  what  he  beheves  is  a 
set  of  dinosaur  fossils — ^but  ends  up  being 
just  a  pile  of  old  junk.  Valentine  scripted 
the  song  “Paleontologist  Calypso”  to  be 
performed  on  the  regular  set,  but  just 
before  filming,  the  team  built  a  special 
backdrop  that  included  muppet  paleon¬ 
tologists.  “1  was  hke,  wow,  this  is  even  bet¬ 
ter  than  what  1  wrote,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  great 
example  of  the  collaborative  way  television 
gets  made.” 

"Trashgiving  Day" 

(season  43,  EPISODE  24) 

Tasked  with  coming  up  with  a  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  theme,  Valentine  landed  on  a  hohday  for 
grouches,  replete  with  a  Macy’s -inspired 
parade  that  featured  a  giant  stink  bug  bal¬ 
loon.  How  the  show  and  its  characters 
treated  the  prickly  Oscar  the  Grouch  was 
especially  formative  for  Valentine:  “They 
love  him  not  despite  his  faults  but  because 
of  who  he  is.  Sesame  Street  was  a  vision  of 
an  integrated,  accepting,  and  loving  world.” 

"Grover  Does  It  All" 

(season  45,  EPISODE  25) 

“1  love  Grover  a  lot.  He  is  really  close  to 
my  heart,”  Valentine  said.  This  episode 
finds  the  blue  monster  trying  to  take  on 
too  much.  At  one  point,  Grover  is  paint¬ 
ing  and  dribbling  a  basketball  and  being 
a  chef  and  cooking  spaghetti — all  at  the 
same  time.  “That  was  more  of  a  social- 
emotional  curriculum  piece,  teaching  that 
you  can  love  aU  of  those  things,  but  maybe 
just  try  and  do  one  at  a  time,”  Valentine 
said.  “Which  is  perhaps  a  lesson  1  have 
never  learned  myself.”  ■ 

Share  your  thoughts:  bcm@)bc.edu 
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//  The  latest  findings  from  Boston  College 


The  Psychological  Cost  of  Luxury 

High-end  shopping  may  boost  your  mood 
or  come  with  a  heightened  sense  of  stature. 

But  for  many  consumers,  luxury  purchases 
can  also  spur  a  reaction  that  researchers 
have  duhhed  “impostor  syndrome.” 

“Luxury  can  he  a  douhle-edged 
sword,”  according  to  a  recent  study  in 
the  Journal  of  Consumer  Research  co¬ 
authored  hy  Nailya  Ordahayeva,  an 
associate  professor  of  marketing  at  the 
Carroll  School  of  Management.  “While 
luxury  consumption  holds  the  promise  of 
elevated  status,  it  can  hackfire  and  make 
consumers  feel  inauthentic.” 

Ordahayeva,  along  with  Harvard 
Business  School  doctoral  student  Dafiia 
Goor,  Boston  University  professor  Anat 
Keinan,  and  Hult  International  Business 
School  professor  Sandrine  Crener,  drew 
their  conclusions  from  nine  studies, 
encompassing  surveys  and  observations  of 
patrons  of  the  Metropohtan  Opera,  shop¬ 


pers  at  Louis  Vuitton  in  Manhattan,  vaca¬ 
tioners  on  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  other 
high-end  consumers. 

In  contrast  to  previous  studies,  the 
researchers  found  that  many  consumers 
perceive  luxury  goods 
as  “a  privilege  which 
is  undue  and  unde¬ 
served.”  As  a  result. 


thentic  while  wearing 
or  using  these  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  actually  act 
less  confidently  than 
they  would  with  non¬ 
luxury  items.  (This 
effect  is  mitigated 
among  consumers 
who  have  an  inher- 
endy  high  sense  of 
entitlement,  or  who 
are  marking  occasions  Nailya  Ordahayeva 


that  make  them  feel  special,  such  as  a 
birthday.) 

So  how  can  a  savvy  marketer  allay 
consumers’  uneasiness  with  big-ticket 
purchases?  “Boosting  consumers’  feelings 
of  ‘deservingness’ 
through  sales  tac¬ 
tics  and  marketing 

Ordahayeva  said. 
Ultimately,  she 
added,  in  an  age  that 
prioritizes  authentic¬ 
ity,  creating  experi¬ 
ences  and  narratives 
that  boost  people’s 
personal  connec¬ 
tion  with  products 

yield  lasting  benefits 
for  consumers  and 
retailers  ahke.  ■ 


Social  Security  Disparities  Fall  on 
Low-Income  Recipients 

Since  Social  Security  legislation  was  last  amended  thirty- 
six  years  ago,  many  Americans  are  hving  longer  and  inter¬ 
est  rates  have  decreased.  As  a  result,  the  fixed  formulas 
designed  to  allow  people  to  claim  benefits  at  different  ages 
are  now  producing  disparities  for  certain  Social  Security 
recipients,  according  to  a  new  report  by  BC  Center  for 
Retirement  Research  Director  Ahcia  H.  MunneU  and 
Assistant  Director  of  Savings  Research  Anqi  Chen.  “What 
we  found  was  that  the  delayed  claiming  credit — claiming 
after  age  65 — is  about  right,  even  if  you  wait  until  age  70,” 
Chen  said.  “However,  the  lifetime  benefit  you  get  at  age  62 
is  less  than  at  age  65.  So  people  who  claim  early  are  being 
charged  too  much  for  claiming  early.”  The  researchers  said 
the  shortcomings  fall  disproportionately  on  low-income 
individuals  because  wealthier  people  can  afford  to  claim 
later  and  their  life  expectancy  exceeds  that  of  those  who 
earn  much  less.  — Ed  Hayward 


Putting  a  Spotlight  on  Arab- 
American  Health 

First-generation  immigrants  to  the  United  States  from  Latin 
America  and  Asia  have  been  shown  to  have  better  health 
outcomes  and  behaviors  than  second-generation  and  third- 
generation  immigrants — a  phenomenon  known  as  the  “immi¬ 
grant  health  paradox.”  But  httle  evidence  of  this  phenomenon 
was  found  among  immigrants  from  Arabic-speaking  countries 
in  a  recent  study  led  by  Connell  School  of  Nursing  Assistant 
Professor  Nadia  Abuelezam  and  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Public  Health.  In  fact,  the  researchers  found  that 
first-generation  Arab  immigrants  from  the  Middle  East  and 
North  Africa  had  poor  health  profiles  when  compared  to 
second-  or  third-generation  Arab  immigrants.  “Our  analysis 
shows  that  Arab  Americans  are  a  unique  subgroup  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  immigrant  population  in  the  U.S.,”  said  Abuelezam,  an 
epidemiologist,  “and  that  further  study  will  be  needed  to  better 
understand  the  health  needs  and  the  dynamics  that  shape  this 
growing  minority  population.”  — Kathleen  Sullivan 
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Kids  These  Days 

BC  evolutionary  anthropologist  Dorsa  Amir  on  recapturing  childhood 
in  the  modern  era. 


By  Molly  McDonough 

n 

I  lassrooms,  sports  practices,  play 
dates:  Some  aspects  of  childhood 
seem  so  routine  you’d  never  think  to 
question  them.  But  mayhe  you  should. 
Postdoctoral  research  fellow  Dorsa  Amir 
had  just  such  an  opportunity  while 
studying  childhood  among  the  Shuar, 
a  foraging-horticulturahst  group  in 
Ecuador’s  Amazon  rainforest. 

For  a  month  during  2014,  Amir  watched 
Shuar  kids  deciding  how  to  pass  the  time. 
And — surprise! — they  didn’t  choose  to 
spend  it  under  adult  gazes.  Instead,  they  ran 
free  in  mixed-age  and  mixed -gender  groups, 
wielding  weapons,  climbing  trees,  lighting 
fires,  and  cooking  food,  sometimes  while 
carrying  infants.  The  kids  perpetuated  their 
own  thriving  culture  with  social  networks, 
rules,  and  games. 

When  Amir  got  hack  to  the  United 
States,  she  experienced  culture  shock. 
Suddenly,  the  American  childhood  that 
she  also  studies  seemed  strange:  overly 


structured,  overly  supervised,  and  sohtary. 
“In  America  and  other  Western  cultures, 
much  of  how  children  spend  their  time  is 
determined  hy  adults,”  she  said.  “They  go 
to  school,  where  they  don’t  have  much  say 
about  what  they’re  doing.  And  then  they 
go  home,  where  many  of  their  play  activi¬ 
ties  are  scheduled  by  caretakers.” 

While  it  would  be  incorrect  to  say  that 
the  Shuar  are  hving  in  the  past,  foraging 
communities  tend  to  more  closely  mirror 
how  humans  have  lived  for  99  percent  of 
our  time  on  the  planet.  So,  Amir  decided  to 
see  how  other  such  groups  approach  ado¬ 
lescence.  Her  subsequent  research  among 
groups  in  India  and  Uganda  solidified  her 
suspicions:  Western  childhood  is  bizarre. 

Amir  argues  that  we’re  biologically 
hardwired  to  learn  through  unstructured 
play  and  experimentation.  What’s  more, 
our  shift  away  from  that  in  the  Western 
world  could  be  contributing  to  a  rise  in 
attention  disorders  and  the  spike  in  anxiety 


among  young  adults  who  leave  home  for 
the  first  time. 

What  can  be  done?  Amir  cautions  that 
not  every  aspect  of  Western  childhood  is 
problematic.  “Children  are  hving  the  safest 
fives  they’ve  ever  lived,  they’re  the  healthi¬ 
est  they’ve  ever  been,”  she  said.  “We  don’t 
want  to  lose  those  benefits — but  there  are 
probably  some  benefits  that  we  can  inte¬ 
grate  from  practices  we  seem  to  be  losing.” 

Reclaiming  childhood  starts  with  the 
following  steps,  Amir  said. 

Grant  kids  independence.  “I’ve 
worked  with  kids  aU  over  the  world,  and 
1  know  that  they  are  extremely  bright, 
responsible,  and  understand  things  in  a 
very  deep  way,”  Amir  said.  So,  treat  them 
like  small  adults.  Include  them  in  decision¬ 
making  and  reason  with  them  at  a  higher 
level.  Assign  them  tasks  around  the  house 
and  let  them  use  real  scissors. 

Allow  them  to  make  mistakes. 
“Sometimes  we  think  that  if  we  set  kids 
up  for  success  and  they  don’t  have  to  deal 
with  failure,  we’U  give  them  a  better  fife,” 
Amir  said.  “It  feels  counterintuitive,  but 
letting  them  take  risks  and  make  mistakes 
can  provide  opportunities  for  learning  that 
we  take  away  when  we’re  always  telfing 
them  what  the  right  answer  is.” 

Set  aside  time  for  agenda-less  play. 
“There’s  a  tendency  to  think  that  when 
children  are  playing  we  need  to  guide  them 
through  an  activity  or  teach  them  some¬ 
thing,”  Amir  said.  “But  in  unstructured 
play,  children  are  making  new  connections 
and  discovering  more  about  their  world.” 

The  good  news  is  that  these  inter¬ 
ventions  are  not  expensive,  nor  do  they 
necessarily  require  large-scale  change. 
And  Amir  noted  that  parenting  styles  fall 
along  a  spectrum.  Each  family  should 
figure  out  what  works  for  them. 

The  benefits  of  a  reimagined  childhood 
could  extend  to  adults,  too,  Amir  said.  “We 
five  in  a  world  where  there’s  a  lot  of  input, 
and  we  have  an  aversion  to  being  bored,” 
she  said.  “But  1  love  activities  that  are  less 
structured — going  camping  and  sitting  by 
the  fire,  playing  tabletop  games.  Those  kinds 
of  things  promote  creativity  and  new  ways 
of  thinking.”  ■ 

Share  your  thoughts:  bcm@bc.edu 
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BG  in  the  News  //  Our  experts  quoted 


Osea  Island 

Essex,  England,  1973 

Low  tide.  We  cross  the  twisting  Roman  causeway 
the  river  washes  over  twice  a  day, 
towards  the  narrow  channei  of  Guii  Creek. 

Mudflats  sprawi  horizon  to  horizon, 
i  search  the  sky  for  any  feathered  omen: 
wigeon,  duniin,  curiew,  redshank,  piover. 


O"  “hy (tl)c  ^Iork  Simcs 

using  paid  parental  leave:  '  ^ 

"Part  of  it  is  a  low  level  of  acceptance  of  fathers  saying, 

‘I've  got  caregiving  responsibilities.'  It's  internal,  societal,  how 
they're  raised." 

—  Brad  Harrington,  Executive  Director  of  the  Center  for  Work  and  Famiiy, 
December  4 


me  toasiiii§ton  pst 

Through  the  window  of  the  joiting  car  sermon  lengths  vary  dramatically  in  the  U.S.:  "I  won't 

preach  more  than  10  minutes  on  a  Sunday.  You  can  tell  when 
my  brother  eyes  the  marshscape,  silty,  flat,  pg^pig  yg^  ^g  ^  pi^gg  There's  nothing  worse 

as  if  a  beacon  glowed  beyond  the  holm.  than  listening  to  a  plane  come  into  the  runway  and  take  off  again." 

We've  read  how  Vikings  sailed  right  up  the  river  _john  F.  Baldovin,  SJ,  Professor  of  Liturgy,  December  1 7 


and  held  the  island  fast,  demanding  tribute, 
how  Saxon  warriors  let  the  Northmen  cross 
to  fight  on  shore  and  paid  the  price  in  blood. 
Beneath  the  saltings,  bodies  pitch  and  swell. 
Not  quite  at  sea  nor  yet  marooned  on  land, 
we  zigzag  past  the  estuary  murk. 


On  tactics  the  defense  might  use  in  itc  oc 

the  Boston  Marathon  bomber's  appeal:  >*  RE  LITERS 

"Of  course,  [the  defense]  will  throw  in 

the  kitchen  sink,  the  bedroom  furniture  and  everything  else  in 
hoping  something  sticks.  That  is  what  you  do  in  these  cases." 

—  Robert  Bloom,  Professor  of  Law,  December  9 


and  by  a  trick  of  light,  my  brother  sees 

a  glassy  face  well  up  behind  his  own, 

as  if  a  drowned  one's  eyes  stared  back  at  him. 

He  stiffens  in  surprise  then  grimaces. 

It's  just  his  brother's  washed-out  face,  afraid 
the  tide  will  come  and  bury  them  in  mud. 

Once  you  cross,  you  can't  always  get  back 
whispers  the  river  mouth,  or  is  it  mine? 

The  mask  recedes;  my  brother  gazes  out. 

No  cloud  or  bird  darkens  the  Essex  skies. 

The  timbered  village  lies  round  the  next  bend, 
and  Father's  hands  are  steady  on  the  wheel. 

—Andrew  Safer 

English  Professor  Andrew  Sofer  is  a  widely  published 
poet  who  also  teaches  creative  writing. 


On  why  children  should  study 
languages  when  they  are  young: 

"The  ability  to  learn  grammar  at  least 
seems  to  drop  around  17  to  18  years 
old.  You  have  to  start  [learning  another  language]  when  you're 
about  10  to  have  enough  time  to  get  to  native-like  proficiency 
before  your  learning  ability  starts  to  fall  off." 

—Joshua  Hartshorne,  Assistant  Professor  of  Psychology,  January  3 


Innovation  Hub 
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On  the  past  decade  of  religion: 

"[It's]  tragic  that  so  many  good 
Christian  people  think  that  their  BOSTON'S  NPR’  NEWS  STATION 
faith  is  demanding,  for  example, 

they  vote  for  Donald  Trump.  I  mean,  that  is  a  total  false  conscious¬ 
ness  and  a  misunderstanding  of  Christian  faith,  and  yet  it  happened 
the  last  election.  It  could  happen  the  next  election.  The  power  of  it 
has  to  be  taken  very  seriously,  not  just  religiously,  but  spiritually." 


—Thomas  Groome,  Professor  of  Theology  and  Religious  Education, 
December  19 
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Books 


//  Recent  titles  from  the  BC  community 


Words  to 
Remember 
Him  By 


What  a  BC  English  professor 
learned  from  her  correspondence 
with  the  late  writer  and  alum 
John  L'Heureux. 

By  Suzanne  Matson 

Lately,  I’ve  been  missing  a  man  I 

never  met.  John  L’Heureux  died  on 
April  22,  2019,  in  Palo  Alto,  California. 

He  was  a  prolific  writer,  a  beloved  teacher, 
and  a  former  Jesuit  priest.  My  first  email 
exchange  with  him  came  in  the  spring 
of  20 1 6,  as  I  was  nearing  the  end  of  my 
term  as  chair  of  Boston  College’s  English 
Department.  John,  who  had  earned  a 
master’s  in  theology  at  BC  in  1963,  was 
circling  back  to  his  ahna  mater  after  a 
hfetime  of  achievement — as  a  contributing 
editor  at  The  Atlantic;  an  author  of  more 
than  twenty  hooks  of  poetry,  memoir, 
and  fiction;  and  a  longtime  professor  at 
Stanford  University,  as  well  as  director 
of  the  school’s  creative  writing  program. 
Now  as  he  faced  late-stage  Parkinson’s  dis¬ 
ease,  he  and  his  wife,  Joan,  were  planning 
a  bequest  earmarked  for  creative  writing 
at  Boston  College. 

Our  initial  exchanges  made  clear  not 
only  John’s  intentions — to  focus  on  what 
would  directly  benefit  our  students — but 
his  sly  wit:  “Your  Boston  College  writing 
concentration  sounds  wonderful  and  I 
hope  that,  dead.  I’ll  be  able  to  do  some¬ 
thing  useful  for  a  student.” 

In  my  opening  letter  to  him,  I  praised 
his  recent  New  Yorker  short  story,  “Three 
Short  Moments  in  a  Long  Life.”  Before 


responding,  John  read  one  of  my  earlier 
novels  so  he  could  comment.  Thus  began 
our  conversation,  writer  to  writer.  In  an 
early  letter  he  wrote,  “Dying  is  easy;  writ¬ 
ing  is  hard.”  I  didn’t  beheve  for  a  minute 
that  dying  was  easy,  but  on  display  in  that 
quip  was  his  determination  to  face  it  with 
bravado  and  elegant  sentences. 

He  spoke  of  the  struggle  to  continue 
with  his  craft  to  the  end,  writing:  “I’m 
working  on  a  new  thing  for  which  I’m 
entertaining  hope.  The  problem  is  that 
I’m  in  Hospice  now,  going  on  two  months. 


Not  long  ago  we  had  an  invasion  of  health 
workers  when  the  whole  Hospice  team 
showed  up  together:  the  doctor,  the  case 
nurse,  the  social  worker,  the  physical 
therapist,  and  the  spiritual  adviser.  Ten 
minutes  into  the  gala,  the  doctor  said,  with 
surprise,  ‘You’re  very  alert.’  In  any  case, 
my  life  is  transformed  and  so  is  the  hving 
room. .  .the  whole  set-up  screams,  ‘The 
End  Is  Coming!’  I  refer  to  it  now  as  the 
Departure  Lounge.” 

Several  months  later,  the  “new  thing” 
John  mentioned  appeared  as  another  fabu- 
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lous  story  in  The  New  Yorker,  “The  Rise 
and  Rise  of  Annie  Clark.”  I  wrote  him  with 
admiring  congratulations,  and  he  rephed: 
“What  a  lovely  response  to  my  Annie 
Clark.  You’ll  he  interested  to  know  that  1 
was  8  pages  into  the  story  before  1  had  any 
idea  how  to  deal  with  her.  And  then  as  1 
was  falling  asleep  around  3  a.m. . .  .1  found 
myself  thinking,  what  will  1  do?  What  will 
1  do?  and  then,  as  if  1  heard  myself  saying 
it:  1  will  give  her  what  she  wants,  hut  she’ll 


"Your  Boston  College 
writing  concentration 
sounds  wonderful  and  I 
hope  that,  dead,  I'll  be 
able  to  do  something 
useful  for  a  student." 


never  know  it.  1  know  this  sounds  crazy, 
and  you  must  rememher  1  take  1 9  pills 
each  day,  hut  it’s  the  closest  I’ve  come  to 
what  some  writers  say  about  their  writing 
coming  automatically  to  them.” 

How  1  enjoyed  John’s  humor,  which 
somehow  acknowledged  deep  feeling  rath¬ 
er  than  deflecting  it.  He  looked  at  death 
forthrightly,  and  allowed  me  to  explore 
that  mystery  with  him.  He  constantly  and 
tenderly  referred  to  Joan.  We  talked  books, 
pubhshing,  and  dogs.  Very  near  the  end 
he  gave  me  the  greatest  gift  possible  when 
he  said,  “1  would  so  very  much  have  hked 
to  have  you  for  a  colleague ...  1  hke  to 
think  we  would  be  close  friends ...  1  hope 
this  spring  is  good  for  you  and  that  you’ll 
find  time  to  write.  It’s  a  vocation  and  a 
demanding  one.” 

Last  April,  on  Easter  Monday,  we 
lost  this  kind  and  courageous  man.  We 
retain  the  abundant  legacy  of  his  words, 
the  example  of  his  generous  deeds,  and 
the  memory  of  his  indomitable  spirit. 

Suzanne  Matson  is  an  English  professor  at 
Boston  College;  her  latest  novel  is  Ultraviolet. 


Ed  Achorn  '79 
Every  Drop  of  Blood: 

The  flAomentous 
Second  Inauguration 
of  Abraham  Lincoln 
Grove  Atlantic 
On  March  4,  1865, 

Abraham  Lincoln 
dehvered  his  second  inaugural  address, 
to  the  combat-weary  masses  crowd¬ 
ing  Washington’s  Capitol  groimds.  In 
the  stirring  speech,  Lincoln  suggested 
that  the  Civil  War  was  divine  retribu¬ 
tion  for  the  sin  of  slavery — God  “gives 
to  both  North  and  South,  this  terrible 
war,  as  the  woe  due  to  those  by  whom 
the  offence  came” — while  also  calling 
on  the  divided  country  to  heal  itself. 
That  we  now  five  in  a  similarly  polar¬ 
ized  nation  makes  Pulitzer  Prize  final¬ 
ist  Ed  Achorn’s  consideration  of  our 
complex  1 6th  president — peppered 
with  firsthand  accounts  from  Frederick 
Douglass,  Walt  Whitman,  and  other 
notable  figures  of  the  time — all  the 
more  compeUing. 


Mike  Lupica  '74 
Strike  Zone 
Penguin  Random 
House 

Just  as  a  well-meaning 
parent  shps  veggies 
into  pasta  sauce, 

Mike  Lupica  weaves 
important  immigration  issues  into  this 
young-adult  baseball  novel,  a  follow-up 
to  his  New  York  Times  bestseller  Heat.  It 
centers  around  standout  Little  League 
pitcher  Nick  Garcia  as  he  strives  to 
become  league  MVP,  dreams  of  meeting 
his  favorite  Yankees  player,  and  grapples 
with  his  family’s  undocumented  status. 


Jared  Ross  Hardesty 
MA'10,  Ph.D.'14 
Black  Lives,  Native 
Lands,  White 
Worlds:  A  History  of 
Slavery  in 
New  England 
Bright  Leaf 

Though  the  story  of  slavery  in  New 
England  is  hteraUy  as  old  as  America, 


it’s  not  often  told  or  as  well  known  as 
the  struggles  and  horrors  south  of  the 
Mason-Dixon  Line.  Jared  Ross  Hardesty, 
an  associate  professor  of  history  at 
Western  Washington  University,  chron¬ 
icles  slavery’s  origins  in  the  Colonies 
and  explores  its  indehble  impact  on  the 
region’s  economy  and  culture.  (The 
book  marks  his  second  examination 
of  the  topic,  joining  his  2016  debut. 
Unfreedom:  Slavery  and  Dependence  in 
Eighteenth-Century  Boston.) 


Peter  Kreeft 
Ask  Peter  Kreeft:  The 
TOO  Most  Interesting 
Questions  He's  Ever 
Been  Asked 
Sophia  Institute  Press 
“Hardly  ever  have  1 
heard  a  lecture  that  did 
not  bore  me.  Hardly  ever  have  1  heard  a 
Q&A  that  did,”  writes  Peter  Kreeft  in 
the  introduction  to  this  collection  of — 
you  guessed  it — questions  he’s  answered 
on  the  lecture  circuit.  ABC  philosophy 
professor,  serial  author,  and  convert  to 
Cathohcism,  Kreeft  tackles  such  que¬ 
ries  as:  Why  do  you  have  to  bring  God 
into  everything?  (“1  don’t.  He’s  aheady 
there.”);  Does  God  have  a  sense  of 
humor?  (“God  laughs.  At  us.  We  are  His 
great  joke.”);  If  you  were  pope,  what’s 
the  first  thing  you  would  do?  (“Resign. 
That’s  the  only  way  the  Church  and  1 
would  both  sinvive.”) 


ASK 

PETER 


Leeann  Lane,  Ph.D.'OO 
Dorothy  Macardle 

University  College 
Dublin  Press 
Dorothy  Macardle 
(1889-1958)  is  best 
known  as  the  author  of 
The  Irish  Republic,  an 
account  of  the  revolutionary  period  from 
an  anti -Treaty  perspective.  Drawing  on 
the  journal  Macardle  kept  while  she  was 
in  jail  and  other  source  materials,  mod¬ 
ern  Irish  history  expert  Learme  Lane 
reveals  a  deeper  portrait  of  the  feminist, 
activist,  and  hterary  figure,  while  tracing 
her  personal  and  pohtical  evolution. 

— Courtney  Hollands 
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Bottle 

Drive 

One  in  four  infants  and 
toddlers  will  struggle  with 
feeding,  a  condition  that 
leaves  many  parents  feeling 
frustrated,  anxious,  and 
guilty.  Connell  School  of 
Nursing  Assistant  Professor 
Britt  Pados  is  on  a  mission 
to  help  pediatricians, 
hospitals,  and  specialists 
improve  the  way  they 
identify  and  care  for  these 
vulnerable  children. 


PHOTOGRAPHS  BY  LEE  PELLEGRINI 


■  N  MALONEY  HALL  earlier  this 
m  year,  a  breast  pump  sat  on  a 
table,  chugging  like  a  metronome  as  it 
propelled  formula  through  a  baby  bottle 
and  into  a  glass  beaker.  After  a  minute, 
Britt  Pados  '03,  an  assistant  professor 
at  the  Connell  School  of  Nursing, 
recorded  the  amount  of  formula  in  the 
beaker,  poured  it  back  into  the  bottle, 
screwed  a  new  silicone  nipple  into 
place,  and  restarted  the  machine. 

For  hours,  as  the  timer  heeped  at  sixty-second  intervals, 
Pados  recorded  the  rate  at  which  formula  flowed  through 
various  brands  of  hottle  nipples.  In  jeans  and  a  hlazer,  with 
an  Apple  watch  on  her  wrist,  Pados  screwed  and  unscrewed 
plastic  ring  after  plastic  ring.  It’s  far  from  glamorous,  hut 
Pados’s  work  is  helping  to  improve  the  artiflcial  nipples 
used  hy  millions  of  hahies  every  day  in  hospitals  and  homes 
across  the  world. 

It  turns  out  that  there  are  no  objective  standards  for  bot¬ 
tle  nipples.  Their  flow  rates  vary  wildly,  and  their  marketing 
claims  can  be  confusing  to  the  point  of  being  meaningless. 
That  matters  because  speciahsts  and  researchers  like  Pados 
believe  that  nipple-flow  rates — hterally,  the  rate  at  which 
nourishing  fluid  enters  a  baby’s  mouth — can  contribute  to 
infant  feeding  problems.  That’s  especially  concerning  at 
a  time  when  increasing  numbers  of  parents  are  reporting 
such  problems.  The  National  Institutes  of  Health  estimates 
that  as  many  as  one  in  four  infants  and  toddlers  are  affected 
by  feeding  struggles. 

Problems  with  feeding  can  pose  health  risks  for  babies 
and  be  a  major  source  of  anxiety  for  parents.  Of  the 
many  things  that  expectant  parents  lose  sleep  over,  their 
newborn’s  abihty  to  feed  is  rarely  on  the  hst.  Drinking 
formula  or  breast  milk  seems  like  something  that  will  just 
happen  organically.  When  it  doesn’t,  it  can  feel  hke  failing 
Parenting  101.  “Feeding  is  a  big  part  of  estabhshing  a  bond 
with  a  baby,”  Pados  said.  “When  that’s  not  going  well,  that’s 
really  stressful,  because  they  need  to  eat  to  live.”  One  study 
Hkened  parental  reactions  to  their  preemies’  feeding  issues 
to  post-traumatic  stress  disorder. 

Pados’s  work  is  changing  the  way  that  hospitals,  parents. 


and  specialists  across  the  country  select  bottle  nipples.  But 
nipple-flow  rates  are  just  one  of  the  factors  that  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  infant  feeding  problems.  Pados  has  also  created 
assessment  tools  that  are  helping  parents  and  pediatricians 
better  identify  and  treat  babies  suffering  from  problems 
that  range  from  long-term  refusal  of  certain  foods  to  inad¬ 
equate  nutrition  during  critical  periods  of  brain  develop¬ 
ment.  And  sometimes,  at  night,  Pados  will  find  herself 
responding  to  emails  from  desperate  parents  looking  for 
help  with  feeding  problems.  She  knows  firsthand  just  what 
they  are  going  through. 

Growing  up  in  Texas  and  Connecticut,  Pados  loved 
to  hear  her  grandmother,  a  pediatric  nurse,  tell  sto¬ 
ries  about  the  children  she  cared  for.  “1  knew  pretty  early 
on  that  1  wanted  to  pursue  a  career  related  to  the  health 
care  of  children,”  Pados  said.  That  led  her  to  BC’s  under¬ 
graduate  nursing  program,  during  which  she  spent  time 
in  a  neonatal  intensive  care  unit,  or  NICU.  She  fell  in  love 
with  the  intensity  and  focus  of  the  NICU  environment  and, 
after  eventually  earning  a  master’s  degree  in  nursing  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Pados  became  a  neonatal 
nurse  at  Beth  Israel  Deaconess  Medical  Center  in  Boston 
and  then  a  nurse  practitioner  at  Morgan  Stanley  Children’s 
Hospital  of  New  York-Presbyterian. 

She  worked  with  infants  being  treated  for  heart  prob¬ 
lems.  It  amazed  her  whenever  parents  would  tell  her  that 
the  most  difficult  part  of  the  ordeal  was  not  the  cardiac 
surgery  itself,  but  the  weeks  their  infant  would  spend  in  the 
NICU  afterward  while  learning  to  feed  properly.  “1  think 
parents  can  say.  It’s  not  my  job  to  do  heart  surgery.  It’s  not  my 
job  to  manage  medications,”  she  said.  “But  being  unable  to 
feed  your  baby  can  feel  like  a  personal  failure.” 

In  2007,  Pados  began  working  on  her  Ph.D.  in  nursing 
at  the  University  of  North  Carohna  Chapel  Hill.  Three 
years  into  the  program,  she  gave  birth  to  twins,  a  boy  and 
girl — and  learned  all  about  the  stresses  of  infant  feeding 
problems.  Pados  first  experienced  contractions  at  twenty- 
three  weeks,  when  the  babies  could  have  barely  survived 
on  their  own.  They  ended  up  being  born  only  a  few  weeks 
premature,  but  still  needed  to  be  fed  through  feeding  tubes 
in  the  NICU.  Pados  knew  the  tubes  snaking  into  then- 
noses  and  throats  would  be  in  place  until  the  babies  could 
eat  on  their  own.  It  wasn’t  until  day  ten  that  her  son  went 
home.  When  she  returned  to  the  hospital  the  next  day,  she 
was  devastated  to  find  her  daughter,  who  had  been  tak¬ 
ing  breast  milk  and  formula  through  a  bottle,  back  on  a 
feeding  tube.  It  was  another  week  before  her  daughter  had 
mastered  feeding  well  enough  to  go  home.  “Those  were 
the  longest  eighteen  days  of  my  life,”  Pados  said.  After 
completing  her  Ph.D.  in  2012,  she  worked  at  UNC  as  a 
clinical  assistant  professor  and  adjunct  professor  focused 
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on  the  feeding  issues  faced  by  very  preterm  infants.  She  has 
continued  and  developed  that  work  since  joining  BC  as  an 
assistant  professor  in  20 1 7. 

IN  THE  MALONEY  HALL  TESTING  ROOM,  boxes  of 
bottle  nipples  were  stacked  on  the  floor  and  dozens 
of  nipples  in  purple,  blue,  and  orange  rings  awaited  test¬ 
ing.  This  batch  had  come  from  Australia,  the  result  of  a 
research  collaboration  between  Pados  and  a  speech  pathol¬ 
ogist  in  that  country.  Over  two  days  of  testing  in  January, 
Pados  and  Rebecca  Hill,  a  Ph.D.  student  in  the  Connell 


School  of  Nursing,  measured  their  flow 
rates.  Differences  among  the  nipples  were 
glaring  enough  to  be  apparent  to  the  naked 
eye:  Some  emitted  tiny  drips  into  the  bea¬ 
ker;  others,  significant  drops. 

A  nipple’s  flow  rate  can  be  crucial, 
because  the  mechanics  of  swallowing 
formula  or  breast  milk  are  anything  but 
simple.  In  many  ways,  feeding  is  the 
CrossFit  of  infancy.  “It’s  the  most  physi¬ 
cally  strenuous  and  complex  thing  we  ask 
them  to  do,”  Pados  said.  Every  swallow 
requires  a  baby  to  hold  his  or  her  breath 
for  around  a  second.  “For  babies  who  are 
premature  or  have  respiratory  or  cardiac 
issues,  we’re  asking  them  to  suck,  swallow, 
suck,  swallow,  so  that  they’re  interrupting 
their  breathing  a  lot,”  Pados  said. 

A  couple  of  decades  ago,  she  said, 
medical  personnel  interpreted  preemies’ 
discomfort  during  feeding  as  fatigue.  If 
milk  came  out  of  the  bottle  faster,  they  rea¬ 
soned,  the  feeding  would  go  faster  and  be 
easier  on  the  baby.  “What  we  didn’t  know 
at  the  time  was  that  the  reason  they  were 
getting  tired  was  because  they  were  hav¬ 
ing  to  hold  their  breath  so  much,”  Pados 
said.  “A  lot  of  these  babies  can’t  hold  their 
breath  that  much  without  becoming  dis¬ 
tressed.  If  we  slow  down  the  flow  rate,  it 
allows  them  to  breathe  more.  It  slows  down 
the  pace  of  the  feeding.” 

When  hquid  exits  a  nipple  too  rapidly, 
she  said,  it  can  cause  coughing  or  chok¬ 
ing.  Imagine  running  on  a  treadmill  while 
trying  to  drink  water  being  squirted  into 
your  mouth  from  a  bottle.  You’d  hold  your 
breath  long  enough  to  swallow  but  would 
end  up  gagging  if  the  timing  or  volume  of 
liquid  wasn’t  what  you  expected.  Many 
newborns  cope  with  a  similar  situation 
every  time  they  eat,  said  Kayla  Hernandez,  a  speech- 
language  pathologist  at  Boston  Children’s  Hospital  who 
works  each  week  with  up  to  forty  children — from  birth 
through  age  six — with  eating  disorders.  It  can  be  over¬ 
whelming  and  stressful  and  cause  babies  to  not  want  to  eat, 
and  that  can  lead  to  feeding  disorders.  In  extreme  cases, 
she  said,  some  children  refuse  all  food  and  hquids,  and 
need  feeding  tubes  to  survive. 

The  nipples  Pados  and  Hill  were  testing  in  January 
were  brands  available  in  Australian  stores,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  problems  with  fluctuating  nipple-flow  rates  in 
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this  country,  too.  American  hospitals,  for  instance,  typi¬ 
cally  rely  on  hottle  nipples  that  are  supplied  free  of  charge 
by  formula  manufacturers.  Those  nipples  can  be  labeled 
everything  from  “slow  flow”  and  “extra  slow”  to  “standard 
flow”  and  “premature.”  But  Pados  has  found  that  these 
designations  often  have  no  relation  to  the  volume  of  liquid 
the  nipples  dispense. 

Then  there  are  the  hundreds  of  brands  of  nipples  found 
on  store  shelves.  Prior  to  joining  the  Ph.D.  program.  Hill 
had  worked  as  a  nurse  caring  for  adult  diabetics,  and  she 
planned  to  research  diabetes  self-management  while  at 
BC.  Then  her  second  child  was  born  with  a  condition 
that  affects  3  miUion  infants  every  year;  ankyloglossia,  or 
tongue-tie,  which  restricts  the  tongue’s  range  of  motion 
and  can  lead  to  eating  difficulties. 

Three  days  after  giving  birth  to  her  daughter.  Hill 
stood  in  front  of  a  daunting  display  of  molded  synthetic 
nipples  at  Babies  R  Us:  NUK,  Nuby,  BabyBrezza,  Pur, 


Britt  Pados  tests  the 
rate  at  which  baby 
formuia  flows  through 
a  bottle  nipple.  Pados's 
work  is  helping  hospi¬ 
tals  and  parents  deter¬ 
mine  which  nipples 
are  suitable  for  infants 
learning  to  feed. 


Latch,  Dr.  Brown’s, 
Gerber,  Philips  Avent, 
LifeFactory.  Some  were 
latex,  some  silicone. 

Hill  simply  could  not 
figure  out  what  would 
be  best  for  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  wound  up  buy¬ 
ing  a  dozen  brands  of 

bottles  and  nipples.  In  the  special-care  nursery, 
she  watched  her  daughter  struggling  to  coordi¬ 
nate  eating  and  breathing,  sometimes  turning 
blue  from  lack  of  oxygen.  When  her  daughter’s 
feeding  issues  were  eventually  resolved.  Hill 
decided  to  change  her  focus  from  diabetes  to 
feeding  difficulties  for  children  with  tongue-tie. 
She  sought  out  Pados  and  began  to  work  with 
her  on  quantifying  nipple-flow  rates. 

Hill’s  experience  at  Babies  R  Us  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  extensive  testing  that  Pados 
has  done.  In  2013,  for  instance,  she  and  a 
team  of  researchers  at  UNC  found  nipple  flow 
rates  that  varied  from  6  to  60  miUiliters  per 
minute.  Labels  such  as  “slow,”  “standard,”  and 
“premature”  had  little  or  no  correlation  to 
flow  rate.  The  Similac  Premature  was  faster 
than  the  Similac  Standard  Flow.  Enfamil’s 
slow-flow  nipple,  meanwhile,  was  almost  twice 
as  fast  as  Similac’s. 

A  2016  study  found  even  steeper  variations: 
Milk-flow  rates  varied  from  1.68  milhhters 
per  minute  for  Avent  Natural  Newborn  Flow 
to  85.34  miUiliters  per  minute  for  Dr.  Brown’s 
Standard  Y-cut — potentiaUy  an  ocean  of  differ¬ 
ence  to  a  tiny  throat.  “What  we  learned  from  those  studies,” 
Pados  said,  “was  that  the  name  that’s  assigned  to  the  nipple 
does  not  necessarily  mean  anything  about  the  flow  rate.” 


For  shannon  cold  water,  feeding  issues  of  multi¬ 
ple  forms  surfaced  after  her  triplets  were  born  prema¬ 
turely  in  2002.  Each  of  Goldwater’s  babies  weighed  only  a 
little  more  than  a  pound  at  birth,  and  spent  four  months  in 
a  NICU  in  Scottsdale,  Arizona.  At  age  1 7,  one  of  her  sons 
stiU  needs  a  feeding  tube  to  meet  basic  nutritional  needs. 
And  because  of  a  long-undiagnosed  throat  condition,  her 
daughter  refused  hquids  for  more  than  a  year  and  required 
frequent  intravenous  hydration. 

IdeaUy,  treatment  for  children  such  as  Goldwater’s  trip¬ 
lets  would  come  from  a  team  of  medical  specialists,  includ¬ 
ing  psychologists,  speech-language  pathologists,  and  nutri¬ 
tionists.  Yet,  a  20 1 0  study  in  the  journal  Nutrition  in  Clinical 
Practice  found  that  very  few  medical  centers  offer  such  inter- 


disciplinary  clinics,  which  can  result  in 
difficulties  coordinating  care  and  “suhop- 
timal  treatment  outcomes.”  What’s  more, 
a  20 1 5  study  of  family  medicine,  internal 
medicine,  and  pediatrics  residency  pro¬ 
grams,  pubhshed  in  the  International 
Journal  of  Eating  Disorders,  reported  that 
fewer  than  10  percent  included  specific 
training  on  eating  disorders. 

With  these  problems  in  mind,  Pados, 

Jinhee  Park — an  assistant  professor  in  the 
Connell  School  of  Nursing — and  a  team 
of  researchers  from  UNC  developed  five 
assessment  tools  to  help  parents  and 
caregivers  pinpoint  feeding  issues  early. 

“Our  team’s  assessments  are  more 
rigorous,  researched-based,  and  com¬ 
prehensive  than  those  that  typically  take  the  form  of  ques¬ 
tionnaires,”  said  Park,  who  was  on  the  same  research  team 
as  Pados  at  UNC.  She  added  that  parents  have  told  her,  “I 
know  my  child  has  a  feeding  issue”  but  then  have  trouble 
articulating  the  specifics  to  a  health  care  provider.  Working 
through  the  questions  within  the  assessment  tools,  she 
said,  can  help  parents  understand  the  nature  of  their  child’s 
issues  and  better  communicate  them. 

One  of  the  assessments,  called  NeoEAT,  evaluates 
symptoms  of  problematic  feeding  in  infants  younger 
than  seven  months  old  who  are  bottle-  or  breastfeeding. 
Providers  or  parents  answer  sixty-eight  questions  and  then 
receive  a  score  indicating  whether  a  baby’s  eating  experi¬ 
ences  are  a  cause  for  concern.  PediEAT,  meanwhile,  is  for 
children  six  months  to  seven  years  who  are  being  offered 
some  solid  foods.  Other  tools  assess  oral  and  motor  profi¬ 
ciency  skills  in  children  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and 
seven  years  who  are  being  offered  solid  foods;  measure  the 
impact  of  feeding  on  the  parent  and  family;  and  look  at  how 
families  manage  their  child’s  feeding  difficulty. 

Pados’s  goal  for  the  assessments  is  to  identify  earher  the 
children  who  are  struggling  with  feeding,  which  would  aid 
them  in  getting  the  help  they  need  sooner.  “My  hope,”  she 
said,  “is  that  feeding  specialists  can  use  the  information  from 
these  assessments  to  personalize  their  treatment  strategies  to 
best  meet  the  needs  of  the  child  and  their  family.” 

The  assessment  tools  (availableatfeedingflock.com) 
have  begun  to  make  a  difference.  So  far,  more  than 
4,000  people — mostly  medical  professionals,  but  also  par¬ 
ents — have  requested  access  to  them,  Pados  said,  and  they’re 
being  used  in  inpatient  and  outpatient  feeding  clinics,  neuro- 
developmental  follow-up  clinics,  and  pediatric  primary  care. 

Pados’s  work  on  nipple-flow  rates,  meanwhile,  has 
caused  hospitals  and  baby  feeding  equipment  manufactur¬ 


ers  to  take  notice.  Kayla  Hernandez 
at  Children’s  Hospital  said  that  “with 
Britt’s  work,  we’ve  been  able  to  identify 
which  of  the  slow-flow  nipples  are  actu¬ 
ally  the  slowest  and  therefore  poten¬ 
tially  the  best  fit  for  our  young  infants.” 
Other  hospitals  have  also  made  chang¬ 
es.  In  response  to  Pados’s  research 
showing  that  the  widely  used  “Similac 
Premature” — known  as  the  “red  nipple” 
for  its  distinctive  color — ^was  very  fast, 
many  hospitals  no  longer  stock  that 
nipple  for  use  in  the  NICU.  Others 
have  switched  to  Dr.  Brown’s  products 
instead  of  the  disposable  nipples  pro¬ 
vided  by  Enfamil  and  Similac.  Enfamil 
recently  created  the  new  Enfamil  Extra 
Slow  Elow  after  hospitals  requested  a  slower-flow  nipple 
than  the  products  the  company  had  historically  offered. 

Pados  has  also  corresponded  with  the  biomechanics 
expert  Tommy  Cunningham,  COO  and  cofounder  of 
Atlanta-based  NEANT  Labs,  a  medical  device  and  digital 
health  company  working  to  improve  the  standard  of  care  in 
infant  feeding  by  providing  objective,  evidence-based  medi¬ 
cal  products  and  services.  When  Cunningham’s  company 
asked  nurses  and  clinicians  on  the  front  lines  of  infant  feed¬ 
ing  in  the  NICU  what  they  wanted  in  a  feeding  system,  “one 
of  the  biggest  frustrations  we  heard  from  them  was  the  lack 
of  reliability  and  consistency  in  flow  rates  from  Enfamil 
and  Similac  nipples,”  he  said.  NICU  staff  members  report¬ 
ed  problems  ranging  from  “sometimes  there  is  no  hole”  to 
“the  flow  can  be  so  fast  I  was  drowning  my  patient.” 

Ultimately,  Pados  would  hke  to  see  all  baby  feeding 
equipment  manufacturers  following  NEANT’s  lead  in 
conducting  rigorous,  science-based  chnical  testing  of 
nipple-flow  rates  and  other  feeding  systems — and  dis¬ 
seminating  the  resulting  data.  “What  I  try  to  do  is  give 
people  information  to  make  decisions,”  she  said.  “It’s  all 
about  finding  a  balance  between  what’s  safe  for  the  baby 
and  what’s  efficient  for  the  baby.” 

Eor  her  part,  Goldwater  is  grateful  that  all  of  these  issues 
are  finally  getting  long-needed  attention.  The  challenges 
her  preemie  triplets  faced  with  feeding  were  profound 
enough  that  she  went  on  to  cofound  Eeeding  Matters,  an 
organization  that  works  to  raise  awareness  of  such  prob¬ 
lems.  The  stakes,  she  said,  are  high  for  many  parents  and 
infants,  “which  is  why  we’re  so  thankful  for  practitioners 
hke  Britt  who  are  really  making  a  difference,  so  kids  hke 
mine  don’t  spend  years  and  years  suffering.”  ■ 

Deborah  Halber  is  a  freelance  journalist  who  often  writes  about 
science.  Her  work  has  appeared  in  The  Boston  Globe,  MIT  Technology 
Review,  and  Boston  magazine. 


Pados  has  personal 
experience  with  the 
-  anxiety  that  the 
parents  who  write 
her  are  feeling: 

_  "Feeding  is  a  big 
part  of  establishing 
a  bond  with  a  baby. 
When  that's  not 
going  well,  that's 
really  stressful, 
because  they  need 
to  eat  to  live." 
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It’s  a  Mod. 
Mod  World 


From  baekyaril  BBQs  and 
matching  Mod  sweats  to  mud 
volleyball  and  the  annual 
Modstock  concerts,  a  look  back 
at  fifty  years  of  everyone’s 
favorite  temporary  housing. 


By  Gordy  Megroz  ’98 


I’ll  never  hearil  of  the  Moils  until  I 

arriveil  on  the  Boston  College  campus 
for  orientation  in  the  summer  of  1994. 
"What’s  up  with  these  little  houses?” 

I  asked,  as  my  classmates  and  I  walked 
through  lower  campus.  "That’s  where  the 
seniors  live.”  a  fellow  incoming  freshman 
said.  "That’s  where  you  want  to  be.” 

The  prefab,  two-story  Mods  (short  for  modtdar  hous¬ 
ing)  were  installed  in  1970,  and  they’ve  developed  a  certain 
mystique,  both  because  they  are  somewhat  exclusive — 
there’s  room  for  only  438  seniors  to  live  there,  about  a  fifth 
of  the  class — and  an  epicenter  of  campus  culture.  Being  a 
Mod  resident  carries  with  it  a  certain  cachet.  Sure,  you  get 
in  through  sheer  luck,  but  the  perception  has  always  been 
that  people  who  hve  in  the  Mods  are  part  of  a  special  club. 
As  one  friend  used  to  say — without  a  whiff  of  hyperbole — 
“Everything  happens  in  the  Mods.” 

So,  despite  the  fact  that  they  were  small  and  dingy,  there 
wasn’t  a  single  person  I  knew  who  didn’t  want  to  call  one  of 
the  ruddy-brown  huts  home.  You  could  score  a  Mod  only 
by  selecting  five  potential  roommates  and  then  hoping  your 
number  was  drawn  in  the  annual  housing  lottery.  As  the 
drawing  rolled  around  during  my  senior  year,  I  remember 
classmates  saying  little  prayers,  hoping  divine  intervention 
would  dehver  them  into  the  Mods.  When  fate  inevitably 
denied  a  space  to  the  majority  of  us,  there  was  heartache. 


I  recall  a  post-lotto  conversation  with  one  of  my  disap¬ 
pointed  roommates.  He  was  a  legacy  who’d  basically  grown 
up  on  campus,  attending  football,  basketball,  and  hockey 
games.  For  Bryan,  applying  to  BC  was  preordained,  a  no- 
brainer.  And  the  way  he  saw  it.  Mod  living  was  practically 
a  birthright.  “I  always  envisioned  that  that’s  where  I’d  live,” 
he  said.  “I  was  devastated.” 

Just  how  beloved  are  the  Mods?  In  his  2002  Commence¬ 
ment  address,  the  former  NATO  ambassador  Nicholas 
Burns  ’78  mentioned  exactly  one  BC  building:  the  Mod 
where  he  had  Hved  (36A).  After  his  speech.  Burns  made  only 
a  couple  of  stops  on  campus.  One  of  them  was  a  visit  to  36A. 

When  the  Mods  opened,  they  were  intended  as  tempo¬ 
rary  housing.  Half  a  century  later,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
the  Heights  without  them. 


#ModMe«or‘es 

.■Class  of  2002 -Mod  28A! 

connect  BC  alums. 

_RachelSabella'02  ,• 


'  hat  makes  the  Mods’  story  doubly 
fascinating  is  their  inauspicious  beginning. 

In  1 970,  BC  was  facing  a  housing  crisis.  Earlier  that  year, 
the  first  women  had  matriculated,  and  the  university  was 
in  the  middle  of  a  transformation  from  a  predominantly 
commuter  school  to  a  residential  one.  There  simply  wasn’t 
enough  housing  on  campus  to  accommodate  the  influx  of 
new  students.  Plans  to  build  a  large  dorm  had  fallen  through, 
so  administrators  came  up  with  a  short-term  solution:  situ¬ 
ate  forty-three  prefabricated  modular  duplexes  on  lower 
campus.  Each  duplex  had  two  1 , 1 00-square-foot  units — A 
and  B — with  room  for  six  seniors  in  each  unit,  plus  patios 
and  yards.  They  were  supposed  to  be  in  place  for  only  five 
years  or  so  and  then  be  razed  to  make  way  for  new  dorms. 

When  installation  day  came  in  early  September  1970, 

Jim  Lewis  ’72,  MA’75,  and  his  roommates  were  there. 

They  were  set  to  live  in  the  very  first  unit.  “We  watched 
the  crane  hft  Mod  1 A  off  the  flatbed  and  hover  it  about  20 
feet  over  the  pad,”  said  Lewis,  who  lives  in  Southborough, 
Massachusetts.  “And  then  the  chain  broke.  The  Mod  fell 
and  smashed  and  splintered.  Toilets  were  smashed,  the 
doors  were  smashed.”  Lewis  was  horrified  at  first.  “And 
then  we  just  started  laughing,  thinking  it  was  the  fun¬ 
niest  thing  we’d  ever  seen,”  he  said.  {The  Heights 
memoriahzed  the  mishap  with  a  strip  of  photos  in  the  ^  " 

September  15,  1970,  issue.) - 

The  Mods — including  a  new  1 A — were  gradu¬ 
ally  trucked  onto  campus,  and  though  some  students 
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How  to  build  a  modular  dorm 
(in  three  easy  steps) 


The  men  of  the  late,  i 
J^od23B.  We  ALSO  turn 
^0- 1  m  not  sure  if  they 
°rjust  knocked  it  dowf 

graduated." 

-Kerry  j.  Byrne ’92 


AT  right:  The  original  floor 
plans  for  the  Mods. 
below:  When  the  first  Mod 
opened  in  1970,  it  was  the 
center  of  student  attention. 
PREVIOUS  spread:  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  2014  Mod  500 
tricycle  relay  around  the 
Mod  pathways. 


CAUTIOJ 


HOW  TO  SET  UP  A  MODULAR  DORM  (IN  THREE  EASY  STEPS): 

Step  1 :  have  your  Executive  Vice  President  and  the  unit’s  buili 
shake  hands  while  part  of  the  unit  is  lowered  into  place. 

Step  2:  drop  it. 

Step  3:  have  your  Executive  Vice  President  and  the  unit’s  buili 
survey  the  damage. 
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CLOCKWISE  FROM  LEFT: 
Students  compete  in  the  2016 
Mudstock  volleyball  tourna¬ 
ment;  a  shot  from  Senior  Week 
in  the  Mods  in  1992;  Ryan 
Robinson  '99  with  the  hockey 
rink  murai  he  and  his  room¬ 
mates  painted  on  the  ceiiing 
of  Mod  6A. 


photos:  (above,  clockwise  from  top)  Cary  Wayne  Cllbert;  Geoff  Wby;  Courtesy  of  Ryan  Robinson  '99 


Modstoek 
Through 
the  Years 


Modstoek— the  annual 
spring  concert  held  in  the 
Mod  Lot— is  a  relatively 
recent  tradition.  Here  are 
just  a  few  of  the  big-name 
artists  who've  helped 
students  celebrate  the  end 
of  classes  over  the  years 
(remember  Sugar  Ray?). 


2005 

Guster 


2009 


2011 


were  able  to  move  in  at  the  end  of  October,  a 
plumbers’  strike,  bad  weather,  and  faulty  pipe 
fittings  delayed  full  occupancy  until  December. 

While  they  waited,  Lewis  and  everybody  else 
who  was  supposed  to  reside  in  the  Mods  were 
instead  shuttled  to  nearby  hotels.  (Two  intrepid 
students.  Bill  Cagney  ’72  and  Tom  Gibbons  ’72, 
even  pitched  a  tent  behind  Shaw  House,  accord¬ 
ing  to  The  Heights.)  Despite  the  initial  hiccups, 
the  Mods  proved  a  fast  success.  “They  had  liv¬ 
ing  rooms,  kitchens,  separate  bedrooms.  They  were 
appealing  because  they  were  little  apartments,”  said 
Professor  James  O’Toole  ’72,  the  Clough  Millennium 
Chair  of  History  and  the  author  of  a  forthcoming 
history  of  Boston  College.  “The  primary  alternative 
were  two-person  cells  on  upper  campus.” 

Even  as  new  dorms  with  modern  conveniences 
sprung  up,  seniors  continued  to  opt  for  the  cramped 
spaces  with  the  paper-thin  walls.  “You  could  talk  through 
them,”  Lewis  recalled.  “You  could  have  entire  conversations 
with  the  people  in  the  Mod  next  door.” 

P roiH  the  very  beginning,  the  Mods 
were  the  on-campus  party  scene. 

Since  they  were  mostly  occupied  by  seniors  living  in  close 
proximity  (an  occasional  junior  would  slip  into  the  mix), 
and  since  BC  lacked  a  Greek  system,  each  building  became 
a  mini  fraternity  or  sorority.  “We  had  a  lot  of  theme  par¬ 
ties,”  said  Lewis,  who  recalls  stocking  the  fridge  with  white 
Liebfraumilch  wine  for  one  German  bash. 


BC  students  aren’t  the 
only  ones  who  partake  in 
the  festivities,  either.  Tell 
an  alum  from  another  New 
England  university  that  you 
went  to  BC,  and  they’re 
likely  to  respond,  “1  partied 
in  the  Mods  once.”  There 
have  even  been  celebrity 
revelers.  My  sophomore 
year,  Adam  Sandler  did  a  show 
at  Conte  Eorum.  After  his  set, 
he  hopped  into  a  limo  and 
made  his  way  to  Mary  Ann’s, 
where  one  of  the  seniors  per¬ 
suaded  him  to  come  back  to 
campus.  Sandler’s  driver  took 
him  to  Mod  23B,  where  the  come¬ 
dian  played  pool  and  drank  beers  until 
the  wee  hours.  As  a  sophomore,  1  wasn’t 
frequenting  Mod  parties — ^but  this  one  1  could’ve  attended. 
One  of  my  roommates’  cousins  lived  in  23B,  and  1  remem¬ 
ber  the  sinking  feeling  when  1  found  out  I’d  missed  my 
chance  to  throw  a  few  back  with  Opera  Man. 

But  the  parties,  of  course,  are  only  a  small  part  of  what 
makes  the  Mods  special.  The  communal  spirit  is  evident  in 
events  like  the  Mod  500,  a  costumed,  fundraising  tricycle 
race  around  the  Mod  pathways,  and  Modstock,  an  annual 
spring  concert  that’s  attracted  well-known  performers 
such  as  Ludacris,  T-Pain,  Guster,  and  Macklemore.  Each 
year,  inhabitants  vote  on  the  slogan  that  will  emblazon 
Mod  sweatshirts.  And,  oh,  the  patios.  Nothing  made  me 
more  envious  of  Mod  dwellers  than  the  scent  of  burgers 


#MoilMeiiiorles 

“Mod  22B  comes  full  circle; 
My  daughter,  Julia  '20,  and  I 
lived  in  the  same  Mod  our  senior 
year-thirty-six  years  later! 
#meanttobe" 

\  “Daria MacDonald '84 


.  Each,  year,  students  vote  c 
the  official  Mod  sweatshir 
frpm  left,  current  Mod  6A 
Marchese  '20,  Kaelin  Bust 
Hoy  '20  show  off  this  yeai 
which  proclaims:  "The  Mo 
Temporary  Since  1971."  (V 
opened  in  1970,  the  Class 


Former  Mod  18B  resident  Ken  Grohe  '89  shared  this  photo  taken  by  Katie  Frost-Hogan  '89,  M.Ed.'92,  which  fea¬ 
tures  twenty-two  students  packed  in  a  1976  Bicentenniai  Cadiilac  to  honor  Doug  Flutie  (who  wore  number  22). 


wafting  through  lower  campus  on  warm  spring  days  as  the 
residents  sprawled  in  beach  chairs  or  tossed  footballs  in 
their  yards. 

Then  there  was  the  winter  when  students  flooded  the 
courtyard  between  Mods  to  create  a  skating  rink.  And  the 
friends  who  hved  in  adjacent  A  and  B  units  and  cut  a  hole  in 
the  downstairs  wall,  turning  the  imits  into  one  big  twelve- 
person  pad.  Ryan  Robinson  ’99  and  his  roommates,  mean¬ 
while,  found  an  even  more  creative  way  to  alter  Mod  6A. 
“We  tossed  around  the  idea  of  either  painting  the  Alumni 
Stadium  football  field  or  Conte  Forum  on  the  downstairs 
ceiling,”  Robinson  recalled.  “We  ended  up  going  with  the 
hockey  rink.  We  went  to  Conte  and  took  a  look  at  it  and  got 
some  information  about  the  dimensions  of  the  circles  and 
the  line  placement.  There  was  some  math  involved.  Half  of 
my  roommates  were  computer  science  guys  so  they  were 
into  that.”  It  took  three  weeks  to  complete  the  Kelley  Rink 
mural — “The  worst  part  was  watching  them  paint  it  over 
when  we  moved  out,”  Robinson  said. 

Fresh  paint  isn’t  all  the  Mods  get  after  a  senior  class 
departs.  They’re  constantly  upgraded  with  new  cabinets, 
new  appliances,  and  new  carpets.  “We  put  a  lot  of  effort 
into  these  units,”  said  Jamie  MacDonald,  the  construction 
project  manager  at  BC.  “We  know  how  loved  they  are.” 

Still,  new,  more  space-efficient  buildings  and  construc¬ 


tion  have  encroached  on  the  enclave  over  the  years,  reduc¬ 
ing  the  total  number  of  units  from  86  to  76.  After  the 
University  announced  it  would  eliminate  six  units  in  1 992 
to  make  room  for  Corcoran  Commons  and  Vandershce 
Hall,  seniors  inundated  the  president’s  office  with  letters 
and  phone  calls,  contacted  local  media,  and  organized  an 
all-night  sit-in  near  the  ill-fated  dwellings.  Though  their 
efforts  didn’t  prevent  demolition,  they  did  delay  it  until 
after  Commencement  that  year.  Four  additional  units  were 
removed  in  the  early  2000s. 

It  seems  that  everyone’s  favorite  temporary  houses  are 
safe  for  now:  “There  are  no  plans  in  the  immediate  future 
for  removing  the  Mods,”  said  Greg  Jones,  director  of 
housing  operations.  But  if  the  Mods  eventually  do  meet 
the  wrecking  ball,  it  will  be  a  shame.  Though  1  missed 
out  on  hving  in  one,  1  spent  lots  of  1998  in  their  tight  con¬ 
fines.  If  1  close  my  eyes,  1  can  still  smell  the  stale  beer  and 
hear  the  bad  late-’90s  music  turned  up  loud  enough 
to  shake  the  stuffed,  sweaty  building.  And  1  can’t  imagine 
BC  without  that.  ■ 

Cordy  Megroz  '98  is  a  contributing  editor  for  Outside  magazine 
and  also  writes  for  Men's  Journal,  Bloomberg  Businessweek,  Wired, 
and  SKI. 


Send  your  #/\Aod/\Aemories  to:  bcm@bc.edu 
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T  WAS  EARLY 
afternoon  on  the  first  Monday 
of  2020,  and  Brahm  Callahan  was  seated  at 
a  white- clothed  table  in  the  Boston  restaurant 
Grill  23,  still  reeling  from  the  holiday  blitz. 


Just  a  few  nights  earlier,  900  guests  had  passed  through  this 
very  dining  room  in  celebration  of  New  Year’s  Eve.  They’d 
popped  bottles  of  pricy  bubbly,  slugged  stiff  cocktails,  and 
uncorked  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  special- 
occasion  wines.  And  each  oimce  of  alcohol  that  passed 
through  their  lips  and  ended  up  on  a  bar  tab  had,  in  one 
way  or  another,  been  masterminded  by  Callahan. 

Callahan,  35,  is  beverage  director  for  Himmel  Hospital¬ 
ity  Group,  whose  portfolio  of  Boston-area  restaurants  also 
includes  Harvest,  Bistro  du  Midi,  and  Post  390.  At  each 
of  these  spots,  Callahan  oversees  every  cocktail,  mocktail, 
beer,  and  bottle  of  wine  that’s  offered.  The  chain’s  crown 
jewel,  though,  is  Grill  23,  the  vaunted  steakhouse  where  the 
wine  list  runs  a  dizzying  2,300  selections  deep. 

As  Callahan  is  acutely  aware,  booze  is  big  business — 
alcohol  sales  in  the  U.S.  topped  $253  billion  in  2018 — and 
a  crucial  component  of  a  restaurant’s  success;  Beer,  wine, 
and  spirits  typically  account  for  an  eatery’s  highest  profit 
margins.  But  alcohol  isn’t  just  important  to  the  bottom  hne. 
In  the  age  of  craft  spirits,  microbrews,  and  social  media 
infiuencers,  beverage  programs  are  an  increasingly  vital 
part  of  a  restaurant’s  identity.  And  it  falls  on  Callahan  to 
ensure  that  each  of  the  Himmel  Group’s  businesses  rises 
above  the  fray  to  deliver  something  special  to  every  thirsty 
guest  who  walks  in  the  door. 

“We  don’t  copy  and  paste  our  beverage  programs,” 
Callahan,  who  wore  a  gray  suit  and  a  pink  shirt  with  blue 
buttons,  told  me  as  we  talked  in  Grill  23.  “Each  restaurant 
in  the  Himmel  Group  has  its  own  personahty,  and  1  work 
with  my  teams  to  make  sure  the  drink  hst  is  appropriate 
for  the  concept  of  the  restaurant,  as  well  as  the  customer 
base  and  the  season.”  At  the  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
mainstay  Harvest,  for  instance,  Callahan  believes  that  the 
focus  on  New  England-themed  cuisine  and  the  smaller 
dining  room  call  for  cocktails  that  are  a  little  different  and 
a  little  more  complex,  such  as  a  Sidecar  with  Erangelico, 
pumpkin  spice,  and  cava.  “And  because  the  restaurant  is 


in  Harvard  Square,  where  there  are  a  lot  of  academics  and 
international  travelers,  we  can  offer  up  a  wine  list  that’s 
perhaps  more  esoteric  than  you  might  see  in  our  other 
restaurants,”  he  said. 

Callahan’s  talent  for  inspired  drink  lists  is  admired  by 
competitors  and  customers  alike.  “If  you  look  at  all  the 
Himmel  Group’s  restaurants,  they  have  phenomenal  bal¬ 
ance  across  their  wine  hsts,”  said  Ben  Oram,  wine  director 
at  Boston  Harbor  Hotel.  “Brahm’s  done  a  great  job  of  pull¬ 
ing  the  whole  world  of  wine  together  and  representing  so 
many  countries.” 

Meanwhile,  Kevin  O’Leary,  who’s  better  known  as  Mr. 
Wonderful,  the  ruthlessly  critical  star  of  ABC’s  Shark  Tank, 
gushed  about  “the  depth  of  Grill  23’s  domestic  offerings” 
and  Callahan’s  attention  to  service.  O’Leary,  a  serious  wine 
enthusiast  who  belongs  to  the  Confrerie  des  Chevaliers  du 
Tastevin,  a  semi-secretive  society  of  Burgundy  lovers,  has 
frequented  Grill  23  for  years,  in  part  because  of  Callahan’s 
skill.  “1  don’t  even  bother  looking  at  the  wine  hst  anymore,” 
he  said.  “1  tell  him  or  whoever  on  his  team  is  working 
that  night  what  I’m  in  the  mood  for,  what  my  price  range 
is — $150,  $180  a  bottle — and  1  let  them  go  dig  in  the  cellar. 
I’ve  never  been  disappointed.” 

As  a  vibrant  beverage  program  has  become  ever-more 
crucial  to  a  restaurant’s  financial  health,  the  role  of  bever¬ 
age  director  has  become  quite  common  in  the  hospitality 
industry.  But  there’s  something  about  Callahan  that  distin¬ 
guishes  him  from  just  about  every  other  beverage  director 
in  the  world;  He’s  one  of  fewer  than  300  people  on  earth 
who’s  a  certified  master  sommelier. 


'  FEW  DAYS  LATER,  Callahan  invited  me  back 
o  Grill  23  to  show  me  how  he  shrinks  the 
world.  At  the  bar,  he  lifted  up  a  glass  containing  three  or  so 
ounces  of  red  wine,  tilted  it  to  a  nearly  90-degree  angle,  and 
peered  through  the  purple-hued  liquid  toward  his  wrist- 
watch.  “1  can  read  the  time,  so  that  means  it’s  Pinot  Noir, 
Gamay,  Nebbiolo,  or  8angiovese,”  he  said.  “It  could  be 
Nerello  Mascalese,  it  could  be  Grenache.  You  have  to  make 
the  world  smaller  before  you  smell  or  taste  it.” 

Erom  there,  a  quick  sniff  narrowed  it  down  to  a  Pinot  or 
a  Gamay.  Then  he  pulled  a  small  sip  while  steadily  inhaling 
through  his  nostrils.  “It’s  a  Pinot  Noir,”  he  declared.  But 
where  was  it  from?  He  instantly  ruled  out  8outh  America, 
Europe,  Austraha,  and  8outh  Africa,  making  the  world 
smaller  and  smaller,  until  finally  landing  on  Oregon’s 
Willamette  Valley,  circa  2016.  Bingo. 

The  sommelier  culture  hews  to  a  strict  hierarchy  in 
which  master  sommeliers  are  perched  on  top.  They’re 
expected  to  know  everything  in  the  world  there  is  to  know 
about  wine,  from  the  perfect  glass  to  pair  with  a  filet  of 


Growing  up  in  South  Deerfield, 
Massachusetts,  Callahan  realized  early 
in  life  that  he  was  sensitive  to  the  world 
~  around  him  in  ways  most  people  weren’t.  “1 
was  the  kid  who  had  to  have  all  the  tags  and 
loose  threads  cut  off  my  clothes  and  sneakers 
and  socks  or  they’d  drive  me  nuts,”  he  said.  “I’m 
also  the  person  who  thinks  cilantro  tastes  hke 
soap,  and  I’ve  always  heen  sensitive  to  smells.  1 
remember  there  was  one  tree  in  my  neighbor¬ 
hood  that  when  it  bloomed  each  year  1  had  to 
stop  going  on  our  family  bike  rides  because  the 
smell  would  bother  me  so  much.  It  just  smelled 
rotten,  and  my  parents  thought  1  was  crazy 
because  they  couldn’t  smell  anything.” 

Around  age  14,  Callahan  landed  his  first 
restaurant  job  at  the  Deerfield  Inn,  a  high-end 
hotel  and  eatery  nestled  in  the  foothills  of 
the  Berkshires.  He  served  and  cleared  palate 
cleansers  between  courses.  “My  entire  exis¬ 
tence  was  based  around  scooping  sorbet  and 
putting  it  in  a  fancy 


Successfully  blind-tasting 
wine  requires  "a  bunch  of 
smeii-taste  memories  that 
i've  built  up,"  said  Brahm 
Callahan,  pictured  here  in 
a  wine  room  at  Grill  23. 


glass,”  he  recalled 
with  a  laugh.  He 
loved  it. 

At  the  University 
of  Massachusetts 


monkfish  to  soil  conditions  in  Romania.  As  anyone  who’s 
seen  the  acclaimed  documentary  Somm  knows,  the  master 
sommelier  test  is  an  all-consuming  experience  that  can  take 
years  to  navigate,  and  that  demoralizes  just  about  everyone 
who  tries  their  hand  at  it.  The  test  consists  of  three  parts; 
service,  in  which  candidates  are  judged  on  their  perfor¬ 
mance  in  a  simulated  restaurant  experience;  theory,  an  oral 
exam  that  probes  their  knowledge  of  history,  laws,  aging 
requirements,  and  anything  else  that’s  obscure  and  related 
to  wine;  and  a  blind  tasting,  in  which  test  takers  must  iden¬ 
tify  the  precise  vintage  of  a  wine  based  solely  on  its  taste, 
smell,  and  appearance.  Since  its  inception  in  1969,  more 
people  have  gone  to  space  than  have  successfully  completed 
the  exam.  Callahan  passed  it  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  30. 

Now,  to  be  fair,  asking  Callahan  to  ID  a  Pinot  Noir  at 


a  restaurant  where  he  oversees  the  beverage  program  is 
hardly  a  test  of  his  skills.  It’s  more  like  asking  David  Ortiz 
to  get  on  base  at  a  charity  softball  game.  But  Callahan,  a 
baby-faced  savant  who  still  regularly  gets  carded  at  bars  and 
liquor  stores,  estimates  that  he’s  tasted  more  than  1  million 
wines  at  this  point  in  his  career.  And  he  treats  each  one  as 
a  source  of  precious  data  points  that  he  needs  to  log  in  his 
brain  and  be  able  to  recall  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

Successfully  blind-tasting  a  wine  is  part  process  of  elimi¬ 
nation,  part  deductive  reasoning,  and  part  associative  mem¬ 
ory.  “It’s  a  bunch  of  smell-taste  memories  that  I’ve  built  up,” 
Callahan  explained.  “And  those  memories  are  tied  to  sets  of 
information  that  are  tied  to  further  sets  of  information  that 
are  tied  to  further  sets  of  information.”  Novel  as  this  skill  is, 
Callahan  assured  me  that  it  can  at  times  feel  like  he’s  per¬ 
forming  a  parlor  trick.  He’s  more  than  happy 
to  oblige  if  a  dinner  guest  is  curious,  but  there 
are  much  more  important  things  he  should  be 
doing  with  his  time — ^hke  figuring  out  new  ways 
to  stay  ahead  in  Boston’s  fast-evolving  dining 
scene.  But  with  all  the  cutthroat  competition, 
harsh  critics,  and  fickle  consumers,  that  can  be 
easier  said  than  done. 


SPRING 


Brahm  Callahan 
is  one  of  just 
three  master 
sommeliers  in 
Massachusetts. 
“It’s  the  best 
thing  I’ve  ever 
done,”  he  said. 
“But  getting  there 
was  the  worst 
thing  I’ve  ever 
done  to  myself.” 


Amherst,  Callahan  majored  in 
history  and  worked  nights  as  a 
sommelier  at  a  nearhy  restau¬ 
rant.  He  was  trying  to  sell  hahy 
boomers  $120  bottles  of  wine, 
but  he  looked  like  he  was  1 2, 
so  he  did  a  bit  of  studying  and 
passed  the  test  to  become  a 
certified  sommeher,  the  lowest 
rung  of  the  ladder. 

Soon  after  graduating  from 
UMass,  Callahan  enrolled  in 
Boston  College’s  master’s  pro¬ 
gram  in  ancient  history,  and 
accepted  a  job  running  the  wine 
program  at  the  now-defunct 
Boston  restaurant  Excelsior. 

The  idea  was  to  pay  his  way 
through  graduate  school  and 
then  enroll  in  a  Ph.D.  program, 
with  an  eye  toward  ultimately 
becoming  a  professor. 

As  a  student  of  history, 

Callahan  has  always  admired 
the  Roman  Empire — so  much 

so  that  he  has  a  Roman  centurion  tattooed  across  his  upper 
thigh  along  with  “SPQG,”  short  for  Senatus  Populus  que 
Romanus,  or  the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome.  All  centu¬ 
rions  supposedly  had  the  letters  branded  or  tattooed  on 
them,  he  explained,  as  a  reminder  of  whom  they  served.  “It 
was  centurions’  duty  to  live  and  die  for  the  empire — for  the 
greater  good.  But  if  they  survived  to  the  end  of  their  tenure, 
they  would  be  given  enough  land  to  retire  and  be  able  to  hve 
well  off  the  empire,”  he  said.  “And  I  just  love  the  idea  that  if 
you’re  willing  to  put  more  of  yourself  into  something  than 
you  necessarily  should,  oftentimes  it  will  come  back  to  you.” 

One  afternoon  in  2008,  near  the  end  of  his  master’s 
program,  Callahan  met  with  his  advisor.  Professor  Robin 
Eleming.  He  had  the  grades  and  skills  to  pursue  a  Ph.D. 

But  he  was  also  making  good  money  and  having  loads  of 
fun  working  in  the  restaurant  business.  “He  loved  history,” 
Eleming  told  me.  “But  it  was  clear  that  he  loved  wine  even 
more.  He  was  already  gaining  a  reputation  as  having  one  of 
the  best  noses  in  Boston.”  Eleming  told  her  student  that  he 
could  always  come  back  to  academia,  so  why  not  take  some 
time  to  hve  a  life  of  wine? 

Callahan  had  considered  wine  a  side  hustle  and  a  hobby, 
but  that  was  starting  to  change.  Around  2010,  a  friend  sug¬ 
gested  he  take  the  advanced  sommelier  examination.  It’s  the 
next  significant  step  toward  becoming  a  master  sommelier 
and  a  challenging  feat  in  itself,  one  that  most  people  fail  the 
first  time  around.  He  passed  on  his  first  try.  He  was  now 


eligible  to  sit  for  the  master’s  exam.  Suddenly,  wine  had 
become  a  very  serious  business.  Callahan  spent  more  than  a 
year  studying,  took  the  master’s  exam. .  .and  promptly  “got 
smoked,”  he  said.  “I  just  set  myself  on  fire  during  the  theory 
portion  of  the  exam.  I  was  clearly  not  aware  of  the  gap 
between  where  I  was  and  where  I  needed  to  be.” 

Having  been  humbled  by  his  first  attempt  at  the  master’s 
exam,  Callahan  started  to  feel  the  pressure.  Among  the 
exam’s  more  notable  rules  are  that  you  can  sit  for  it  only 
once  a  year  and  that  you  must  pass  each  of  its  three  parts 
within  a  three-year  period.  Eail  to  do  so  and  you  lose  credit 
for  any  portions  you’ve  previously  passed  and  have  to  start 
all  over  again.  Eor  Callahan,  the  clock  was  ticking  in  other 
ways,  too;  His  wife  was  pregnant  with  their  first  child. 

Acutely  aware  of  all  that  was  at  stake,  Callahan  cut  him¬ 
self  off  almost  entirely  from  the  outside  world.  No  TV,  no 
Internet  unless  it  was  wine  related,  and  limited  social  inter¬ 
actions.  He  created  laminated  study  guides  for  cramming 
while  in  the  shower.  At  the  gym,  his  ninety  minutes  on  the 
treadmill  or  elhptical  involved  studying  note  cards  the  whole 
time.  “I  was  just  crushing  data  into  my  brain,”  he  recalled. 
“There’s  hke  a  full  eighteen-month  period  in  2014  and  2015 
where  I  don’t  know  what  happened  in  the  world.  I  didn’t 
know  there  was  a  new  governor  of  Massachusetts.  I  couldn’t 
have  a  conversation  with  a  human  being  unless  it  was  about 
alcohol.  I  just  shut  off.”  In  2015,  Callahan  sat  for  the  exam 
once  again.  This  time  he  passed,  becoming  just  the  second 
master  sommelier  in  Massachusetts.  (There’s  now  a  third  in 
the  state.)  “It’s  the  best  thing  I’ve  ever  done,”  he  said.  “But 
getting  there  was  the  worst  thing  I’ve  ever  done  to  myself.” 

M  ALLAHAN  IS  A  SOMMELIER,  of  COUTSe,  and  that 

C  means  he  still  gets  excited  about  the  flavor  profiles  of 

Rieslings  or  the  aromatics  of  a  glass  of  Burgundy.  But  these 
days,  he’s  more  passionate  about  the  business  of  wine.  “The 
restaurant  industry  and  the  wine  industry  are  changing  at 
Ught  speed  and  the  traditional  role  of  a  sommelier — pairing 
an  appropriate  wine  with  the  appropriate  food,  opening 
the  botde,  and  selling  it — isn’t  really  what  we’re  doing  any¬ 
more,”  Callahan  said.  “I  think  of  myself  as  someone  who 
fully  understands  the  business  of  wine.” 

As  Himmel  Group  beverage  director,  Callahan  buys 
and  sells  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  wine  from  vineyards 
around  the  world — ^he  flies  150,000  or  so  miles  each  year, 
to  destinations  Hke  New  Zealand  and  Argentina.  He  needs 
to  know  which  bottles  are  in  demand  now  and  which  bottles 
he  can  buy  and  lay  down  for  ten  or  twenty  years  in  the  res¬ 
taurant’s  bunker-like  cellar.  He  also  needs  to  stay  ahead  of 
trends — millennials  and  rose,  for  instance — and  navigate 
unpredictable  market  forces,  including  President  Trump’s 
recent  threats  of  a  100  percent  tariff  on  European  wines. 


“A  bottle  that  costs  $20  today  cotdd  tomorrow  cost  $40,” 
he  said.  “At  Grill  23  we  have  three  years  worth  of  wine  we 
cotdd  sell  if  we  needed  to  while  this  whole  thing  works  itself 
out.  If  we’re  only  thinking  about  tomorrow,  then  I’m  not 
doing  my  job  right.  1  have  to  be  three,  four,  five  steps  ahead.” 

Of  course,  not  all  of  Callahan’s  job  involves  jetting  from 
vineyard  to  vineyard,  sniffing  and  sipping  wines  while 
being  doted  on  by  distributors  and  wholesalers.  A  lot  of  his 
most  important  work  involves  nitty-gritty  management — 
overseeing  budgets,  tracking  inventory,  and  grooming 
up-and-coming  talent.  Under  Callahan’s  leadership.  Grill 
23’s  wine  program  has  grown  to  include  approximately  two 
dozen  sommeliers  whom  he  actively  trains  and  mentors. 
“He’s  one  of  those  people  who  knows  the  answer  to  every 
question  we  have,”  said  Hugo  Bensimon,  the  restaurant’s 
recently  promoted  wine  director,  who  is  himself  cur¬ 
rently  studying  for  the  master 
"I  think  of  myself  as  some-  sommelier  exam.  Meanwhile, 
one  who  fully  understands  CaUahan’s  knack  for  sussing 
the  business  of  wine,"  said  . 

-  ,  ,  out  and  stockpilmg  coveted  vm- 

Brahm  Callahan,  pictured  v  & 

here  at  Grill  23.  tages  has  helped  Grill  23  rack  up 


enough  awards  to  fill  a  trophy  case.  Last  year,  the  restau¬ 
rant  was  one  of  only  eighty-nine  in  the  world  to  earn  Wine 
Spectator’s  Grand  Award. 

one  last  thing  he  wanted  to  show  me.  We  took 
an  old  service  elevator  to  the  basement,  where  Callahan  led 
me  down  a  winding  hallway  until  we  reached  a  padlocked 
door.  Behind  it,  racks  and  racks  and  racks  of  wine  greeted  us. 

Now,  you  might  imagine  that  one  of  the  best  wine  collec¬ 
tions  in  New  England  would  be  housed  in  a  state-of-the-art, 
chmate-controUed  room  with  laser  alarms  and  beams  of 
mahogany.  You’d  be  wrong.  The  room  was  impressively 
hare-bones,  consisting  of  cement  walls,  an  old  thermostat 
that  read  52  degrees,  and  a  couple  of  dozen  shelves.  Most 
people  don’t  give  wine  enough  credit,  Callahan  said.  “It’s 
incredibly  durable.  There’s  a  reason  people  have  been  mak¬ 
ing  it  and  drinking  it  for  thousands  of  years.” 

1  asked  Callahan  which  bottle  down  here  excited  him 
the  most,  but  he  doesn’t  play  favorites.  He  can’t.  “We  have 
bottles  that  would  bend  most  people’s  minds,”  he  said.  “We 
have  Romanee-Conti  Romanee-Conti — which  is  argu¬ 
ably  the  rarest  bottle  of  wine  in  the  world — a  ’61  Lafite, 
and  Madeira  from  the  1800s.  But  this  is  all  so  normahzed 
to  me.  I’ve  pretty  much  had  everything  at  this  point  and  1 
think  that’s  one  of  the  reasons  1  have  such  a  casual  attitude 
toward  wine.” 

For  all  of  Callahan’s  expertise  and  experience,  he  truly 
does  appear  to  have  zero  pretensions  about  wine  or  his 
career.  He  doesn’t  care  if  you  love  canned  Chardonnay  or 
have  a  rack  full  of  Two  Buck  Chuck  in  your  hving  room. 
Nor  does  he  mind  the  rise  of  Instagram  influencers  who’ve 
never  studied  a  day  in  their  hfe  but  are  busy  living  that 
#winelife  and  sharing  #wineporn  to  40,000  followers. 

“If  they’re  drinking  wine  and  enjoying  it,”  he  said,  “and 
that  inspires  someone  else  to  go  out  and  buy  some  wine, 
it’ll  eventually  trickle  over  to  our  side.”  Callahan  doesn’t 
romanticize  wine  or  the  path  he’s  taken.  In  his  world,  wine 
is  first  and  foremost  a  business,  and  he’s  after  every  bit  of 
market  share  he  can  grab. 

As  we  continued  looking  around  the  vast  storage  room, 
Callahan  mentioned  that  he  recently  acquired  a  haul  of 
Giacomo  Conterno  Monfortino  2012  Barolo  Riserva.  The 
750  ml  bottles  will  age  for  seven  to  ten  years,  while  the 
magnums  will  age  for  fifteen  to  twenty  years.  “1  could  be 
long  gone  from  here  by  the  time  those  bottles  are  ready  to 
be  put  on  the  hst,”  he  said,  fiometimes  Callahan  must  be 
two,  three,  or  four  steps  ahead  of  the  competition.  Other 
times,  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  ■ 

Chris  Sweeney  is  a  Boston-based  writer  and  editor  whose  work  has 
appeared  in  Men's  Journal,  Popular  Mechanics,  and  more. 
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Calling  all  AHANA  alumni!  Mark  your  calendars  for 

RECONNECT  III 


JULY  24-26,  2020 


Return  to  campus  with  friends  and  family  for  a  weekend  of  fun,  excitement,  and  meaningful  engagement, 
brought  to  you  by  the  AHANA  Alumni  Advisory  Council  (AAAC)  and  the  Boston  College  Alumni 
Association.  Regardless  of  when  you  graduated,  there’s  something  for  you  at  this  one-of-a-kind  event, 
from  family  activities  to  networking  receptions  to  dancing  the  night  away! 

“First,  we  have  the  chance  to  reconnect  with  the  University,  acknowledging  the  role  that  BC  played  in 
developing  us  as  individuals,  and  learning  about  the  great  things  that  have  happened  since  we  were  on 
campus,”  says  Bob  Marshall  ’88,  P’17,  co-chair  of  the  AAAC. 

“Second,  we  have  this  chance  to  reunite  with  classmates,  friends,  and  folks  who  were  also  a  part  of  our  growth 
and  development.  Last,  we  want  to  be  inspired  to  recommit  to  the  spirit  of  serving  others.  At  RECONNECT  III, 
we  hope  you’ll  feel  engaged  with  the  University,  reunited  with  your  friends,  and  re-inspired  as  men  and  women 
for  others.” 


RECONNECT  III  is  about  bonding — having  a  place  where  we  can  share  knowledge,  celebrate  our 
accomplishments,  and  be  in  community  with  each  other.  We  hope  to  see  you  there! 


To  register  for  RECONNECT  III,  visit  bc.edu/reconnect. 
MM  Questions!^  Contact  us  at  AHANAalumni@bc.edu. 
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70  Your  opportunity  to 
lead  with  the  best 
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o  Learn  more  or  register  for  these  and 
other  events  at  bc.edu/alumni. 
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1948 

Correspondent:  Timothy  C.  Buckley 
huckhirch@aol.  com 

1949 

Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@hc.edu 


1950 

70TH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

Bob  Parker  continues  to  write  book  reviews 
on  his  blog,  A  Literary  Cavalcade,  at 
wordsmith.com.  Recent  evaluations  include 
Home  by  Marilynne  Robinson,  Benediction 
by  Kent  Haruf,  Crimes  of  the  Father  by 
Thomas  Keneally,  and  A  Legacy  of  Spies 
by  John  le  Carre. 

Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@  bc.edu 

NC  1950-1953 

70TH  REUNION  (1950) 

May  29-31,  2020 

There  is  one  area  of  Class  Notes  reporting 
in  which  “No  news  is  good  news.”  I  am 
happy  to  write  that  such  is  the  case 
herewith,  but  neither  do  I  have  any  exciting 
or  even  humdrum  news.  I  hope  this  means 
you  have  time  to  savor  the  blue  sky,  the  full 
moon,  the  golden  leaves,  and  visits  from 
family  and  friends. 

Correspondent:  Ann  Fulton  Cote  NC’53 
171  Swanton  Street,  No.  79 
Winchester,  MA  oiSgo 
7S1-729-8512 

1951 

Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@bc.edu 

1952 

Correspondent:  Frank  McGee 
jjamesmcgee@gmail.com 

1953 

John  Cheney  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Osher  Lifelong  Learning  Institute’s 
program  for  seniors  at  UMass  Boston  for 
over  10  years,  and  has  taken  courses  on 
opera,  Shakespeare,  and  poetry  writing. 

He  continues  to  do  readings  of  his  poetry 
both  locally  and  at  Trinity  Church  in 
Boston,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Carol,  have 
been  members  for  30  years.  Their  niece 
Kelly  is  in  the  BC  Class  of  2020.  •  Tom 
Smith  is  adjusting  to  life  in  a  retirement 
community  after  moving  to  Sarasota,  FL, 
to  be  closer  to  family.  He  writes:  “Great 
half-duplex  home,  beautiful  neighborhood, 
nice  neighbors.  But  at  times  the  silence 
is  deafening.  In  our  extended  family,  we 
have  9  children,  15  grandchildren,  and 


8  great-grandchildren,  with  new  additions 
expected  shortly.  We’ll  survive.” 

Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@bc.edu 

1954 

I  talked  to  George  Parsons,  JD’57,  recently. 
After  his  four  years  of  undergraduate 
school,  George  continued  on  to  BG  Law, 
followed  by  military  service  in  the  Judge 
Advocate  General’s  Gorps.  After  completing 
military  service,  he  went  to  work  for  the 
Securities  Exchange  Gommission. 
Eventually,  George  moved  to  Richmond, 
where  he  spent  27  years  as  corporate 
counsel  for  a  large  insurance  company. 
George  and  his  wife  still  reside  in 
Richmond,  as  do  three  of  their  children. 

•  Instead  of  a  call  to  another  classmate, 

I  (John  Ford,  MSW’6i)  thought  I  would 
interview  myself  After  retirement  at  age 
70  from  the  position  of  undersecretary 
of  health  and  human  services  for  the 
Gommonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  I  had 
an  active  consulting  business.  Now  I  serve 
as  treasurer  for  a  nonprofit  agency,  serving 
people  with  mental  illness  and  developmental 
disabilities.  I  am  also  on  my  parish  finance 
committee  and  take  an  occasional  consulting 
gig,  which  helps  me  remain  active.  My  wife, 
Jane,  recently  retired  at  age  75. 1  have  two 
adult  children,  two  granddaughters,  and  a 
great-granddaughter  who  brings  us  much 
joy.  •  Lenny  Matthews  keeps  me  up  to  date 
on  deaths  of  our  classmates  with  obituaries 
from  various  newspapers.  Thanks,  Lenny, 
for  your  help.  •  Please  give  me  a  call  with 

Correspondent:  John  Ford 
jrfeaglei@gmail.com;  (jo8)  755-3615 
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I’m  sorry  to  open  this  column  with  some 
very  sad  news.  Helen  Ward  Sperry  Mannix 
died  on  November  9,  2019.  She  died 
peacefully  at  home  in  Wilton,  GT, 
surrounded  by  her  family.  The  following 
reflections  on  her  life  are  from  the  obituary 
in  the  Wilton  Bulletin,  published  November 
12,  2019:  “Helen  Ward  was  born  in 
Brooklyn  and  moved  with  her  family  in 
1941  to  Wilton,  GT.  She  graduated  from  the 
Gonvent  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  Greenwich, 

GT,  and  subsequently  graduated  from 
Newton  Gollege  of  the  Sacred  Heart  with 
double  majors  in  music  and  mathematics. 
Throughout  her  life,  Helen  Ward  was  a 
creative  and  inventive  spirit,  taking  after 
her  father,  grandfather,  and  uncle  who  were 
aviation  pioneers,  inventing  the  autopilot, 
gyrocompass,  artificial  horizon,  and 
gyrostabilizer.  When  17  years  old,  she 
met  her  husband  of  51  years,  the  late  John 
Mannix.  Together  they  built  a  home  in 
Wilton  and  raised  their  eight  children. 

The  center  of  her  life  was  her  family. 

Helen  was  a  life-long  pianist,  painter,  and 
photographer,  and  she  was  active  in  her 
church.  Our  Lady  of  Fatima  parish.  She  was 
truly  an  involved  and  committed  citizen 
during  her  76  years  in  Wilton.”  Helen 
Ward  is  survived  by  her  8  children;  16 


45 


grandchildren;  a  sister,  Ann  McGrath 
NC’55;  and  a  brother,  Robert  Sperry.  Please 
keep  Helen  Ward  in  your  prayers.  •  I  had 
a  nice  talk  with  Maureen  Cohalan  Curry. 
AU  is  well  with  her,  and  she  spent  the 
Thanksgiving  holiday  with  her  son  in 
Pennsylvania.  •  Mary  Evans  Bapst  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  sent  me  a  thoughtful 
email:  “A  mixed  bag  may  be  the  case  for 
most  of  us  at  this  stage  of  our  lives — 
health  issues,  political  upheavals,  younger 
generations  questioning  the  values  or  lack 
thereof  that  some  live  by,  friends’  funerals 
more  frequently,  and  environmentalists 
telling  us  to  turn  off  our  lights  while  local 
police  advise  us  to  keep  them  on  to 
discourage  burglars.”  On  another  level, 
Mary  was  hiking  on  a  Sunday  in  the 
colorful  vineyards  near  Geneva.  She  writes: 
“While  [I  was]  taking  a  short  rest  on  a 
retaining  wall,  the  mist  over  Lake  Geneva 
lifted,  the  sun  came  out,  and  there  was 
Mont  Blanc  in  all  its  splendor.  There  stiU 
is  reason  for  optimism!” 

Correspondent:  Mary  Helen  FitzGerald  Daly 
fitznjim@msn.com 
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Correspondent:  Jane  Quigley  Hone 
Janeqhone@  msn.  com 
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In  his  92nd  year,  Tom  Sheehan  continues  to 
write  prose  and  poetry  with  global  acceptance, 
including  100  pieces  this  year  in  Literally 
Stories  (UK),  89  pieces  in  Linnet's  Wings 
(Ireland),  and  278  pieces  in  Rope  and  Wire 
Magazine  in  Oregon,  among  major  sites. 
Correspondent:  Joseph  DiSalvo 
disalvoJa4y4y@gmail.com 
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EUie  Taft  McSaUy’s  daughter  Martha  has 
been  serving  the  U.S.  Senate  in  John 
McCain’s  former  seat.  They  were  close;  as 
he  would  say:  “We’re  both  mavericks.” 
Martha  was  the  first  female  commander  of 
a  USAF  fighter  squadron  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force.  •  Sheila  Murphy  Madden  writes  that 
she  recently  moved  to  the  San  Francisco 
suburb  of  Walnut  Creek  and  is  “teaching 
Buddhist  meditation  weekly  in  a  big  senior 
complex  there  called  Rossmoor.  Mindfulness 
has  become  very  popular  these  days,  so  I 
have  plenty  of  attendees.”  •  Gail  O’Donnell, 
RSCJ,  MDiv’8o,  will  travel  to  Tokyo  in 
March  2020  to  attend  the  vow  ceremony  of 
two  of  the  RSCJ  novices  whose  retreat  she 
directed  last  July.  We  pray  for  many  more, 
Gail!  •  Ursula  Cohalan  Connors  writes  that 
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Patsy  Leary,  our  faithful  correspondent  for 
many  years,  has  moved  to  independent 
living.  •  Hope  to  hear  from  all  of  you  about 
your  summer  plans  for  the  next  issue. 
Correspondent:  Cathy  Brennan  Hickey 
chhickeyy@gmail.com 
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I  received  a  note  from  Ruth  Kleber  saying 
that  her  late  husband,  Robert  Kleber,  a 
former  U.S.  Army  colonel,  was  buried  with 
full  military  honors  at  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  this  past  January.  •  Sad  to  report 
also  the  passing  on  May  25  of  our  great 
classmate  Charles  Fox,  who  was  such  a 
great  contributor  to  our  class’s  success.  • 
Our  deep  condolences  also  to  Paul  Daly, 
who  recently  lost  his  son  Paul  to  cancer 
after  a  five-year  battle.  Paul  also  had  to 
contend  with  serious  medical  issues 
affecting  his  wife,  Irene,  and  his  daughter 
at  the  same  time.  •  On  a  happy  note.  I’m 
pleased  to  report  that  our  classmate  John 
Harrington,  MBA’66,  H’lo,  chairman  of 
the  Yawkey  Foundation  and  former  CEO 
of  the  Red  Sox,  was  inducted  into  the 
Irish  American  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  in 
Manhattan  this  past  June.  •  I  just  received 
word  that  Fr.  Tom  Ahearn  passed  away  on 
September  2.  He  had  been  a  Maryknoll 
priest  for  51  years.  Gene  SuUivan,  DEd’8i, 
celebrated  Fr.  Tom’s  memorial  Mass  with 
many  of  our  classmates  present.  •  I  heard 
from  Fr.  Gerry  Kelly  that  he  has  been  in 
Houston  for  the  past  18  years;  also  a 
Maryknoll  priest,  he  has  been  busy  recently 
helping  those  seeking  asylum  in  the  U.S.  • 
Some  of  our  still-active  classmates  recently 
had  a  golf  outing  at  the  Brookside  Club  on 
the  Cape.  Those  participating  were  Paul 
McAdams,  Jim  Connolly,  Bill  MacKenzie, 
Dave  McAvoy,  Ed  Murphy,  Jim  Devlin,  and 
Paul  Daly. 

Correspondent:  M.  Frank  Higgins 
fhiggsg2@gmail.com 
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I  have  the  pleasure  of  keeping  in  touch  by 
phone  with  Liz  Doyle  Eckl  and  Margie 
Craig  Sheehy.  I  hope  you  all  also  stay  in 
touch  with  each  other  as  it  is  so  comforting 
to  share  crazy  memories  of  old  days  together 
and  hear  thoughts  of  our  long  lives.  Liz  is 
active  in  her  church  in  Reston,  VA,  and 
with  her  family  who  live  nearby,  but  of 
course  she  misses  her  husband,  Chris, 
whom  many  of  us  knew  from  her  college 
dating  days  long  ago!  She  stays  in  touch 
with  some  Sacred  Heart  connections  in  the 
Washington  area,  which  keeps  her  in  the 
loop.  On  the  West  Coast,  Margie  is  settling 
into  her  new  retirement  community  among 
the  redwoods  in  California.  She  looks 
forward  to  an  extended  trip  east  this 
summer  to  her  family’s  longtime  summer 
home  in  Rehoboth,  DE.  •  On  a  gorgeous  fall 
day,  I  was  able  to  visit  with  Kate  McCann 
Benson  for  lunch  in  New  Hampshire  at  the 
Hanover  Inn.  Joining  us  was  her  son,  Mark, 
a  former  Navy  pilot  and  now  a  commercial 
pilot,  who  has  a  home  nearby.  Kate  is  at  the 
Kendal  retirement  community,  which  offers 


her  many  services  and  where  she  still 
enjoys  her  musical  talents,  I  am  sure!  It 
is  so  wonderful  to  meet  offspring  of  our 
classmates.  •  Joan  Hanlon  Curley  sends 
lots  of  news  from  Naples:  more  exposure 
for  her  nine  children’s  books  and  those  of 
her  husband  as  we  reported  in  the  last  class 
notes.  Also,  Joan  reports  that  she  is  part  of 
an  active  Boston  College  alumni  group  that 
meets  once  a  month  during  high  season  for 
lunch  and  get-togethers.  She’s  beginning 
to  feel  like  the  oldest  member,  as  everyone 
has  to  announce  their  graduation  year.  Joan 
and  husband  Neil  were  greeters  for  a  formal 
event  featuring  former  governor  Chris 
Christie.  He  was  a  delight  to  meet  and 
escort  around,  and  he  and  Joan  exchanged 
books.  •  Carol  McCurdy  Regenauer  and 
Janet  Black  Rohan  McKiUop  took  a  Viking 
Danube  cruise  last  June  from  Nuremberg  to 
Budapest  with  historic  stops  along  the  way. 
Fellow  travelers  thought  they  were  college 
roommates  but  had  the  courtesy  not  to  ask 
the  year!  •  I  (Connie  Weldon  LeMaitre), 
too,  traveled  last  fall — to  the  Baltic 
countries,  followed  by  a  week  in  Bologna 
and  surrounding  countryside,  billed  as 
a  “food  and  hiking  tour.”  However,  I 
concentrated  only  on  the  food!  Loved  that 
part  of  Italy,  staying  at  farms  and  eating 
at  family  restaurants. 

Correspondent:  Connie  Weldon  LeMaitre 
lemaitre.cornelia@gmail.com 
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Keeping  you  up  to  date,  it  was  a  pleasant 
surprise  when  so  many  guests  attended  the 
Florida  brunch  that  was  held  at  Stonebridge 
Country  Club.  Tony  ’59  and  Bea  (Capraro) 
Busa  are  members,  so  they  were  able  to  set 
up  a  great  event.  Thanks  so  much,  Bea. 
Mary  Ann  and  John  Dooley,  Janet  and  Mike 
Daley,  Lavinia  and  Joe  Giardina,  Mary  and 
Joe  Giere,  Elaine  and  EUen  Gilmore,  Jan 
and  Dick  Hartigan,  and  Jackie  and  Jack 
Kudzma,  MBA’70,  were  able  to  attend.  We 
also  got  to  talk  to  Dot  and  Bob  Pickette, 

June  and  BiU  O’Rourke,  and  guests  Jo 
Connors  and  Mary  NeviUe  Hayes,  MA’95. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Lynch 
School  was  well  represented  by  Evi  and 
John  Theall,  A1  and  Camille  (Colasante)  St. 
Pierre,  Vic  ’57  and  Annette  (Collins)  Popeo, 
Ginny  DeCenova,  Marian  DeLollis,  Joyce 
Rizzuto,  and  our  hosts,  Bea  and  Tony  Busa. 

•  Just  a  reminder  that  this  magazine  only 
comes  out  three  times  a  year  now,  so  I  wiU 
try  to  keep  you  informed  on  any  news.  •  We 
heard  from  David  Ojerholm,  who  now 
resides  in  Cremorne,  Australia.  David  has 
been  married  for  58  years  and  has  two 
children  and  three  granddaughters.  He 
considers  himself  the  family  historian  as 
his  family  came  from  Sweden  to  the  U.S. 
and  now  calls  Australia  home.  He  is 
working  on  an  autobiography.  David  also 
enjoys  singing  barbershop  music  with  the 
Sydney  Harmony  chorus.  It  was  great 
hearing  from  you,  David,  and  keep  busy!  •  I 
heard  from  Dick  Doyle,  who  has  lived  in 
Naples,  FL,  for  about  19  years.  He  and  Reeni 
enjoy  living  close  to  the  family.  It  was  great 
to  reconnect,  as  Dick  was  on  our  class  board 


for  many  years  and  worked  hard  to  produce 
most  of  our  early  reunions.  •  I  also  heard 
from  Sue  Walsh  Bradbury,  and  needless  to 
say,  we  talked  on  and  on.  Sue  retired  a  few 
years  ago  after  teaching  for  38  years  at 
Thayer  Academy.  Like  the  rest  of  us.  Sue 
enjoys  her  life  in  the  slow  lane,  and  she 
sends  her  best.  Thanks  for  the  call.  Sue, 
and  please  say  hello  to  Broken  Dog.  •  Dick 
Simons  now  has  two  third-generation 
grandchildren  at  BC.  We  wish  Marguerite 
Droney  ’22  and  Colin  Droney  ’23  the  best!  • 

I  heard  from  Bill  Doherty,  who  lives  in 
Cataumet  and  has  eight  grandchildren. 
Seven  have  finished  college,  and  the  eighth 
is  a  junior.  Bill’s  daughter  (BC  MSW)  is  the 
clinical  director  at  Taunton  State  Hospital. 
Thanks  for  keeping  in  touch.  Bill.  •  A  note 
in  closing:  Bea  Busa  will  have  the  Florida 
luncheon  on  the  Sunday  of  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
weekend,  so  get  in  touch  with  her  at  239- 
514-7526.  •  Remember  each  other  in  your 
prayers.  •  I  need  your  help  in  keeping  this 
column  going,  so  please  send  your  news! 
Correspondent:  Joan  Downing  Lachance 
joanchnc@comcast.net 
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Mary  Keating  McKeU  and  Mary  Azzara 
Archdeacon  called  to  wish  all  classmates 
well.  Mary  Archdeacon  was  planning  a  trip 
to  Israel  in  January.  •  Maureen  O’Donnell 
Kent  was  anticipating  spending  the  winter 
in  Naples  and  visiting  several  Sacred  Heart 
graduates.  In  the  meantime,  she  was 
looking  forward  to  the  Les  Girls  luncheon 
on  December  5.  •  Music  is  keeping  MJ 
Eagan  English,  MEd’59,  happy.  At  her  local 
music  theater,  she  saw  The  Bodyguard,  filled 
with  Whitney  Houston’s  songs.  She  also 
attended  a  Paul  Anka  concert  and  enjoyed 
an  opera,  Madame  Butterfly.  She  loves 
keeping  busy  with  the  many  local  events  in 
her  area.  •  Jo  Kirk  Cleary  reports  that  many 
members  of  the  Class  of ’58  are  still  getting 
together  for  lunch,  and  she  invites  anyone 
who  will  be  in  the  area  to  get  in  touch  and 
join  them.  Her  summer  was  busy  with 
family  on  the  beach,  in  the  yard,  and  on  the 
golf  course.  She  and  husband  Billy  regularly 
attend  high  school  games,  plays,  and 
exhibits  as  they  stiU  have  one  grandson  in 
high  school.  •  Susan  Kennedy  Baxter  and 
her  husband.  Bob,  continue  to  live  in  East 
Greenwich,  RI.  She  sees  Beth  Duffy  Legare 
for  lunch  regularly  as  they  both  live  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  she  and  Beth  were 
hoping  to  reconnect  with  their  classmates 
at  the  December  Les  Girls  luncheon.  Susan 
met  Bill  and  Maureen  (O’Donnell)  Kent 
for  lunch  on  Narragansett  Bay  during  the 
summer.  The  Baxters  also  enjoyed  a  cruise 
that  began  in  Dublin  and  ended  in  Lisbon. 
They  visited  Mont-Saint-Michel,  which,  she 
reports,  was  well  worth  the  climb  even  on  a 
foggy,  rainy  day.  Santiago  de  Compostela 
was  a  highlight  of  their  tour,  and  they  were 
amazed  at  the  number  of  people  who  made 
a  40-mile  pilgrimage  to  the  cathedral.  • 
Margie  George  Vis  has  had  a  challenging 
summer.  Unfortunately,  she  was  diagnosed 
with  histoplasmosis,  a  lung  fungus,  which 
is  curable  with  medication  but  the  extent  of 


the  healing  process  is  yet  to  be  determined. 
She  is  also  in  line  for  hip  replacement 
surgery  in  February.  In  spite  of  her  medical 
issues,  she  was  planning  to  attend  her 
nephew’s  wedding  in  Houston  over  the 
Thanksgiving  weekend  and  make  her 
annual  winter  escape  to  Cabo  San  Lucas. 
When  summer  comes,  she  plans  visits  to 
Drummond  Island,  MI,  and  Door  County, 
WI,  cabins.  •  Fall  time  for  the  Schorrs 
usually  means  football,  and  this  year  we 
traveled  with  the  Army  team  to  Ann  Arbor, 
MI,  to  watch  an  exciting  double  overtime 
game  in  which  Army  fell  to  Michigan.  We 
were  looking  forward  to  attending  the 
Army-Navy  game  in  December  and  seeing 
our  many  friends  and  relatives  who  come 
with  us. 

Correspondent:  Patty  Peck  Schorr 
dschorrjy@verizon.net 
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There’s  not  a  lot  of  class  news  this  time 
around.  The  ever-watchful  Beth  Grady, 
MS’64,  informed  me  of  the  death  of 
nursing  school  grad  Lorraine  Bonvouloir 
Blais  in  September.  Condolences  to  her 
husband,  Richard,  and  their  three  children. 

•  I  also  received  a  note  from  Jim  Butler  with 
news  from  Venice,  FL:  He  and  his  wife 
attended  the  Broadway  revival  opening  of 
Beetlejuice  the  Musical,  where  his  daughter, 
Kerry  Butler,  had  a  major  role  as  the 
character  Barbara  Maitland  (Geena  Davis’s 
role  in  the  movie).  Beetlejuice  is  Kerry’s  13th 
Broadway  show.  Jim  also  described  a  cruise 
stopping  at  several  ports  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  a  tour  of 
Normandy,  the  invasion  beaches,  and  the 
Normandy  American  Cemetery.  I  can  also 
attest  to  the  powerful  emotions  generated  at 
those  sites.  We  have  much  to  be  grateful  for. 
If  you  find  yourself  in  that  part  of  Europe, 
it’s  a  must.  •  Send  news  items — classmates 
enjoy  the  contact.  If  you  want  contact 
information.  I’ve  got  it. 

Correspondent:  William  Appleyard 
bill.appleyard@verizon.net 
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It  is  with  great  sadness  that  we  report  our 
news  for  this  issue.  Mary  Kelley  McNamara 
as  well  as  our  class  co-correspondent,  Patty 
O’Neill,  passed  away  in  August  and 
September,  respectively.  Both  were  vibrant 
and  well-loved  class  members  who  will  be 
greatly  missed.  We  extend  our  deepest 
sympathy  to  the  McNamara  and  O’Neill 
families.  •  Also,  Pat  Sweeney  Sheehy’s 
husband.  Bob,  passed  away  in  December 
2018  after  a  lengthy  illness.  Bob  was  always 
a  faithful  participant  in  our  reunions  and 
class  events.  •  Donna  Cosgrove  Morrissey’s 
husband.  Bill,  also  passed  away,  in 
September  2019,  after  a  period  of  declining 
health.  We  have  happy  memories  of  Bill’s 
presence  at  our  alumnae  events.  We  shall 
remember  these  classmates  and  friends  in 
our  prayers.  •  Former  roommates  Joanne 
O’Connor  Hynek  and  Carmen  “Keka” 
Casellas  Demoss  recently  celebrated  Keka’s 


80th  birthday  on  a  Rhine  River  cruise  from 
Basel  to  Amsterdam.  Both  agreed  that  the 
trip  was  a  wonderful  way  to  usher  in  this 
“milestone”  birthday!  •  We  are  happy  to 
report  that  Janet  Phillips  Connelly  is  now 
well  “on  the  mend”  after  a  hip  replacement 
surgery.  Great  news,  Janet!  •  Weddings  were 
also  celebrated  in  fall  2019.  Stephanie 
Landry  Barineau’s  granddaughter  Nicole  and 
Bonnie  Walsh  Stoloski’s  grandson  Jake  were 
married,  with  the  happy  grandparents  in 
attendance  at  these  joyous  events!  •  I  hope 
you  all  had  a  joyous  Christmas  season  of 
many  blessings  for  aU.  Please  send  me  your 
news  updates.  Editor's  note:  We  wish  to  thank 
and  welcome  Helen  Craig  Lynch,  who  now 
joins  our  longtime  scribe  Maryjane  Casey  as 
CO -correspondent  for  Newton  College  ’59. 
Correspondent:  Maryjane  Mulvanity  Casey 
100  Rosemary  Way,  Apt.  jjo 
Needham,  MA  024^4;  781-444-1583 
Correspondent:  Helen  Craig  Lynch 
helencraiglynch@gmail.  com 
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It’s  not  long  before  we  reach  Reunion 
Weekend,  May  29-31.  Who  could  have 
imagined  what  today’s  world  would  look 
like  when  we  made  our  first  trek  to  Chestnut 
HiU  64  years  ago?  Just  think  of  some  of  the 
things  we  did  not  bring  with  us  that  day: 
iPhones,  laptops,  electric  cars,  credit  cards, 
handheld  GPS  monitors,  Bose  headphones, 
and  backpacks.  Most  likely,  aU  we  carried 
were  an  armload  of  books,  a  couple  of 
pencils,  and  maybe  a  slide  rule.  But  the 
reunion  planning  process  goes  on,  and  after 
our  highly  successful  fall  luncheon,  we  hope 
to  see  a  lot  more  of  you  on  campus.  The 
program  will  not  be  quite  as  grandiose  as 
our  50th.  However,  the  highlight  will  be  a 
Saturday  tour  of  the  McMullen  Museum  of 
Art  (thanks  in  large  part  to  Judy  and  Bob 
Winston)  followed  by  a  Ixmcheon  at  the 
museum.  We  are  still  working  on  a  Friday 
event,  but  it  will  likely  be  some  type  of 
simple  social  hour  to  allow  us  to  catch  up 
with  each  other  on  what  we  have  been  doing 
over  the  years.  Unfortunately,  my  favorite 
event,  the  alumni  parade,  is  no  longer  part 
of  the  weekend,  probably  just  as  well  for 
some  of  us.  Most  importantly,  be  sure  the 
Alumni  Association  has  both  your  email 
and  postal  mail  address  so  you  can  receive 
the  latest  Reunion  Weekend  information.  • 

In  other  news,  a  dozen  Double  Eagles  from 
the  BC  High  Class  of  1956  had  their  annual 
holiday  get-together  at  Amrheins  in  Southie. 
•  I  have  to  send  kudos  to  Ken  Cahill  and 
Tom  CunnaUy,  who  are  tied  for  the  lead  in 
the  largest  number  of  submissions  to  this 
column  over  the  years.  •  Bob  Hart  and  I 
represented  the  class  at  the  i8th  Annual 
Veterans  Day  Mass  and  Memorial 
Ceremony,  honoring  the  211  Boston 
College  alumni  who  have  given  their 
lives  in  service  to  their  country.  Let  us 
never  forget!  •  Sldinte. 

Correspondent:  John  R.  McNealy 
jmcnealy@juno.com 
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6OTH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

Our  classmate  Janet  Murphy  Withington, 
formerly  of  Wilbraham,  passed  away  on 
May  6,  2019.  She  had  a  passion  for 
learning;  received  her  MEd  from  State 
College  at  Boston;  and  was  a  devoted  teacher 
in  Roxbury,  Wayland,  and  Ludlow  for  20 
years.  •  When  you  read  this  article,  you  will 
have  already  received  a  letter  from  our  60th 
class  reunion  chair,  Pat  Winkler  Browne, 
and  plans  for  our  May  reunion  will  be  well 
under  way.  I  had  a  note  from  Pat  Beattie 
McDonald  with  the  happy  news  that  she 
and  her  roommates,  Suzanne  Kenney 
Gaetano,  Mary  Lou  Foster  Ryan  MSW’85, 
and  Mary  Egan  Boland  JD’65,  are  planning 
to  come — Sue  aU  the  way  from  Arizona.  • 
Reunion  festivities  actually  started  October 
5  with  a  Mass  and  luncheon  at  BC  for  our 
class  and  our  BC  compatriots.  There  were  ii 
of  us  planning  to  go,  but  Joan  DiMenna 
Dahlen  was  iU,  and  the  other  10  of  us  aU 
attended  Brenda  Koehler  Laundry’s  funeral 
in  Narragansett,  RI,  which  was  on  the  same 
day  at  the  same  time.  The  funeral  was  a 
beautiful  Mass  with  the  theme  of 
friendship.  Berenice  Hackett  Davis  had 
helped  the  family  plan  the  liturgy.  Brenda 
was  predeceased  by  her  husband,  Terry,  and 
by  her  sister,  EUen  Elaherty.  She  is  survived 
by  a  brother  and  sister.  Pat  McCarthy 
Dorsey,  Carole  Ward  McNamara,  Julie 
O’Neill,  Elaine  Holland  Early,  Blanche 
HunneweU,  Jeanne  Hanrihan  Connolly, 
Mickey  Mahon  MacMillan,  Berenice 
Hackett  Davis,  Lita  Capohianco  Mainelli 
and  her  husband,  Leo,  and  my  husband, 
Kevin,  and  I  attended.  Brenda  had  been  in 
declining  health  for  several  years.  She  had 
worked  on  our  last  several  reunions.  • 
Blanche  HunneweU  wrote  that  she  is  still 
going  back  and  forth  to  Charleston,  SC.  She 
has  a  granddaughter  living  in  Belgium  and 
doing  her  year  abroad  in  Australia,  a  sister 
in  Amsterdam  at  a  school  of  design,  another 
granddaughter  on  the  polo  team  at  Cornell, 
and  a  grandson  on  the  golf  team  at  Cornell. 
All  is  well.  •  Ann  Blimt  Condon’s  daughter, 
Pamela  Porter  ’87,  and  her  husband  are 
living  near  her  on  Cape  Cod.  She  is  stiU 
seeing  a  few  clients  each  week  and  taking 
care  of  her  health  as  she  was  recently 
diagnosed  with  stage  4  CKD  (chronic 
kidney  disease.  Prayers  are  appreciated.  • 
The  Elorida  season  will  be  in  full  swing  in 
Eebruary  and  March.  If  you  are  planning  a 
trip  to  southwest  Elorida,  please  let  me 
know.  I  would  be  glad  to  host  a  class 
luncheon  at  our  home  in  Punta  Gorda.  • 
Please  send  news  and  pictures  for  us  to  have 
at  our  reunion,  and  remember  a  gift  to  BC/ 
Newton.  We  had  such  a  wonderful  response 
for  our  55th. 

Correspondent:  Sally  O'Connell  Healy 
kmhealy@cox.net 
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V.  Robert  Agostino  retired  from  the  faculty 
of  the  School  of  Education  at  Duquesne 
University  in  Pittsburgh.  •  Peter  Barry  has 
been  married  for  58  years,  had  a  long  career 
in  finance,  and  retired  in  2008.  He  has  two 
children  who  are  Eagles — both  of  whom 
married  Eagles  (aU  active  alumni) — and 
three  grandchildren  who  are  Eagles  (now  a 
finance  professional,  a  tech  counselor,  and 
a  BC  nurse).  •  Ann  Wasilauskas  MuUigan 
traveled  to  Germany  this  winter  to  see  her 
granddaughter,  Maggie  Mulligan,  play 
professional  basketball  after  graduating 
from  UMass  Amherst.  •  Brenda  (Corcoran) 
NC’64  and  Ed  O’Connor  rode  a  camel  in 
Morocco  for  Ed’s  80th  birthday  on  a  trip 
to  Spain.  •  Henry  Quinlan  capped  off  his 
8otli  birthday  celebration  with  a  tandem 
skydiving  trip  with  one  of  his  granddaughters, 
Caroline  Murphy. 

Correspondent:  John  Aheam 
jjaeagle@  hotmail.com 
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Brigid  O’SuUivan  Sheehan  writes:  “Jerry 
and  I  went  on  an  eight-day  ecumenical 
pilgrimage  to  the  island  of  Iona  in  Scotland 
this  past  summer.  Catholic,  Protestant,  and 
Jewish  faiths  were  represented.  A  true 
pilgrimage  as  we  took  two  planes,  a  train,  a 
bus,  and  two  ferries  to  reach  this  beautiful 
place.  I  had  a  most  enjoyable  lunch  at  the 
Colonial  Inn  in  Concord  with  Barbara  Feely 
O’Brien,  EUen  Mahony  King,  Rosie  Hanley 
Cloran,  SaUie  Ann  Dow  Casey,  Maryann 
Morrissey  Curtin,  and  Linda  Gray  MacKay 
MA’04.’’  •  Mickey  McQueeny  Matthews 
wrote  that  she  attended  Maryann  Morrissey 
Curtin’s  birthday  celebration  this  fall,  which 
Mickey  said  was  outstanding.  Maryann  was 
surprised  as  her  birthday  is  not  until 
Eebruary!  •  Judy  Thompson  CoUins  and  her 
husband,  Dave,  were  “in  town,”  visiting 
their  son  and  his  family.  I  met  them  for 
lunch  at  their  midway  point  to  hear  about 
their  attending  Notre  Dame  football,  where 
Dave  met  up  with  his  classmates.  Judy,  after 
visiting  Nashville,  was  on  her  way  to 
Washington  DC  to  meet  up  with  Mickey, 
Maryann,  Mary  Sue  Flanagan,  and  Sandy 
Irwin  Heiler.  •  Mickey  McQueeny  Matthews 
also  wrote:  “In  July,  my  kids  and  grandkids 
were  here  in  Rhode  Island,  and  my 
daughter,  Margot  Matthews  Krotee  ’94,  had 
a  wonderful  party  at  her  summer  home 
here.”  •  Joan  Merrick  Egan,  after  her  return 
from  Cape  Cod,  wrote:  “We  are  nested  in 
again  in  Casa  Egan.  All  are  well.  Where  did 
the  summer  go?  I  feel  like  we  never  left. 
Scary.”  •  Before  the  Rudmans  left  the 
Cape,  Paula  Keane  Teeling,  Tom  and  Mary 
(Nolan)  Calise,  Harriet  Hoffman,  Janet 
Miele,  and  Tim  ’60  and  Gael  SuUivan 
Daly  joined  us  for  a  “fareweU  to  summer” 
dinner  at  our  house.  In  August,  my 
husband.  Bob  ’60,  and  I  joined  our  son 
Tim,  his  wife,  and  her  parents  for  a 
summer  trip  to  Montreal  and  Quebec. 
October  brought  41  relatives  from  ii  states 
to  our  home  for  my  birthday  celebration. 

We  finally  met  our  great-granddaughter!  • 


Don’t  forget  to  send  me  some  news  when 
you  think  of  it. 

Correspondent:  Missy  Clancy  Rudman 
newtonmiz@  aol.com 
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Class  correspondents  were  invited  to  a 
special  celebration  at  BC  in  September  to 
honor  Betsy  McLain,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  our  exceptional  Class  Notes  editor. 
Thank  you,  Betsy!  •  Jon  Doukas,  we’re 
hoping  you  enjoyed  the  river  cruise  up  the 
Rhine.  •  A  group  of  eight  Eagles  met  for 
lunch  and  remembered  to  ask  about  the 
wearing  of  the  green — no,  no,  we  mean 
class  ring.  Six  out  of  the  eight  proudly 
sported  a  ring!  •  As  mentioned  in  a  previous 
issue,  Samuel  Fardy  continues  to  be  very 
active  in  BC  band  activities,  including  the 
recent  centennial  celebration.  Sam  says: 

“We  love  to  see  our  friends  in  the  audience.” 
•  It  was  fun  seeing  Peggy  and  Robert  King 
at  a  reception  before  the  first  BC  basketball 
game  of  the  season,  against  Wake  Forest.  • 
Eileen  and  William  Novelline  made  a  return 
trip  to  Shanghai.  •  Get-well  wishes  go  to 
James  O’Connor  who  had  hip  surgery  after 
a  fall.  •  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
the  families  of  the  following  classmates  who 
have  passed  away:  Mary  Ellen  Tomei 
Kiernan,  of  Lancaster,  PA,  married 
classmate  Robert  Kieman  (now  deceased) 
right  after  graduation.  Besides  raising  two 
daughters  with  Bob,  her  career  included  not 
only  teaching,  but  also  working  for  the 
Lancaster  Boys  &  Girls  Club  for  37  years. 
Eamous  for  his  iced  coffees  and  warm 
hospitality,  Richard  Dillon  worked  for  IBM 
as  a  business  analyst  for  30  years,  while  also 
finding  time  to  attend  Boston  College 
sporting  events.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Mary, 
and  a  large  extended  family.  John  Hennigan 
died  in  October,  leaving  Theresa,  his  wife  of 
52  years.  John  worked  as  an  insurance 
broker  for  31  years.  He  and  his  wife  were 
loyal  BC  football  ticket  holders  for  43  years. 
John  was  devoted  to  his  parish  in 
Westwood,  serving  in  many  capacities. 
Eugene  Guerrera  was  married  for  52  years 
to  Patricia,  his  high  school  sweetheart.  He 
had  received  a  CEP  certificate  and  retired  as 
a  senior  VP.  After  retiring  from  the 
insurance  business,  Michael  Freel  moved  to 
Florida  and  often  played  golf  with  the 
“Weekday  Warbirds.”  John  Spenlinhauer,  an 
avid  boater,  was  inducted  into  the  Printing 
Impressions/RIT  Printing  Industry  Hall  of 
Fame  in  1998.  •  By  the  time  you  read  this,  it 
will  be  2020.  Call  or  email  if  you’ve  lost 
touch  with  a  classmate  and  would  like  to 
rekindle  a  friendship.  As  always,  we  wish 
you  good  health  and  joy-filled  days.  We 
would  love  to  hear  from  you. 

Correspondents:  Frank  and 
Eileen  Corazzini  Faggiano 
efaggianos@gmail.com 
frank@faggianoconsulting.com 
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After  a  wonderful  trip  to  Africa,  Maggie 
Driscoll  Callen  described  her  two-week 
adventure  with  her  daughter,  Lisa,  as  “1,500 


miles  on  a  dirt  road  in  a  Jeep.”  Actually, 
they  had  a  fabulous  time,  staying  in  lovely 
safari  houses  in  Kenya  and  Tanzania  and 
experiencing  all  the  wonders  of  wildlife  and 
scenery  unique  to  Africa.  •  Anna  Ferrone 
Gallagher  is  enjoying  life  with  Stew  in 
Wolfboro,  NH.  As  members  of  an  active 
Newcomers  Club,  she  is  involved  in  the 
garden  club,  kayaking,  line  dancing,  and 
photography,  all  of  which  keep  her  youthful. 
•  Many  of  my  high  school  classmates  ended 
up  at  Newton,  and  we  had  a  very  fun  two- 
day  reunion  in  Greenwich  last  September. 
Judy  Bertsch  Ritter  came  from  Montana; 
Judy  Mountain  Morton,  Katie  Fishel 
McCullough,  Betty  Eigo  Golden,  and  I  from 
Massachusetts;  Cathy  Power  Schibli  from 
Vermont;  Beth  Graham  O’Mara  and 
Carolyn  Dursi  Cunniffe  from  Connecticut; 
and  Patti  Joyce  Figge  from  New  York.  We 
were  royally  entertained  by  Carolyn,  Beth, 
and  Sue  Taylor  Seitz  (from  Manhattanville), 
who  planned  the  whole  event.  •  Mary-Lynn 
Fleming  Liverzani  and  I  had  dinner 
together  one  night  before  the  reunion,  and  I 
got  a  chance  to  see  Marsha  Whelan  as  well. 
They  are  both  great.  There’s  nothing  like 
hanging  out  with  old  friends,  we  all 
decided,  and  we  all  need  to  keep  doing  it  as 
long  as  we  can.  •  Maura  O’Neill  Overlan, 
who  moved  from  the  Boston  area  to 
Newport,  RI,  in  2005,  has  been  hanging 
out  with — and  played  a  lot  of  golf  last 
summer  with — Mary  Newman  NC’69.  • 
Janet  Richmond  Latour  made  her  annual 
trip  back  to  New  England  last  summer,  and 
we  connected  over  lunch  with  Anne 
Gallagher  Mi^hy  and  Pat  Beck  Klebba, 
who  was  visiting  with  me  for  a  few  days.  Pat 
and  I  then  drove  to  the  Cape,  where  we 
visited  with  Carol  Donovan  Levis  NC’63, 
had  dinner  with  Bill  and  Betty  (Eigo) 

Golden,  and  had  lunch  the  next  day  with 
Karen  Murphy  Birmingham  NC’64.  Again, 
fun  seeing  old  friends!  •  Penny  Whelan 
Kirk,  MEd’75,  CAES’81,  like  many  of  us,  has 
downsized  again  and  loves  being  free  of  aU 
those  tasks  of  home  ownership!  •  Mary  Jane 
Moran  MacLean  had  her  annual  get- 
together  with  Sheila  Leahy  Valicenti  and 
Sheila  Tieman  Balboni  in  November.  • 

Enjoy  what  remains  of  our  years  as 
septuagenarians! 

Correspondent:  Mary  Ann  Brennan  Keyes 
keyesmai  @gmail.  com 
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Last  spring,  the  Church  in  the  21st  Century 
Center  hosted  a  four-part  speaker  series, 
“Revitalizing  Our  Church.”  Participants 
included  professors,  church  dignitaries,  and 
the  Catholic  press.  Our  classmate  Jack 
Connors,  H’07,  played  a  prominent  role, 
moderating  a  panel  of  lay  business  leaders 
and  offering  insightful  commentary.  • 

Gerry  Flealy  shared  a  note  regarding  a 
creative  team  of  medical  experts  called  OR 
Dx  -I-  RX,  where  he  is  a  cofounder  and  a 
senior  surgical  consultant,  working  with 
hospitals,  health-care  organizations,  and 
operating-room  teams.  His  mission:  to 
improve  perioperative  (care  given  before  and 
after  surgery)  safety,  quality,  and  efficiency. 


“I’m  just  out  to  surprise  myself.” 


BRENDAN 

GALVIN  ’60 


FACT: 

Books  published:  18, 

soon  to  be  ig 


A  Life  in  Words 


Brendan  Galvin  is  not  a  retired  dentist. 

He  might  have  been.  When  he  entered  Boston  College,  that’s  the  path 
he  imagined  his  life  would  take.  Instead,  a  creative  writing  course  led  to 
a  wholly  unexpected,  highly  acclaimed  career.  Today  Galvin  is  a  poet  and 
retired  college  professor  who,  he  points  out,  “did  not  spend  my  life  with  my 
hands  in  other  people’s  mouths.” 

His  time  now  is  contemplative,  spent  reading  poetry — “all  kinds  of  odd  stuff,” 
he  says;  remonstrating  with  his  boisterous  border  collie.  Lefty;  and  observing 
the  half-wild  landscape  surrounding  the  house  in  Truro  he’s  lived  in  for  more 
than  50  years.  It  all  fuels  his  poetry,  born  at  the  kitchen  table  in  an  oversized 
sketchbook  that  holds  newspaper  clippings,  jotted  notes,  fragments  of  lines. 

“Poetry  grows  on  poetry,”  he  says  of  his  attempt  to  read  one  new  poem  each 
day.  “You  write  on  the  shoulders  of  giants.” 

Galvin  is  a  gregarious,  gentle  man  deeply  rooted  in  the  Cape  Cod  home 
he  shared  with  his  late  wife,  Ellen.  His  poetry  is  often  inspired  by  the  natural 
rhythms  of  the  world  beyond  its  huge  glass  windows,  the  birds  he  watches 
diligently,  the  landscapes  he  walks  with  Lefty,  the  ocean  he  loves.  You  can  hear 
his  Everett  boyhood  in  the  Rs  he  doesn’t  pronounce.  He  still  seems  a  little 
surprised  that  he  “made  a  life  out  of  poetry,”  as  he  puts  it,  recalling  his  mother 
telling  him  he’d  never  get  a  job  or  a  girl  as  an  English  major.  Ellen  married  him 
while  he  was  in  graduate  school,  and  poetry  bought  that  house  on  the  Cape. 

His  19th  book,  a  collection  of  new  poems,  will  be  published  in  2020.  “I  just 
keep  on  doing  it,”  he  says  with  a  smile.  “It’s  an  enormous  pleasure.” 

To  view  some  of  Galvin’s  poetry,  visit  bc.edu/alifeinwords 
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Gerry  is  a  past  president  of  the  American 
College  of  Surgeons  and  past  chair  of  its 
board  of  regents,  and  he  has  been  a 
professor  of  otolaryngology  at  Harvard 
Medical  School,  surgeon-in- chief  at  Boston 
Children’s  Hospital,  senior  fellow  at  the 
Institute  for  Healthcare  Improvement,  and  a 
board  member  of  the  Council  on  Surgical  & 
Perioperative  Safety,  among  many  other 
activities.  •  Thanks  to  Matt  Kadnar  ’91  for 
his  email  regarding  a  remembrance 
gathering  for  his  father-in-law,  Tom  Lawlor, 
who  passed  away  last  April.  Matt  reports 
that  Dave  Twomey  ’62,  JD’68,  along  with 
Tom’s  classmates  and  other  friends, 
including  Tom  Ryan,  Jack  Connors,  J.  Dave 
McLucas,  and  other  Eagles  got  together  at 
Pleasant  Cafe  in  Roslindale.  The  fare: 
bereavement,  nostalgia,  pizza,  fond 
memories,  and  reminiscences  of  Tom’s  life. 

•  Bob  De  Felice  was  proud  to  report  son 
Mike’s  elevation  from  assistant  baseball 
coach  to  head  baseball  coach  at  Winthrop 
High — Bob’s  alma  mater.  Mike  is  also  a 
teacher  there.  Bob  coached  Winthrop 
football  for  17  years,  winning  two  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Division  II  Super  Bowl  titles 
before  joining  Bentley  College,  initially  part- 
time.  In  November  2019  he  stepped  down 
as  Bentley’s  athletics  director  after  a  30-year 
tenure  but  continues  as  head  baseball  coach, 
a  position  he  has  held  for  an  astounding  51 
years — mirabile  dictu.  •  After  many  years  in 
Wellesley,  Carol  Meeks  moved  to 
Marblehead  last  summer.  Carol  writes  that 
she  lives  “in  a  comfortable  apartment, 
in  my  son’s  house.  I  am  lucky  to  be  living 
with  my  wonderful  son  and  daughter-in-law 
and  13-year-old  granddaughter.  I  am  truly 
blessed!”  •  A  plethora  of  plaudits  are  due 
for  Bob  Reardon,  MS’66,  for  25  years  on 
the  board  of  St.  Aloysius  School,  a  Jesuit 
PreK-8  school  in  Harlem,  NY.  •  Sadly, 
our  esteemed  Ed  Duffy  passed  away  last 
October.  Bob  Reardon  had  invited  Ed  to 
join  the  board  of  St.  Aloysius,  where  Ed 
went  on  to  serve  for  many  years,  including 
as  president.  Ed  was  also  a  director  of  the 
not-for-profit  Peter  J.  Sharp  foundation; 

Bob  articulates  astonishing  details  of  the 
organization’s  success  under  Ed’s  leadership: 
54.5-5.0  million  was  raised  during  this 
time — about  10  percent  of  aU  the  funds  the 
board  raised  over  25  years.  Bob  lauds  Ed  and 
“his  passion  for  justice,”  noting  that 
hundreds  of  kids  were  saved  from  heartless 
streets  and  given  a  shot  at  advantages 
without  which  many  of  us  grew  up.  •  In 
conclusion,  a  few  words  from  T.S.  Eliot’s 
“The  Rock”:  “The  Eagle  soars  in  the 
summit  of  heaven.” 

Correspondent:  Ed  Rae 
raehehan@verizon.net 
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Some  backstory,  as  we  say.  In  September 
2018,  a  group  of  old  Newton  College  friends 
met  in  Highgate  Springs,  VT,  at  the 
summer  home  of  Ann  McCracken.  The 
group  comprised  Carleen  Testa  McOsker, 
Mary  Ann  McCeough  Kane,  Clare 
McMahon  Yates,  and  Karen  Mulvey.  They 
met  again  this  past  September  in  Exeter,  RI, 
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this  time  joined  by  Norma  LaSalle,  Ann 
McCabe  Rives,  Wilma  Sullivan,  and  Kate 
McCarthy.  How  wonderful  that  these  old 
and  obviously  dear  friends  continue  to 
cherish  and  build  on  the  friendships  forged 
so  long  ago.  Talk  about  legacies!  •  Delie 
Conley  Flynn,  MEd’70,  continues  her  work 
as  a  docent  at  EC’s  McMullen  Museum  of 
Art.  The  exhibition  this  past  fall  was  of  the 
work  of  William  Trost  Richards,  a  landscape 
painter.  Don’t  you  wish  you  could  tag  along 
on  a  tour?  •  Jo  Egan  Maguire  and  Hank  are 
getting  ready  to  decamp  for  their  Naples 
winter.  They’ll  be  there  until  spring.  Jo 
hopes  to  get  a  Newton  College  group 
together  for  a  lunch  early  in  their  stay  and 
then  in  Eebruary  also  see  Blitz  Friday  Leahy 
and  Margie  Reiley  Maguire  during  their 
Florida  getaway.  (Does  anyone  stay  in  New 
England  for  the  winter?)  •  Marj  Dever  Shea 
is  on  the  board  of  the  Town  of  Marblehead’s 
Council  on  Aging.  Knowing  how  well 
organized  and  thoughtful  she  is  (cite  our 
reunions!),  we  know  the  council  is  in  very 
good  hands.  •  In  the  most  recent  BC 
obituary  notices,  I  saw  that  Sue  Vinnicombe 
died  this  past  spring.  Rest  in  peace.  Sue. 
Correspondent:  Colette  Koechley  McCarty 
Colette.  mccarty@gmail.  com 
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On  November  5,  2019,  James  Fleming  was 
re-elected  to  the  Salem  School  Committee 
for  his  fifth  consecutive  four-year  term.  He 
has  served  Salem  for  over  40  years,  with 
previous  service  on  the  city  council,  board  of 
appeal,  licensing  board,  and  the  charter 
commission.  This  summer,  James  had  a 
great  trip  to  France  and  Monaco.  •  Ann 
Carty  ThraiUdll  recently  traveled  to  Arizona 
to  play  golf  with  an  old  golfing  friend.  She 
is  still  working  full-time  at  the  veterans 
hospital  in  Palo  Alto,  CA,  as  a  nurse 
practitioner.  Ann’s  granddaughter,  Haley 
Deveney  ’19,  is  a  third-generation  BC 
graduate  and  is  working  on  Wall  Street.  • 

T.  Brian  Condon  and  his  wife,  Joan,  were 
recently  honored  by  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Hyannis  Museum  for  their  leadership  gift  to 
the  museum’s  renovation  campaign.  The 
Kennedy  Museum  strives  to  celebrate  the 
historic  connection  between  the  Kennedy 
family  and  its  presence  on  Cape  Cod 
through  exhibits  and  educational  programs. 

•  John  MuUenholz  writes:  “It  is  with  great 
sadness  that  I  must  teU  you  that  I  attended  a 
beautiful  memorial  Mass  in  a  lovely  church 
(more  on  that  below)  in  Austin,  TX,  for  my 
former  roommate,  Kevin  McCabe,  on 
September  7.  A  large  number  of  family  and 
friends  were  there  and  at  the  reception  that 
followed.  His  grandchildren  participated  in 
the  readings  and  presentation  of  the  gifts. 
The  celebrant  knew  Kevin  and  gave  an 
excellent  recounting  of  his  life  and  times  in 
Austin.  More  striking  was  Kevin’s  daughter 
Kelly’s  eulogy.  She  was  most  impressive  and 
clearly  loved  her  father  dearly.  Kevin’s  three 
daughters,  their  husbands,  and  his  many 
grandchildren  were,  of  course,  in 
attendance.  On  an  unhappy  note,  Kevin  died 
of  complications  related  to  lung  cancer.  As 
Kelly  noted  in  her  remarks,  he  was  planning 


to  be  with  us  for  many  months,  perhaps 
years,  beyond  the  diagnosis,  but  mercifully, 
he  was  gone  a  few  short  weeks  later.  He 
called  me  on  Sunday,  August  4,  and  we 
spoke  for  a  long  while.  He  was  to  begin 
treatment  the  next  day,  but  he  succumbed 
to  pneumonia  and  never  left  the  ICU.  He 
passed  away  on  August  21.  Unbeknownst  to 
me,  Kevin  had  played  a  major  role  in  raising 
funds  for  the  church,  which  sits  on  a  hiU 
overlooking  distant  valleys  in  the  Texas  HiU 
Country.  It  is  a  magical  marriage  of  Gothic 
and  modern,  dark  wood,  and  glass.”  •  Ursula 
Maglio  Lyons  writes  that  Martha  Gordon 
GuiUette  organized  a  fun  trip  to  Newport 
and  Jamestown,  RI,  and  drove  her  there, 
along  with  two  other  classmates,  Pat  Moran 
Ouellet  and  Rose-Anne  GaUuzzi  Hadley. 
Then,  in  October,  14  BC  Lynch  School 
classmates,  including  Ursula,  met  for 
lunch  at  the  Wayside  Inn  in  Sudbury.  •  Len 
Conway,  JD’67,  moved  from  Marblehead, 
MA,  to  Highlands  Ranch,  CO,  to  be  near  his 
son,  Michael,  and  daughter-in-law,  Tricia. 

He  reaUy  loves  it  there. 

Correspondent:  John  Moynihan 
moynihan_John@hotmail.com 
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Sue  Duffy  wants  to  pass  on  a  “heUo  and  best 
wishes”  to  aU  her  Newton  friends.  She’s  very 
sorry  that  she  couldn’t  attend  our  55th 
reunion  and  remembers  how  “life  at  Newton 
was  a  halcyon  four  years”  before  we 
encountered  the  “real”  world.  Sue  said  that 
she  found  “a  spiritual  path  over  20  years  ago 
that  has  brought  me  more  than  I  ever  could 
have  hoped  for.  And  for  that  I  am  truly 
grateful.”  •  Some  sad  news:  two  of  our 
classmates  recently  lost  their  husbands. 

James  MacMahon  “Mac”  Graham,  the 
husband  of  Carolyn  Davis  Graham,  died  on 
April  18,  2019,  in  Springfield,  IL.  They  had 
been  married  52  years.  Our  thoughts  are  with 
Carolyn  and  their  four  children.  Gerald 
“Gerry”  Doyle,  the  husband  of  SheUa  KeUey 
Doyle,  died  on  June  21,  2019,  while 
vacationing  in  the  Cayman  Islands.  Sheila 
and  Gerry  had  recently  celebrated  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  and  lived  in  Hingham. 
Our  condolences  to  Sheila  and  their  daughter 
and  son.  •  The  following  is  an  experience  I 
had  that  stiU  makes  me  laugh.  My  daughter 
and  her  family  live  in  Emeryville,  CA.  When 
I  was  visiting  last  year,  I  stayed  at  a  Hyatt 
Hotel  in  the  area.  After  I  had  checked  in,  I 
was  told,  should  I  need  anything,  to  just  call 
the  front  desk  and  they  would  send  up  the 
robot — yes,  you  read  that  right!  The  desk 
clerk  then  pointed  to,  yes  again,  a  robot  (it 
looked  a  little  like  a  fire  hydrant).  She  told 
me  his  name  was  Emery  (get  it?).  I  decided 
that  I  really  didn’t  need  anything. 
Correspondent:  Priscilla  Weinlandt  Lamb 
priscillawlamb@gmail.com 
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Carroll  and  Jerry  RafanieUo,  who  live  in 
Bristol,  CT,  attended  the  loo-year 


celebration  of  the  founding  of  Babson 
College.  Jerry  worked  there  after  BC  and  got 
his  MBA  from  Babson  in  1967.  Carroll  is 
retired,  but  Jerry  is  still  working  as  an  Aflac 
agent,  providing  voluntary  benefits  to 
several  companies  in  central  Connecticut.  • 
John  Callahan,  JD’68,  retired  from  the  FBI 
as  supervisory  special  agent/chief  division 
council  in  1999  after  30  years  of  service.  He 
spent  the  next  several  years  as  a  deputy 
inspector  general  in  Massachusetts.  Upon 
full  retirement,  John  published  two  books 
on  law  enforcement.  Both  books  are 
published  by  Looseleaf  Law  Publications. 
John  is  a  Double  Eagle,  and  his  dad,  John 
Callahan  ’41,  was  a  four-year  starter  on  the 
BC  baseball  team.  •  Tom  Whelan  and  his 
wife,  Diane,  are  pleased  to  welcome  their 
grandson  Mason  Thomas  Whelan.  Mason 
was  born  on  August  20,  2019,  to  their  son. 
Tommy,  and  his  wife,  Erin.  Their  daughter, 
Kimberly  Whelan  Kelley,  MEd’08,  and  her 
husband,  Patrick,  recently  moved  to 
Merrimac  with  sons  Will  and  Declan. 
Patrick  became  the  principal  of  Triton 
High  School  in  September,  and  Kimberly 
continues  as  a  first-grade  teacher  in 
Wilmington.  •  It  is  hard  to  believe  that 
our  55th  reunion  is  this  spring.  Please  look 
for  information  on  this  event  in  the  next 
few  months. 

Correspondent:  Patricia  McNulty  Harte 
patriciaharte  @me.com 
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Congratulations  to  Andy  ’64  and  Marylou 
Comerford  Murphy,  who  celebrated  their 
55th  wedding  anniversary  by  traveling  to 
Costa  Rica  from  their  home  on  Bainbridge 
Island,  WA,  in  November.  Like  many  of  our 
classmates  who  have  been  to  Costa  Rica 
(myself  included),  they  enjoyed  the  very  nice 
people,  spectacular  scenery,  and  very 
reasonable  prices.  On  their  annual  trip  back 
east,  Marylou  and  Andy  enjoyed  a  round  of 
golf  with  Bill  Daly  ’64  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Lu.  (Thank  you  to  Andy  and  Bill  who 
provided  this  information.)  •  My  emails  to 
Lynne  Doran  Sterling,  Jane  Hauserman 
Hogan,  Eileen  Geary  Bellingrath,  Lisa 
Pustorino  Edmiston,  Annmarie  O’Connor 
Stanton,  and  Connie  Lynch  Godin  have 
been  returned  as  undeliverable.  Please  help 
me  out  by  sending  your  correct  addresses  so 
I  can  bring  the  list  up  to  date.  •  Guess  what! 
Can  you  believe  it?  It  is  time  to  start 
planning  for  our  55th  class  reunion!  You 
will  receive  more  information  in  the  coming 
months,  but  in  the  meantime,  save  the  dates 
May  29-31.  •  Angie  McDonnell  Larimer 
reported  in  from  Cincinnati.  She  and  her 
husband,  Tom  (who  is  “fantastic”  at  almost 
90),  frequent  Cincy’s  world-class  symphony. 
Angie  also  volunteers  at  the  Cincinnati  Art 
Museum,  still  loves  photography,  and  does 
tax  work  in  the  winter  for  25  clients  (aka 
extended  family).  Angie  asked  if  anyone  out 
there  uses  IMDb  or  plugs  their  electric 
vehicle  into  a  ChargePoint  charging  station? 
Her  son  John  Grady  ’89  runs  global  sales 
for  ChargePoint,  and  her  son  Rob  is  IMDb’s 


COO.  And  yes,  Angie,  you  are  allowed  to 
brag!  •  Fran  Murray  Taylor  spent  a 
wonderful  few  weeks  in  Maui  in  February 
with  her  sisters,  Pat  Duffy  and  Denise 
Murray  Edwards  ’66,  and  Pat’s  husband, 
Mike.  •  Judy  Maguire  is  enjoying  retirement 
time  with  equine  activities.  She  and  Gay 
Friedmann  frequently  take  advantage  of  the 
many  cultural  activities  in  the  DC  area.  • 
Libby  Miller  Fitzgerald  has  started  another 
project  in  Lynchburg  called  “Change  for 
Change,”  in  which  she  places  repurposed 
parking  meters,  painted  bright  green,  along 
downtown  streets  in  high-foot-trafflc  areas. 
The  signs  on  them  will  ask  people  to  put 
their  spare  change  in  these  “caring  meters” 
and  make  a  difference — the  money 
collected  will  support  local  community 
agencies  assisting  those  in  need.  Great  idea! 
•  Keep  your  news  coming!  See  you  in  May! 
Correspondent:  Linda  Mason  Crimmins 
mason6j@bc.edu 
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On  the  local  level,  we  received  sad  news 
from  Judith  Burns  Downes  about  the  loss  of 
dear  friend  and  classmate  Mary  Halligan 
Shann,  MEd’68,  PhD’69,  who  passed  away 
on  May  8  after  a  four-and-a-half-year  battle 
with  cancer.  She  passed  away  peacefully  at 
her  home  in  Weston,  with  her  son,  Ryan — 
a  captain  in  the  U.S.  Navy — and  his  wife, 
Karla,  of  Coronado,  CA,  by  her  side.  In 
addition,  Mary  is  survived  by  four 
grandchildren;  her  sister  Anne  Halligan 
Petrazzolo  ’69,  MEd’73;  brother-in-law 
Edwin  Petrazzolo  MEd’74;  brothers  Jack  and 
Gregory  Halligan;  and  several  nephews  and 
a  niece.  She  was  predeceased  by  her  son 
Derek  Shann;  husband  Gregory  Plunkett 
’55;  and  former  husband  Bob  Shann  ’65, 
MBA’75,  as  well  as  her  brothers  Thomas 
and  Joseph.  A  Triple  Eagle,  Mary  retired 
only  two  years  ago  after  a  long  and 
successful  career  at  Boston  University.  She 
is  greatly  missed  by  many  close  friends  and 
associates.  Our  condolences  to  all.  •  On  an 
international  note,  in  summer  2018,  Mary 
Ellen  Driscoll  Gannon  and  Richard 
Landrigan,  JD’73,  teamed  up  in  Comayagua, 
Honduras,  to  provide  a  group  of  12  BC 
undergraduates  and  several  faculty 
members  with  an  opportunity  to  experience 
something  of  the  way  health  services  are 
delivered  in  Honduras.  Through  visits  to 
several  hospitals  and  clinics,  students  got  a 
firsthand  look  at  the  public  health  systems 
available  in  Honduras  and  what  social, 
political,  and  economic  factors  influence 
health  care  in  a  developing  nation.  The 
students  also  designed  and  presented  a 
basic  public  health  program  to  local  high 
school  students.  This  trip  was  sponsored 
and  led  by  BC’s  Division  of  Mission  and 
Ministry  along  with  Vice  Provost  for 
Research  and  Academic  Planning  Thomas 
Chiles.  The  trip  was  the  first  service 
mission  by  the  newly  formed  Boston 
College  Program  in  Global  Public  Health 
and  the  Common  Good,  whose  founding 
director  is  Phil  Landrigan.  Mary  Ellen  has 
been  working  in  Comayagua  since  1999 
with  the  Virginia  Hospital  Center  Medical 


Brigade.  There  was  an  extended  description 
of  Mary  Ellen’s  work  in  the  Winter  2018 
issue  of  Class  Notes.  Richard  has  been 
working  with  a  Catholic-based  Honduran 
educational  organization,  APUERAM,  in 
the  same  area  since  the  1990s  but  was 
unaware  of  Mary  Ellen’s  work  until  reading 
the  2018  class  note.  A  fruitful  partnership 
was  born  in  these  pages!  Phil  and  Tom 
Chiles  have  recently  been  in  contact  with 
Mary  Ellen  about  future  BC  student  trips 
that  woxfld  work  with  her  organization’s 
public  health  outreach  program  while  being 
housed  at  the  nearby  APUERAM  visitor 
center  provided  by  Richard’s  Honduran 
colleagues.  You  are  invited  to  visit: 
vhcmedicalbrigade.org  and  apufram.org. 

We  have  much  to  be  proud  of,  thanks  to 
the  work  of  our  classmates. 

Correspondent:  Diane  Connor 
dconnor14@comcast.net 
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Correspondent:  Catherine  Beyer  Hurst 
Catherine,  h.  hurst@gmail.  com 
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On  a  Eriday  night  in  September,  at  Pops  on 
the  Heights,  your  correspondents  joined 
David  Gay,  JD’70,  and  his  wife,  Tricia 
Marshall  Gay  NC’68,  Pat  and  Jack  Keating, 
Mary  and  Bob  St.  Germain,  Mike  and  Judy 
Shea  PiroUi  MS’74,  as  well  as  Suzy  (Derry) 
NC’68  and  Jim  Hughes  and  Charlie  ’66  and 
Bitsy  (Kelly)  Smith  for  a  wonderful  evening 
and  worthy  scholarship  fundraiser.  •  The 
following  day,  at  the  football  game,  we  spoke 
with  Judith  (Anderson)  ’68  and  Jim  Day, 
Gerry  Hickman,  Denis  Griffin,  Roger  Croke, 
John  Keenan,  A1  and  Cindy  (Rae)  Butters, 
and  Mary  Ann  Mahoney  McGovern.  •  We 
received  some  wonderful  pictures  from  Rob 
Wilde  taken  at  our  50th  reunion.  •  At  the 
Veterans’  Remembrance  Mass  and 
Ceremony  in  November,  we  met  with  Paul 
Gerety,  John  Keenan,  and  Noel  Schaub.  Also 
attending  were  Charles,  MBA’70,  and  Mary- 
Anne  (Woodward)  Benedict,  both  of  whom 
serve  on  the  BCVAN  (BC  Veterans  Alumni 
Network)  Executive  Committee.  It  gave  us 
all  an  opportunity  to  visit  our  classmates 
John  Fitzgibbons,  Denis  Reardon,  and 
Michael  Coimihan,  whose  names  are  etched 
on  the  Boston  College  Veterans  Memorial 
wall  on  the  Burns  Library  lawn.  •  Our  best 
wishes  for  a  full  recovery  for  James  “Fuzzy” 
Selvitella.  •  John  “Joe”  Bums,  former 
associate  vice  provost  for  undergraduate 
academic  affairs  at  BC,  was  inaugurated  as 
president  of  the  Needham  Exchange  Club 
for  the  2019-2020  year.  His  wife,  Moy 
Burns,  placed  his  president’s  pin  on  his 
jacket.  •  Look  toward  spring! 

Correspondents:  Charles  and  Mary-Anne 
Benedict 

chasbenedict@  aol.com 
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Our  classmates  continue  their  travels;  little 
slows  us  down.  Our  last  column  reported 
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that  Paula  Lyons  summers  and  winters  on 
Martha’s  Vineyard.  That’s  good;  she  will  be 
at  home  this  year  recuperating  from  her 
second  knee  replacement.  Not  to  be  slowed 
down,  she  definitely  plans  to  return  to  her 
travels  soon.  (She  was  really  enamored  of 
Lisbon  after  her  visit  last  fall.)  •  Ginny 
Saviano  Ayling  provides  a  great  model,  and 
perhaps  a  caution,  for  Paula.  She  sent  along 
her  story  about  living  with  two  artificial 
knees.  Last  spring,  she  went  shopping  near 
home  and  fell.  She  was  “smart  enough  to 
make  two  trips  unloading  so  my  purse, 
keys,  and  phone  were  in  the  house.  I  didn’t 
hurt  myself  at  all  in  the  fall,  but  I  tried  so 
hard  and  long  to  push  up  that  I  broke  a 
metatarsal  on  my  foot.  Finally  two 
neighbors  helped  me  up.  I  didn’t  know  it 
was  broken,  so  four  days  later,  I  fiew  to 
Colorado  to  see  family.  I  had  a  wonderful 
time  walking  around,  but  it  never  stopped 
hurting.  At  home,  I  finally  got  diagnosed 
and  treated;  fortunately  I  can  stiU  teach  my 
water  aerobics.”  •  Faith  BrouiUard  Hughes 
traveled  abroad  last  year,  as  well.  “I  survived 
a  birding  trip  (not  a  vacation)  to  Armenia.” 
(Her  words  not  mine.)  Sounds  like  more  of 
a  challenge  than  one  would  expect.  After 
all,  birds  are  such  nice  little  creatures.  Her 
spring  tour  of  several  U.S.  Navy  ships  in 
New  York  Harbor  was  much  easier — a 
relaxing  sail  and  a  lovely  lunch.  •  While 
some  travel,  others  find  a  new  view  outside 
their  windows  by  moving.  In  the  last  year, 
Renee  Ermatinger  DesRosiers  sold  her 
Massachusetts  and  Florida  homes  and 
bought  a  single-level  home  in  Worcester, 
where  she  can  be  more  comfortable,  after 
her  own  knee  and  hip  replacements,  and  be 
nearer  to  family.  •  Meg  Harrington  Tyre 
moved  from  New  York  after  40  years.  She 
spends  eight  months  per  year  in  Naples,  FL, 
and  summers  in  Plymouth.  She  already 
anticipates  catching  up  with  classmates  in 
Massachusetts.  (Meg,  there  are  several  close 
by  in  Florida  too.)  •  So,  we  have  a  theme 
here?  There  may  be  health  issues,  but  we 
won’t  stop  enjoying  life.  One  person  was 
already  musing  about  our  getting  together 
again.. .it’s  less  than  halfway  to  our  next 
reunion!  Perhaps,  we  can  plan  a  travelogue 
to  vicariously  enjoy  each  other’s  adventures. 
Sharing  news  like  this  helps,  but  seeing 
each  other  is  even  better.  Love  to  hear  from 
more  of  you,  meanwhile. 

Correspondent:  M.  Adrienne  Tarr  Free 
thefrees@cox.net 
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Greetings,  friends.  For  those  of  you  in  snowy 
climes,  we  wish  you  a  gentle  and  speedy 
spring!  •  David  t^ite  and  Robert  Halli  were 
among  those  inducted  into  the  Fulton  Debate 
HaU  of  Fame  as  representatives  of  the  decade 
of  the  1960s  “in  many  respects  the  golden 
age  for  Fulton  Debate,  when  Boston  College 
not  only  qualified  a  team  for  the  National 
Debate  Tournament  for  the  first  time,  but 
also  advanced  numerous  times  into  the  late 
elimination  rounds.”  •  Bob  Ketels  and  his 
wife,  Kathy,  spent  last  August  volunteering 
with  the  Bald  Head  Island  Conservancy  sea 
turtle  protection  program  as  loggerhead  sea 
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turtle  nest  monitors.  Then,  in  September, 
they  joined  the  inaugural  BC  Beyond 
Educational  Travel  tour.  Enchanting  Ireland, 
where  they  enjoyed  a  wonderful  time  with 
other  BC  alumni  and  spouses  touring  the 
beautiful  nation  of  Ireland  and  learning 
about  its  history,  culture,  and  people.  •  So 
many  of  us  are  moving  on  from  our  careers 
and  exploring  new  adventures.  Many  of  our 
classmates  are  avidly  participating  in 
volunteer  experiences.  No  doubt,  this  time 
of  freedom  provides  us  with  a  broad  range 
of  opportunities,  sometimes  quite 
surprising  diversions  from  our  career 
days.  Let’s  have  some  fun  sharing  some 
of  our  adventures.  Go,  Eagles! 

Correspondent:  Judith  Anderson  Day 
jnjday@aol.com 
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Married  for  51-plus  years,  the  proud  parents 
of  4  children  and  12  grandchildren,  Joe 
and  Jeanie  (Sullivan)  McKeigue  divide  their 
time  between  Atlantis,  FL,  and  Cotuit,  MA. 
This  past  summer,  Jeanie  reconnected  with 
classmate  Dorothy  Largay,  a  resident  of 
California.  After  earning  a  PhD  in 
psychology  from  the  University  of  Oregon, 
Dorothy  embarked  on  a  career  as  a 
management  consultant,  specializing  in 
leadership  and  organizational  development. 
In  the  1980s  she  joined  Apple  as  a  director 
of  worldwide  leadership  development  and, 
among  other  accomplishments,  set  up  all 
Apple  independent  offices  in  Europe.  In 
2005,  Dorothy  founded  the  Linked 
Foundation,  whose  mission  is  to  promote 
and  invest  in  solutions  that  improve  the 
health  and  self-reliance  of  women  and  their 
families  in  rural  Latin  America  and  the 
United  States.  She  continues  today  as 
CEO  of  the  foundation.  Known  as  a 
technophilanthropist,  Dorothy  has  been 
honored  by  many  institutions,  including 
sharing  an  award  from  UC  Santa  Barbara 
with  her  husband,  Wayne  Rosing.  •  In 
September,  Kathy  Hogan  Mullaney  walked 
150  miles  along  the  Camino  Frances  path 
of  the  Camino  de  Santiago  de  Compostela. 
On  this  14-day  journey,  Kathy  particularly 
enjoyed  her  fellow  pilgrims,  the  little 
chapels  and  villages  en  route,  and  the 
incredible  hospitality  and  kindness  of  the 
locals.  •  Sue  Sturtevant  spent  17  days  in 
England  with  two  graduate-school  friends. 
In  London,  they  rented  a  three-story 
townhouse  and  visited  eight  museums.  In 
a  van,  they  drove  through  the  Cotswolds  to 
the  Cornish  Coast.  Highlights  of  the  trip 
were  Stonehenge,  Port  Isaac  (PBS  Doc 
Martin  filming  site),  and  the  Magna  Carta 
at  Salisbury  Cathedral,  as  weU  as  attending 
evensong  at  Exeter  Cathedral.  •  In  2002, 
Cathy  Murray  Ryan  cofounded  the  National 
Institute  for  Newman  Studies  in  Pittsburgh, 
which  has  a  library  and  a  digital  collection, 
publishes  a  journal,  and  sponsors  a 
residential  scholars’  program.  John  Henry 
Cardinal  Newman  was  an  intellectual 
known  for  his  writings  on  theology, 
philosophy,  education,  and  British  and 
Church  history.  In  Rome  in  October  with 
her  husband,  John,  Cathy  witnessed 


firsthand  the  canonization  of  John  Henry 
Newman.  Their  seats  were  located  about  50 
feet  from  Pope  Francis.  Afterwards,  the 
Ryans  celebrated  with  their  British 
collaborators  on  the  Newman  Institute  in 
both  Italy  and  various  parts  of  England. 
Correspondent:  jane  Sullivan  Burke 
janeburkeiy@gmail.com 
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I  enjoyed  the  wrap  up  to  our  reunion 
weekend — the  jazz  brunch  at  the  McMullen 
Museum  of  Art  with,  among  others,  George 
’68  and  Myrna  (Cohen)  Thurnher.  Myrna  is 
a  retired  special  education  teacher  who 
taught  at  Woodbridge  Senior  High  School. 
She  and  George  live  in  Woodbridge,  VA. 

Also  at  the  brunch  was  Mary  Mulvoy  Lofty. 
Mary  resides  in  Glendale,  OH,  with  her 
husband,  Don.  Mary  was  happy  to 
announce  that  Don  is  unopposed  in  his  re- 
election  bid  as  mayor  of  Glendale,  so  their 
plans  for  a  trip  to  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  can  continue.  •  Doug  Carnival’s 
daughters,  Jenny  Reynaud  ’05  and  Leighlin 
Carnival  ’07,  joined  him  at  our  reunion  and 
had  a  ball.  Doug  particularly  was  glad  to  see 
Terry  Boyle.  Doug  is  still  working  with  his 
law  firm,  McGrann,  Shea,  Carnival, 

Straughn  &  Lamb,  as  a  lobbyist  at  the 
Minnesota  Legislature  and  has  done  so  for 
the  last  38  years.  He  lives  in  St.  Paul,  MN.  • 
Diane  Findlen  Garrow  enjoyed  reconnecting 
with  two  friends  from  her  Connell  School  of 
Nursing  class,  Mary  EUen  Driscoll  Olsson 
and  Andrea  Keane  Burke.  Mary  EUen  was  at 
the  reunion;  however,  Andrea  was  not  able 
to  make  it  from  Salt  Lake  City.  A  few  weeks 
after  Reunion,  Andrea  was  in  West 
Harwich,  and  Diane  was  able  to  share  a 
reunion  with  her.  •  John  Cavanagh  had  a 
busy  summer  going  into  partnership  with 
his  daughter,  Sharon  Cavanagh  Dane  ’94, 
and  buying  Songbird  Pond,  a  modern  44- 
bed  assisted-living  facility  in  Plymouth,  WI. 

•  BiU  O’Flanagan,  despite  a  decades-old 
PhD,  is  auditing  Legal  Ethics  in  Social 
Contexts  with  Penn  sophomore 
granddaughter  Caitlin  O’Flanagan.  •  Jim 
O’Reilly  won  re-election  to  his  ninth  term 
on  the  city  council  in  Wyoming,  OH,  and 
has  launched  his  54th  textbook.  He  directs 
the  concentration  on  health  services 
management  for  MD/MPH  students  at  the 
University  of  Cincinnati  College  of 
Medicine.  •  Cara  Finnegan,  MBA’74,  wrote 
that  her  husband,  John  Groman,  died  in 
August.  Cara  is  living  in  South  Carolina  in 
a  lovely  community  called  Brays  Island 
Plantation  that  offers  unlimited  activities 
for  retirees. 

Correspondent:  James  R.  Littleton 
jim.littleton@gmail.com 
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The  50th  reunion  news  is  back.  After  our 
morning  discussion  during  Reunion 
Weekend,  we  gathered  with  other  reunion 
classes  for  lunch  under  a  tent  on  the  lawn 
between  Barat  and  Stuart.  Following  lunch, 
we  met  again  in  one  of  Stuart’s  modern 
classrooms.  First  up  from  our  class  was 


Debby  Madison  Nolan.  Her  task  was  to 
answer  where,  why,  how,  and  when  she 
became  a  writer.  Very  casually  and  with  an 
engaging  delivery,  she  discussed  how  after 
her  first  child  was  born,  she  decided  to 
write,  joined  a  writers’  group,  and  now 
writes  most  every  day  at  home  in  New  York 
City  or  at  her  home  along  the  Hudson  River. 
She  develops  her  characters  from  her 
experiences  in  life,  and  the  end  result 
becomes  a  romance  novel!  Our  classmates 
had  several  questions  for  her,  ranging  from 
how  she  got  published  to  how  she  chooses 
her  covers.  Her  novels  include  Suddenly  Lily, 
Conflict  of  Interest,  Second  Act  for  Carrie 
Armstrong,  and  Hello  Again.  After  a 
successful  career  as  an  attorney,  Debby 
continues  to  write;  travel  with  her  husband, 
Frank  (who  along  with  Susan  Power 
Gallagher’s  husband,  Eddie,  attended  each 
of  our  events);  and  paint.  She  and  Frank 
have  a  son  and  identical-twin  daughters, 
plus  grandchildren!  •  Next  up  was  Martha 
McCullough  Mayer.  In  chatting  with  us, 
Martha  says  she  writes  constantly.  She 
writes  wherever  she  might  be  and  on 
whatever  piece  of  paper  she  has  with  her. 
After  Newton  she  earned  an  MS  degree 
from  Texas  A&M.  Martha  worked  for  28 
years  as  an  environmental  consultant, 
traveling  to  places  such  as  the  North 
Atlantic,  the  Caribbean,  the  eastern 
Mediterranean,  the  South  China  Sea,  and 
the  Santa  Barbara  Channel.  Her  writings 
come  from  those  experiences.  Mostly, 
they  are  murder  mysteries  involving  the 
appearance  of  dead  bodies!  Those  stories 
have  not  yet  been  published,  but  because 
she  belongs  to  a  writer’s  circle,  she  has 
published  several  stories  in  two  different 
anthologies:  Spilled  Ink  and  Joseph,  You  Take 
the  Baby!  There  are  no  murder  mysteries 
in  these  anthologies.  There’s  a  sweet  story 
about  a  young  boy  buying  a  Christmas  gift 
for  his  mother.  And  another  is  quite  fun;  it’s 
about  the  different  names  of  taxi  companies 
in  New  York  City!  Martha,  who  now  lives  in 
New  Bedford,  left  for  Denmark  right  after 
our  weekend.  •  Up  last  was  Winnie  “Oyoko” 
Loving  from  St.  Croix.  She  began  writing 
poetry  while  teaching,  publishing  two 
books:  Remember  When  and  Spontaneous: 
Redeflning  Poetry.  Winnie  currently  performs 
her  poetry  on  radio  every  Friday  morning. 
After  retirement,  she  published  three 
illustrated  children’s  books:  My  Name 
Is  Freedom,  My  Grandma  Loves  to  Play, 
and  Jeepnery  Love,  dedicated  to  her 
granddaughters.  Winnie  and  her  husband 
have  two  children.  During  our  session, 
Winnie  dramatically  read  several  of  her 
poems.  We  were  spellbound  by  her  delivery. 
The  afternoon  ended  with  Winnie  leading 
us  in  singing  “Amen.”  We  were  speechless 
and  moved  to  tears.  Our  two-hour 
scheduled  session  became  three  hours; 
no  one  skipped  out  early!  All  of  the  above 
mentioned  books  are  available  on  Amazon. 
My  heartfelt  thanks  to  all  three  presenters! 
Correspondent:  Mary  Gabel  Gostello 
mgc102g@aol.com 
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A  few  notes  this  time  as  well  as  a  big  push 
for  our  upcoming  50th.  •  Surely,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  careers  enjoyed  by  anyone 
among  us  must  be  that  of  Roland  Sturk. 
Though  not  a  soccer  player  at  BC,  while 
teaching  math  and  business  in  Denver 
Roland  became  coach  of  his  school’s 
women’s  soccer  program.  After  several 
years,  he  took  up  part-time  coaching  at 
Regis  University  in  Denver,  then  in  the 
U.S.  Olympic  Development  Program, 
followed  by  a  move  to  a  fuU-time  position 
at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  from  which 
he  retired  as  head  coach.  When  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Ann,  took  an  overseas  job  with 
the  Department  of  Defense,  he  took  his 
coaching  skills  to  Italy  and  finally  retired 
after  a  year  coaching  in  Turkey.  Along  the 
way,  he  developed  a  professional  interest  in 
wine  and  is  a  certified  sommelier.  Now 
retired  in  Delaware,  he  and  his  wife  have  a 
daughter,  Kimberly  Ann,  and  two  grandsons. 
Quite  a  ride.  •  Ed  and  Joanne  (Sullivan) 
Marut  were  back  on  campus  this  fall  to  see 
the  awarding  of  a  scholarship  they  have 
established  to  support  nursing  or  premed 
students  who  participate  in  non-revenue 
sports.  Ed  is  a  reproductive  endocrinologist 
with  the  Fertility  Centers  of  Illinois,  while 
Joanne  is  enjoying  retired  life  after  an  active 
career  in  perinatal  nursing.  Ed  went  to  Yale 
Medical  School  after  BC  and,  after  several 
academic  and  research  positions,  started 
with  this  group  about  20  years  ago.  The 
Maruts  have  two  grown  children,  including 
Kathryn  Birch  ’03,  and  four  grandchildren. 

•  A  big  season  for  Mike  Mingolelli.  Not  only 
will  he  once  again  head  up  our  reunion 
celebration,  but  he  was  recently  named  to 
the  Guardian  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
America’s  hall  of  fame.  This  is  a  very 
exclusive  nationwide  group  of  Guardian  agents 
who  have  shown  consistent  production, 
customer  service,  and  integrity  throughout 
their  career.  Congratulations,  Mike.  • 
Mentioning  Mike,  of  course,  transitions 
easily  into  a  note  about  our  50th  reunion, 
set  for  May  29-31  on  campus.  As  he  who 
has  chronicled  this  class  for  almost  all  the 
50  years  since  we  graduated,  let  me  give  you 
what  I  feel  is  the  bottom  line  about  why  you 
should  be  there.  Quite  simply,  you  will  see 
faces,  hear  voices,  and  reconnect  with 
people  with  whom  you  shared  an  important 
part  of  your  life,  whom  you  might  never  see 
again,  in  a  locale  that  you  may  never  visit 
again.  As  we  reach  into  our  later  years,  it 
is  not  ours  to  know  the  next  time  when  any 
of  us  will  be  able  to  join  such  a  celebration. 
Do  not  miss  this  opportunity. 

Gorrespondent:  Dennis  Razz  Berry 
dennisj.  berry@gmail.com 
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Congratulations  to  Harriet  MuUaney  and 
the  Denver  office  of  the  American  Friends 


Service  Committee!  Together,  they  created 
an  online  information  guide  for  families  at 
risk  of  deportation.  The  guide  addresses 
how  to  prepare  for  detention,  the  detention 
process,  and  resources,  if  any,  available  in 
countries  to  which  deportees  are  sent.  Some 
of  the  information  is  Denver-specific,  but 
the  general  process  can  be  applied 
elsewhere.  Here  is  an  excerpt:  “Breathe. 
Know  that  your  family  and  community  are 
holding  you  in  their  thoughts  and  prayers 
and  it  is  your  own  inner  strength  that  will 
get  you  through  this  difficult  transition.” 
And  a  tip:  “Get  more  than  one  original  birth 
certificate  for  each  child.  You  may  need  to 
leave  one  ...  and  may  need  additional  copies 
later.”  Harriet  reports:  “It  was  a  more 
complex  endeavor  than  ever  we  imagined, 
but  the  final  product  proves  it  to  have  been 
worth  all  the  effort.”  (Text  the  word 
“Crossing”  to  919-90  for  an  easily 
forwarded  link  to  the  guide).  •  Rita 
Houlihan  continues  to  rack  up  successes 
with  her  Reclaim  Magdalene  project.  The 
project  aims  to  overcome  negative  images  of 
Mary  Magdalene  as  a  repentant  prostitute 
and  restore  her  “to  her  rightful  place  as  a 
leading  disciple  of  Jesus  in  our  liturgies  and 
memories.”  After  Rita  led  a  small  group 
requesting  Pope  Francis’s  support,  the 
Vatican  elevated  the  liturgical  calendar’s 
celebration  of  Mary  Magdalene  from 
“memorial”  to  “feast,”  the  same  recognition 
accorded  to  the  apostles.  This  summer,  Rita 
addressed  a  Fordham  University  audience 
on  Mary  Magdalene’s  importance.  •  Barbara 
Coveney  Harkins  is  enjoying  time  with  her 
first  grandchild.  Emmet  Harkins  O’Bryan, 
who  turned  i  in  July.  Since  Emmet  lives 
nearby  in  West  Roxbury,  Barbara  is  able  to 
share  childhood  milestones,  including 
Emmet’s  first  Red  Sox  game  at  age  2 
months.  In  addition  to  Emmet’s  mom, 
Colleen,  Barbara  has  a  son,  Cormac,  in 
Oakland,  CA,  and  a  daughter,  Caitlin  ’07, 
in  Brookline.  •  For  almost  50  years,  Jane 
Garvey  ReiUy  and  Jane  McMahon  had  been 
separately  visiting  their  beloved  San  Miguel 
de  Allende.  They  finally  connected  there 
and  photographed  the  occasion.  The  photo 
prompted  Lanie  Odium  to  write:  “I  hope 
everyone  will  come  to  our  reunion  next 
spring;  I  remember  looking  at  the  50-year 
attendees  at  previous  reunions  and 
marveling  that  they  got  around  so  well  at 
that  advanced  age.  Somehow  that  age  does 
not  seem  quite  so  advanced  as  it  did  30 
years  ago!”  See  you  at  Reunion! 
Gorrespondent:  Fran  Dubrowski 
fdubrowski@gmail.com 
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John  Hoell  reports  that  he  has  retired  this 
summer  after  45  years  in  the  practice  of 
general  dentistry  in  Somersworth,  NH.  • 
Dennis  Doyle  moved  last  year  from 
Missouri  to  Blaine,  WA,  to  be  near  his 
grandchildren.  He  relates  that  it  has  been  a 
great  adventure  for  him  to  learn  about  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  The  move  has  also  made 
him  philosophical  about  life  and  how  much 
his  BC  experience  has  contributed  to  his 
enjoyment  of  life!  •  Frank  Fitzgerald  enjoyed 
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meeting  former  teammates  at  an  event  for 
the  recognition  of  the  50th  anniversary  of 
BC  basketball  coach  Bob  Cousy’s  (H’14) 
1969  NIT  Finals  team.  Those  in  attendance 
included  Terry  Driscoll  ’69,  Tom  Veronneau 
’70,  Mike  Duim,  Vin  Costello,  Greg  Sees, 
Dennis  Doble  ’70,  and  Jim  Downey  ’70.  • 
Michael  Morris,  MA’73,  PhD’76,  and  his 
wife  have  relocated  to  Maryland  after  she 
recently  became  provost  at  the  University  of 
Maryland  Eastern  Shore.  He  reports  that  it 
is  a  great  location  for  retirement,  especially 
if  you  enjoy  eating  hard-shell  crabs  and 
don’t  like  driving  in  the  snow.  •  Joe  Collins 
reports  that  he,  Charlie  McBride,  Russ 
Pavia,  Tom  Henneberry  MBA’ 74,  John 
Mashia,  Vinny  Costello,  and  Paul  Higgins 
attended  the  BC  vs.  Florida  State  game  in 
November.  The  group  dined  at  District 
118  in  Newton  on  the  Friday  night  before 
the  game.  On  Saturday  morning,  Charlie 
hosted  yet  another  outstanding  tailgate 
party  despite  the  cold  weather.  After  the 
game.  Trivial  Pursuit  team  games  were 
followed  by  a  great  feast  at  the  Stockyard  in 
Brighton  and  an  off-key  oldies  sing-along! 

•  During  a  trip  to  Cape  Cod  in  spring  2018, 
Richard  Sousa  knocked  on  the  door  of 
Peterson  Realty  in  Harwich  and  found  his 
freshman  roommate,  Jim  Peterson,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  on  Comm.  Ave.  Both 
are  stiU  working:  Richard  is  approaching 
his  30-year  mark  at  Stanford’s  Hoover 
Institution,  and  Jimmy  is  selling  houses 
on  the  Cape.  •  My  thanks  to  classmates 
who  have  sent  emails.  Please  send  a  quick 
update  by  either  emailing  me  directly  or 
posting  online.  I  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you. 

Correspondent:  James  R.  Macho 
jmachoyi@bc.edu 

NC  1971 

Dear  classmates,  as  we  approach  the 
holidays,  I  have  been  swamped  with  happy 
and  sad  events  which  have  prevented  my 
researching  information  about  all  of  you. 
However,  I  do  have  news  from  Terri 
Mazzarelli  Mills,  who  is  one  of  the  ladies 
who  came  to  lunch  in  Connecticut  back  in 
April.  She  is  enjoying  being  a  grandmother 
to  her  six  grandchildren.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
her  daughter  Mary  Ellen  Mills  Harney  ’02 
gave  birth  to  a  baby  boy  in  August.  Mary 
Ellen  now  has  four  sons.  Terri  also  reports 
that  her  daughter  Francesca  Mills  Purcell 
’00  and  husband  Patrick  ’00  are  the  proud 
parents  of  a  son.  River,  and  a  daughter,  Lola. 
In  addition,  Terri’s  son,  Stephen,  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Michigan  and  lives 
in  Manhattan.  •  In  closing,  my  own  daughter, 
Nicole,  welcomed  a  baby  girl  to  her  family 
on  October  22.  Big  sister  Veronica  (5)  is 
thrilled  along  with  the  rest  of  us.  •  I’m 
hoping  for  more  news  next  time,  but  now 
I’m  heading  to  New  Orleans  for  a  week 
of  great  food  and  jazz.  How  about  you? 
Please  send  news! 

Correspondent:  Melissa  Robbins 
melrob4g  @  sbcglobal.net 
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I  know  that  much  of  my  previous  column 
was  about  a  reunion,  but  some  habits  are 
hard  to  break.  I  attended  the  45th 
anniversary  of  my  business  school  class  at 
Dartmouth  along  with  Jack  Harrington  and 
Connie  Voldstad.  Jack  is  retired  in  Brewster, 
NY,  from  a  career  as  CFO  of  several 
nonprofits.  Connie,  who  was  a  member  of 
our  class  before  graduating  early,  lives  in 
Bonita  Springs,  FL,  where  he  oversees  a 
marina/restaurant  complex.  He’s  a  retired 
hedge  fund  manager  and  Merrill  Lynch 
executive.  Before  the  trip,  I  had  a  visit  from 
Bro.  Joe  Barnett,  who  was  in  Los  Angeles  on 
leave  from  his  post  in  Managua,  Nicaragua. 

•  I’ve  heard  from  several  other  classmates 
lately:  Tony  Williamson  is  retired  in 
Summit,  NJ,  after  a  career  with  MetLife.  He 
sees  his  Fordham  Prep  classmates  Mike 
Alvino  and  Bill  Acker.  Mike  has  been  a  VP 
with  JPMorgan  Chase.  Bill  has  been  in 
charge  of  training  with  Univision.  •  Jack 
Looney  has  retired  as  an  assistant  attorney 
general  in  Connecticut  and  moved  to  Cape 
Cod.  •  Tom  Martin  is  retired  as  a  high 
school  music  director  in  Keene,  NH,  and 
now  serves  as  a  music  director  for  a  theater 
company  and  a  church.  •  Joe  McCarthy, 
MA’74,  is  retired  as  a  dean  at  Harvard,  lives 
in  Bethesda,  MD,  and  volunteers  for  the 
Buttigieg  presidential  campaign.  •  John 
Morin,  JD’76,  who  was  chief  corporate 
counsel  at  John  Hancock  before  retiring,  is 
moving  from  Plymouth  to  Chatham.  • 

Susan  Leclerc  O’Neill  reports  that  she  and 
her  husband  have  two  homes  in  Canada, 
one  in  Vancouver  for  the  winter  and  one  in 
Bella  Coola.  •  John  Saputo,  a  resident  of 
Sarasota,  FL,  owns  two  distributorships  of 
Anheuser  Busch,  Corona,  and  craft  beers. 
He’s  also  a  much-decorated  U.S.  Marine 
Corps  veteran.  •  Condolences  to  the  families 
of  the  following  classmates  who  have  passed 
away:  Phil  Marzetti,  a  Harvard  Law  grad 
who  lived  and  practiced  in  Atlanta;  Greg 
O’Connor,  who  was  a  professor  of  business 
administration  at  MCLA  in  North  Adams; 
Susan  Cotter  Coughlin,  a  homemaker  in 
Osterville;  Bob  Rolfe,  a  retired  salesman 
in  Beaufort,  SC,  who  played  freshman 
basketball  at  BC;  and  Brent  Gordon,  a 
counselor  in  Sanford,  NC,  who  was  a  Gold 
Key  member. 

Correspondent:  Lawrence  Edgar 
ledgary2@gmail.com 
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Since  attending  our  20th  reunion  with  her 
roommate,  Carolyn  Mclnerney,  Maritere 
“Terry”  Gonzalez  Matosantos  has  many 
years  of  news  to  share  with  us.  Terry  and 
husband  Manuel  live  in  Puerto  Rico  and  are 
celebrating  their  47th  wedding  anniversary. 
Their  oldest  child,  Jose  Manuel,  graduated 
from  Amherst  College  and  received  his 
MBA  from  Northwestern  University’s 
Kellogg  School  of  Management.  Jose 
Manuel  married  Johanna  Pitman,  an 
Australian,  who  received  an  MA  in  Asian 
Studies  from  Harvard.  Jose  and  Johanna 


live  with  their  children,  Isabel  and  Lucas 
Manuel,  in  Sydney,  Australia.  Terry  proudly 
notes  that  her  grandchildren  are  wonderful 
kids,  dedicated  students,  and  very  good  at 
sports.  Terry  and  Manuel’s  daughter.  Ana 
Josefina,  lived  in  California  after  graduating 
from  Stanford.  She  was  a  dedicated  public 
servant,  holding  cabinet  positions  with  the 
last  three  governors.  Ana  Josefina  serves  on 
the  Financial  Oversight  &  Management 
Board  for  Puerto  Rico  and  is  president  of 
Matosantos  Consulting.  She  entered  into  a 
commitment  ceremony  with  Sally  Espinosa, 
a  lawyer  from  California  whom  she  met 
during  their  internship  in  the  California 
Senate.  Finally,  Terry  shares  with  us:  “In 
1997,  the  Lord  brought  a  lovely  young 
woman  into  our  [Matosantos’  family]  lives. 
Veronica  Rivera  was  then  17.  She  came  to 
spend  some  days  with  us  to  try  to  figure  out 
what  she  was  going  to  do  with  her  life,  away 
from  her  stepfather.  Days  turned  into 
weeks,  years,  and  we  were  blessed  with 
another  daughter.  She  married  Jose  Torres 
and  had  Jose  Daniel,  their  eight-year-old 
son.  She  works  as  a  teacher  at  the  TASIS 
Dorado  School  I  cofounded  with  Fernando 
Gonzalez  and  Louis  Christiansen.  TASIS 
Dorado  is  now  18  years  old,  and  this  will  be 
our  loth  graduating  class.  I  have  always 
been  an  educator,  but  cofounding  this 
school  is  my  pride  and  joy!  Please  look  us 
up  on  the  Internet.”  Terry  also  reminded 
me  that  I  admired  her  brother,  Georgie,  and 
his  hockey  career  at  Harvard:  “I  remember 
the  album  you  showed  me  where  I  saw  with 
my  own  eyes  how  he  said  he  learned  to 
skate  in  his  dad’s  ice  cream  freezers  in 
Puerto  Rico.  What  a  laugh  we  had!”  And 
we  still  laugh  about  that.  •  Take  care,  and 
please  send  news. 

Correspondent:  Nancy  Brouillard  McKenzie 
newtonS  8y@bc.  edu 
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Well,  I  (Pat  DiPiUo)  am  now  Massachusetts 
Foreign  Language  Association  (MaFLA) 
first  VP  and  2020  conference  chair.  My 
theme  for  the  conference  will  be 
“Interculturality:  Creating  Cross  Cultural 
Connections.”  In  November,  I  visited 
Washington  DC  for  the  NADSFL  Annual 
Meeting,  which  is  for  world  language 
administrators  and  consultants.  It’s  part  of 
the  American  Council  on  the  Teaching  of 
Foreign  Languages  and  its  National  World 
Language  Association.  I  also  had  my  50th 
high  school  reunion  from  Girls’  Latin 
School  at  the  Hampshire  House  in  Boston.  • 
Did  you  move  somewhere  new,  change  jobs, 
or  have  another  life  update  to  share?  Sulsmit 
your  story  for  our  next  class  column. 
Correspondent:  Patricia  DiPillo 
perseus8i}@aol.com 

NC  1973 

It  was  so  good  to  hear  from  Maureen  Lynch. 
In  August,  Maureen  had  a  great  visit  with 
her  sister  on  Cape  Cod  and  was  able  to  catch 
up  with  Donna  Heuchling  as  well.  Maureen 
headed  to  Scarsdale,  NY,  in  October  for  her 
50th  high  school  reunion.  (I  believe  many 


of  US  have  had  reunions  this  year,  and  they 
are  a  true  trip  down  memory  lane.)  While 
there,  she  spent  time  with  her  daughter, 
Deirdre  Foley,  who  works  in  Manhattan  at 
Dylan  Murphy’s,  an  Irish  pub  on  the  Upper 
East  Side.  •  We  received  some  very  exciting 
news  from  Margaret  Stanton  McBride.  She 
is  running  for  a  vacancy  on  the  Illinois 
Supreme  Court  on  March  17,  2020. 

Margaret  has  been  a  judge  in  Illinois  for  32 
years,  12  years  as  a  circuit  court  (trial  court) 
judge,  and  the  last  20  years  as  an  appellate 
court  judge.  She  was  recently  found  “highly 
qualified”  to  serve  on  the  Supreme  Court 
by  the  Chicago  Bar  Association.  Her  website 
is  mcbrideforsupremecourt.com.  I  know 
all  of  you  join  me  in  wishing  her  great 
success  in  this  distinguished  endeavor.  •  My 
husband,  Randy,  and  I  (Mimi  Reiley  VUord) 
had  a  wonderfiil  trip  to  Utah  in  October  to 
visit  the  five  national  parks  there.  They  were 
all  breathtakingly  beautiful,  and  I  would 
highly  recommend  making  a  visit  if  you 
have  yet  to  do  so.  •  If  you  are  reading  this 
and  have  not  received  an  email  from  either 
Kathy  Dennen  Morris  or  me,  please  be 
sure  to  send  us  your  correct/updated  email 
address.  We  want  to  hear  from  you.  Best 
wishes  from  the  two  of  us  for  a  happy  and 
healthy  2020! 

Correspondent:  Kathy  Dennen  Morris 
kathymorrisjij  @gmail.  com 
Correspondent:  Mimi  Reiley  Vilord 
mimivi@optonline.net 
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Happy  2020,  everyone!  I  hope  the  year 
has  treated  you  and  your  loved  ones  well 
so  far!  Thank  you  to  all  who  sent  in 
updates  for  this  issue.  Boston  College 
Magazine  is  being  published  three  times 
a  year  now,  and  I  appreciate  your  taking 
the  time  to  send  me  some  news  to  share.  • 
Congratulations  to  Edward  Bassett,  JD’77. 
Ted,  who  was  captain  of  the  men’s  tennis 
team  and  who  went  on  to  graduate  from 
BC  Law,  was  inducted  into  the  Boston 
College  Varsity  Club  Hall  of  Eame  in 
the  fall.  Joining  the  celebration  were 
his  family  and  friends,  as  well  as  Coach 
MacDonald  and  teammates  Tom  Greene 
and  Chris  Whitney  ’76.  Ted  resides  in 
Southborough.  •  Doug  Conetta  wrote  that 
he  and  former  Mod  14A  roommates  Steve 
Del  Sole  and  Bob  Wilcox,  along  with  their 
wives,  attended  the  Elorida  State  game 
and  had  a  great  time.  Bob  has  retired  from 
his  law  practice,  while  Doug  and  Steve  are 
looking  forward  to  retiring  at  some  point. 
Thanks,  Doug!  •  While  most  of  us  have 
retired,  or  are  looking  forward  to  it,  it 
appears  Tom  Mahoney  has  no  plans  to 
slow  down.  He  started  a  new  job  in 
September,  teaching  math  and  theology  at 
Bishop  Eenwick  High  School  in  Peabody. 
Lucky  students!  •  My  family  is  doing  well. 
We  celebrated  our  youngest  son’s  wedding 
in  August  and  were  joined  by  John  and 
Maureen  (Galvin)  McCafferty.  •  Take  care. 
Correspondent:  Patricia  McNabb  Evans 
patricia.mcnabb.evans@gmail.com 
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Reunion  news  continues,  thanks  to  Julie 
Hirschberg  Nuzzo  who  writes:  “Last  spring, 

33  of  our  1974  classmates  gathered  for  our 
45th  reunion.  Third-floor  Duchesne  East  was 
well  represented  by  Mary  Faith  Schilling 
Saavedra,  Deirdre  Finn  Romanowski,  Robbie 
Grassi  Magee,  Chris  Meyer  Gregory,  Elise 
Gaudreau  Bradley,  Cris  Day,  Trisha  Keough 
Almquist,  and  Julie  Hirschberg  Nuzzo. 

These  amazing  women  met  as  freshmen 
and  formed  a  bond  maintained  for  close  to 
50  years.  It  is  a  rare  phenomenon  we  are 
proud  of  We  had  a  wonderful  Saturday 
evening  and  enjoyed  Mass  in  the  Newton 
Chapel  on  Sxmday  morning  followed  by 
brxmch  under  the  tent.  Mary  Eaith  Schilling 
Saavedra  is  the  school  counseling  director 
at  William  T.  Dwyer  High  School  in  Palm 
Beach  Gardens,  PL,  where  she  has  spent  28 
years  encouraging  her  students  to  succeed. 
She  manages  several  trips  to  Spain  each  year, 
a  place  dear  to  her  heart  ever  since  she,  Elise, 
and  I  [JuHe  Nuzzo]  studied  at  the  University 
of  Madrid  junior  year.”  •  Julie  added  that 
Deirdre  Pinn  Romanowski  continues  her 
good  work  in  special  education  in  the 
Hanover  Township,  NJ,  school  district. 
Deirdre  and  husband  Ron  spent  four  days 
with  Julie  and  husband  Tony  ’73  at  the 
Nuzzos’  Cape  home  in  Brewster  last  July. 

Julie  writes:  “They  were  good  sports. ..a 
tornado  blew  through,  and  we  were  without 
power  for  two  days.  We  dined  with 
flashlights,  taking  turns  charging  phones 
in  the  car.”  •  Robbie  Magee  is  executive 
director  at  Plynn,  a  fuU-service  advertising 
and  public  relations  agency  in  Rochester,  NY. 
She  and  Michael’s  beautiful  home  on  Lake 
Ontario  is  decorated  with  Robbie’s  artistic 
touch.  They  shuttle  to  California  to  visit  their 
son’s  family  and  grandson.  Their  daughter 
and  young  granddaughter  are  closer  to  home. 
•  Jay  and  Chris  (Meyer)  Gregory  have  seven 
grandchildren,  frequently  pitching  in  when 
needed  for  “kid-sitting”  duty.  •  Dan  and  Elise 
(Gaudreau)  Bradley  enjoy  spending  time  with 
grandchildren  in  Boston  and  DC.  •  Cris  Day 
retired  from  HP  Inc.  and  was  in  Aruba 
enjoying  her  yearly  dose  of  sun  and  relaxation. 
Cris  volunteers  in  the  Natick  town  offices  and 
as  a  driver  for  folks  in  need  of  assistance.  • 
After  a  career  in  the  Rhode  Island  pubHc 
school  system,  Trisha  Keough  Almquist  is 
now  a  school  counselor  at  a  charter  school 
in  Pawtucket.  Trisha  and  Glenn  have  seven 
grandchildren.  •  Tony  and  Julie  (Hirschberg) 
Nuzzo  are  officially  retired.  They  purchased 
property  for  their  primary  home  in  Plymouth 
in  the  PinehiUs.  TTiey  designed,  built,  and 
moved  into  their  custom  home  in  late  2018. 
Julie  writes:  “Plymouth  is  bucolic  but  we  like 
the  change.  I  walk  four  miles  most  days, 
joined  a  book  club,  and  volunteer  at  the  local 
Beth  Israel  Deaconess  Hospital.  Tony  and  I 
recently  spent  two  weeks  in  Spain;  the  sights, 
the  culture,  and  the  food  were  magnificent. 

It  was  a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  see  our 
classmates  in  June.  We  look  forward  to 
celebrating  our  investiture  in  2024!” 
Correspondent:  Beth  Docktor  Nolan 
nolanschool@verizon.net 
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45TH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

Dear  classmates,  please  mark  May  29-31, 
2020,  on  your  calendars  for  our  45th  class 
reunion!  A  time  to  reconnect  and  reminisce 
on  treasured  memories  of  our  years  at  the 
Heights!  Details  wiU  be  forthcoming.  • 

After  more  than  40  years  of  solo  practice 
in  her  native  city  of  Nashua,  NH,  Valerie 
Raudonis  recently  became  of  counsel  with 
the  Nashua  law  firm  of  Welts,  White,  & 
Pontaine,  focusing  on  estate  planning  and 
probate  matters.  •  Now  retired  as  CEO  of 
Campbell  Soup  Company,  Denise  Sullivan 
Morrison  serves  on  the  boards  of  Visa, 
MetLife,  and  Quest  Diagnostics.  She  is 
also  a  Boston  College  Trustee  and  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  Tufts 
Priedman  School  of  Nutrition  Science  & 
Policy.  Last  June,  she  was  awarded  an 
honorary  doctorate  from  Saint  Peter’s 
University  in  Jersey  City,  NJ.  Denise  and 
her  husband,  Tom,  live  on  Marco  Island 
in  the  winter  and  spend  summers  on 
Cape  Cod.  Denise  is  enjoying  more  time 
with  family,  especially  with  her  four 
grandchildren.  •  Lesley  Visser  writes:  “It 
came  as  a  shock  to  so  many  of  us  that  Mary 
Ann’s  will  never  be  the  same!  Back  in  the 
’70s,  the  owner  made  us  wear  orange  hot 
pants,  and  the  people  played  ‘Smoke  on  the 
Water’  20  times  in  a  row.”  She  survived 
that  experience  and  is  now  in  her  45th  year 
covering  sports,  having  first  written  for 
The  Heights  and  the  Boston  Globe,  then 
sportscasting  for  CBS,  ABC,  and  HBO. 
Lesley’s  husband.  Bob  Kanuth,  a  former 
captain  of  Harvard  basketball,  just  had  his 
50th  reunion,  and  Lesley  is  looking  forward 
to  bringing  him  to  our  May  29th  Reunion 
Weekend.  She  says  she  had  the  best 
roommates  and  the  best  professors,  and 
BC  has  always  been  central  to  her  life.  She 
can’t  wait  to  see  her  classmates  and  reminds 
us  to  bring  our  beU  bottoms!  •  I  would  like 
to  thank  Peter  Begans,  once  again,  for 
writing.  He  submits  the  following:  “Liz  Fay 
McMahon  credits  her  time  at  PULSE  and 
the  Jesuit  Volunteer  Corps  with  her 
decades-long  success  directing  Ignatian 
social  justice  programs  at  Saint  Peter’s 
College  in  Jersey  City  and  the  Ignatian 
Volunteer  Corps.  She  also  served  two 
terms  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Township  of  South  Orange  (NJ)  Village, 
where  she  optimized  her  innate  ability  to, 
in  her  mother’s  words,  ‘talk  a  dog  off  a  meat 
truck.’”  •  Pat  Flood  Best,  known  as  a  folk 
singer  at  BC,  worked  in  Boston  and  New 
York  City  real  estate  before  moving  to 
western  Connecticut,  where  she  created 
her  own  real  estate  agency  and  construction 
business.  Pat  likes  nothing  better  than  to 
see  a  refurbished  mansion  in  the  afternoon 
and  then  perform  on  stage  in  a  musical 
theater  that  evening.  •  Another  astute 
businesswoman  is  Jeanne  Lescroart  Naylon, 
who  is  a  principal  in  The  Financial  Architects 
with  her  husband,  helping  individuals 
navigate  their  way  to  a  successful  retirement. 
•  Not  just  a  lawyer,  but  a  Massachusetts  Super 
Lawyer  (he  made  the  list  for  15  straight  years), 
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Larry  Heffernan,  JD’78,  is  star  litigator 
at  Robinson  &  Cole.  He  honed  his 
presentation  and  negotiating  skills  as  a 
member  of  Entropy  House  on  South  Street, 
where  10  members  of  the  group  lived  in 
mostly,  though  not  always,  communal 
harmony  during  senior  year.  •  Jeanette 
Vuocolo  developed  an  interest  in  art  at  BC 
and,  upon  graduation,  worked  at  SoHo’s 
groundbreScing  art  space  called  The 
Kitchen.  She  went  on  to  produce  the 
Whitney  Museum’s  performance  art  at  the 
museum’s  Philip  Morris  branch  in  the  late 
1980s  and  continues  to  develop  art  projects 
in  New  York.  •  Always  on  the  cutting  edge 
at  BC,  Lynn  “Sarah”  Marra  Biggs  later 
studied  naturopathic  medicine  in  Seattle 
and  acupuncture  in  San  Francisco,  where 
she  lived  on  the  corner  of  Haight  and 
Ashbury.  Now  retired,  Lynn  and  her 
husband  make  pinot  noir  at  their  vineyard 
in  the  foothills  of  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains. 
•  Peter  Begans  says  his  time  writing  for 
The  Heights  helped  him  develop  survival 
skills  for  his  work  as  a  newspaper  reporter, 
political  analyst  at  ABC  News,  speechwriter 
for  New  Jersey  Governor  Tom  Kean,  and 
Washington  lobbyist.  Probably  the  most 
important  legislation  he  worked  on  was 
passage  of  Medicare  Part  D  in  2003,  which 
many  of  us  are  on  now.  Peter  concludes: 

“We  all  get  together  for  minireunions  at 
the  homes  of  Larry  Heffernan  and  Norman 
Stein  ’76  on  the  Cape,  where  we  recall  the 
wit  and  wisdom  or  our  dear  friend  John 
Brennan,  an  associate  editor  of  The  Heights, 
who  passed  away  in  late  1995.  We  never  tire 
of  seeing  each  other.”  •  Best  wishes  to  aU! 
Correspondent:  Hellas  M.  Assad 
hellasdamas@hotmail.com 
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May  29-31,  2020 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  we  learned  of 
the  passing  of  Sandy  McDonald  Jones  in 
August  after  a  sudden  and  brief  battle  with 
cancer.  There  were  lovely  tributes  and 
stories  from  many  of  you,  and  her  friends 
and  family  on  social  media  and  on  the 
caringbridge.org  site  that  her  daughter, 
Alex,  graciously  updated  to  keep  everyone 
informed.  Sandy  was  a  beautiful,  talented 
woman — a  lover  of  jewelry  and  design  and 
her  elegant  pearls,  flowers,  music,  her  faith, 
and  most  importantly  her  family.  She  was 
instrumental  in  setting  up  our  class 
Facebook  page  to  keep  us  all  connected.  A 
Sacred  Heart  “girl”  through  and  through, 
Sandy  will  be  missed  by  the  many  whose 
lives  she  touched.  We  send  our  heartfelt 
condolences  to  her  family  on  their 
tremendous  loss.  •  Sadly,  Gina  Lopez  also 
passed  away,  on  August  19  in  Manila. 

Gina  returned  to  the  Philippines  after 
her  freshman  year  at  Newton.  She  was  a 
philanthropist,  an  eco-environmentalist, 
and  an  activist  for  women’s  and  children’s 
rights  who  worked  tirelessly  on  these  issues 
around  the  globe.  •  For  many,  the  summer 
and  early  fall  bring  travels  and  visits  with 
family  and  friends  before  the  rush  of 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  I  caught  up 
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with  Carol  Finigan  Wilson  via  text!  She  and 
husband  Chris  had  just  been  out  to  see 
their  oldest  daughter,  Lauren,  and  her 
husband  and  three  grandkids  in  Southern 
California  in  July.  Carol’s  sister,  Susan, 
also  lives  nearby,  so  it  was  great  all  around. 
Her  other  daughters  live  in  the  Boston  area, 
so  everyone  was  back  together  in  August 
and  September  on  the  Cape  with  a  new 
granddaughter  in  tow.  Between  running 
her  insurance  company  in  Concord, 
volunteering,  and  spending  as  much  time 
with  all  those  grandkids,  Carol’s  keeping 
very  busy!  •  In  September,  Carol  Fitzsimons 
enjoyed  visiting  friends  in  Athens,  GA, 
thankfully  safe  from  the  path  of  Hurricane 
Dorian.  •  We  took  our  first,  but  definitely 
not  our  last,  trip  to  Charleston  in  late 
August  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the 
southern  hospitality,  historic  architecture 
and  sights,  and  restaurant  scene  there. 

Even  better,  it  was  “cooler”  than  Florida! 

•  I  hope  you  have  made  your  plans  for  our 
45th  Reunion  Weekend,  May  29-31.  Our 
Reunion  Committee  is  hard  at  work  to 
make  our  45th  the  best  one  yet!  •  Keep 

Correspondent:  Karen  Foley  Freeman 
karenfoleyfreeman@gmail.com 
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Carla  Talento  Lepke  saw  her  three  children 
all  marry  in  2018.  She  continues  to  reside  in 
Boston.  •  Bob  Fredericks  went  on  to  be 
a  senior  writer  covering  politics  and  the 
White  House  for  the  great  New  York  Post 
after  earning  his  BA  in  English  and 
communication.  Bob’s  wife  and  two 
children  continued  the  tradition  of 
attending  Jesuit  schools.  Bob  resides  in  the 
historic  seaside  community  of  Black  Rock 
in  Bridgeport,  CT.  He  socializes  with  fellow 
’yfiers  Dave  Maxham,  Ted  Rappa,  Bob 
Speer,  and  George  Szondy  at  the  Gaelic 
American  Club  in  Fairfield.  •  Joe  VaDely 
lives  in  Boston  and  was  active  in  the  Jesuit 
Volunteer  Corps.  He  is  rightly  proud  of  his 
daughter  Clare  ’17,  who  had  a  wonderful 
JVC  experience  in  Milwaukee,  providing 
health  care  to  those  in  need.  The  legacy 
lives  on!  •  Loyal  gal-pals  Kathy  Jacobsen 
and  Kathy  McSweeney  spent  time  together 
last  spring  when  the  former  hosted  the 
latter  at  her  Cape  Cod  residence.  They  made 
a  pilgrimage  to  Chestnut  Hill,  toured  the 
campus,  and  reminisced.  Once  an  Eagle, 
always  an  Eagle!  •  Richard  DiNitto,  MS’83, 
recently  reached  the  20th  anniversary  of  his 
international  environmental  consulting 
business  here  in  Boston.  •  Sharyn  O’Leary 
Sweeney  had  a  blast  at  the  BC  Bands 
centennial  celebration  and  loved  being  on 
the  field  with  her  flag,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  original  all-female  color 
guard.  •  Paul  CaUahan  visited  his  daughter 
Kellyann  Callahan  ’21  in  Florence,  Italy,  for 
Thanksgiving  with  wife  Kathy  and  high 
school  senior  daughter  Maggie.  Kelly  is 
enjoying  her  semester  abroad  at  the  lES 
Abroad  program  in  Vienna,  Austria,  the 
same  program  her  dad  attended  in  1974.  • 
Joan  Clark  Ankner  retired  last  summer 
from  the  NVNA  Pat  Roche  Hospice  Home 


in  Hingham  and  welcomed  her  first 
grandson  in  August.  •  Nancy  Silberkleit  has 
been  active  as  co-CEO  of  the  iconic  Archie 
Comics  Publications  and  the  hit  TV  show 
Riverdale.  In  this  role,  she  brings  the 
message  of  diversity,  inclusion,  and  the 
power  of  comic  books  to  promote  literacy.  • 
Joseph  Giordano  received  the  Tufts 
University  School  of  Dental  Medicine 
Alumni  Award,  2019.  He  is  looking  forward 
to  the  birth  of  his  first  grandchild  (a  girl!) 
in  mid-December.  •  Gail  Mosman  Murphy 
welcomed  her  first  grandchild,  Jackson 
Joseph  Mulcahy,  on  August  9,  2019.  She 
is  very  proud  of  her  daughter,  Jessica,  and 
son-in-law  Michael  Mulcahy  ’05.  •  Gerry 
Shea,  erstwhile  sports  editor  of  Sub  Turri, 
continues  to  support  and  root  for  the  Eagles. 
He  and  daughters  Emily  and  Meg  are 
within  walking  distance  of  the  Newton 
Campus  and  take  in  many  men’s  and 
women’s  matches.  Gerry  recently  attended 
a  reunion  at  his  second  alma  mater,  Notre 
Dame  Law  School.  •  Our  45th  reunion  will 
be  here  before  we  know  it  (June  2021)!  I 
hope  all  ’yfiers  will  attend.  In  the  interim, 
keep  in  touch,  be  healthy  and  happy,  and 
God  bless! 

Correspondent:  Gerald  B.  Shea 
gerbsj4@  hotmail.  com 
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Cheryl  Carleton,  who  lives  in  Pennsylvania, 
recently  visited  BC  with  her  youngest 
daughter,  Carolyn  ’21,  who  is  a  junior  at 
Boston  College.  They  went  to  an  early- 
morning  tailgate  party  with  Carolyn’s 
roommates  and  their  parents  before  the 
FSU  game.  Also,  they  had  a  tour  of  the  new 
recreation  complex,  which  they  describe  as 
“awesome”]  Cheryl  had  dinner  with  a  former 
alum,  Adrienne  Lynch,  JD’8o,  and  visited 
with  Professor  McLaughlin  and  his  wife 
to  end  what  was  a  great  weekend!  •  Neil 
Hartzell  lives  in  Massachusetts  and  is  a 
partner  at  the  law  firm  of  Freeman,  Mathis, 
&  Gary  in  Boston.  He  was  recently  named 
to  the  Best  Lawyers  in  America  for 
Commercial  Litigation  for  the  sixth 
straight  year.  Neil  has  also  been  named  a 
Massachusetts  Super  Lawyer!  •  Jeffry  Bauer, 
of  Michigan,  has  been  extremely  busy  as 
an  arbitrator  and  mediator  for  FINRA  and 
practicing  law.  He  has  also  been  very 
involved  as  a  “leadership  volunteer”  for 
the  American  Red  Cross.  Also,  he  has 
completed  US  DHS  training  to  become 
a  communications  unit  leader  and 
communications  technician.  Jeffry  writes: 

“I  have  not  spent  enough  time  on  the  links 
or  the  water.  No  moss  on  my  hull!”  •  Jane 
Alchermes-Reilly,  of  New  York,  has  been 
blessed  with  a  career  she  loves  as  an  RN. 
Jane  is  happily  married  and  has  four 
children,  who  are  aU  grown-up  professionals, 
and  three  grandchildren  so  far!  She  looks 
back  on  her  BC  years  with  much  gratitude 
and  affection.  Jane,  I  can  attest  that  we  all 
share  your  sentiments  regarding  our  BC 
years;  wing’d  time  is  fleeting!  •  Carlo 
Bonavita,  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  wife, 
Rosanne,  have  been  enjoying  BC  football 
home  games  and  catching  up  with  old 


friends.  Ron  Ramieri  and  his  wife,  Jeanne; 
Bob  Mooney  and  his  wife,  Maureen;  Joe 
Moran;  and  Jim  Witco  have  joined  them  a 
couple  of  times  at  football  games.  Carlo  is 
stiU  trying  to  unite  as  many  of  the  Class 
of  1977  Kilsyth  Road  gang  as  is  possible. 

His  family  continues  to  grow,  with  three 
grandsons  and  a  granddaughter!  •  With 
great  joy,  I,  Nicholas  Kydes,  and  my  wife, 
Carol,  would  like  to  announce  the  birth 
of  our  first  granddaughter,  Sybil  Olympia 
Thomson,  who  was  born  on  June  13,  2019, 
to  our  daughter,  Olympia,  and  her  husband, 
Michael.  I  will  never  forget  the  feelings 
our  son,  Alexander,  a  senior  at  UConn, 
expressed  when  he  held  Sybil  in  his  gentle 
embrace  when  we  visited  Olympia  and 
Michael  at  the  hospital.  Alexander  said: 
“Now  I  know  what  true  love  is.”  •  May  all 
good  things  find  the  path  to  your  door! 

God  bless  us  all! 

Correspondent:  Nicholas  Kydes 
nicholaskydes@yahoo.com 
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In  the  “be  careful  what  you  wish  for” 
department:  For  the  first  time  in  the 
17  years  I  have  been  your  correspondent, 
more  classmates  than  ever  sent  more 
info  than  the  word  count  I  am  allotted 
allows.  Apologies  in  advance  to  those  who 
submitted,  as  I  had  to  edit  everything  down! 
•  Beth  Carroll  Everett  and  the  ladies  from 
Mod  43A — Jenny  Peck  Vetromile,  Wendy 
Lovejoy,  Linda  Landry,  and  Stephanie 
Markiewicz — met  in  June  at  Beth’s 
apartment  in  New  York  City  for  a  reunion 
weekend.  Fellow  roommate  Denise 
Beaudoin  was  unable  to  make  it.  •  Suzanne 
Thompson  Insolia  of  Boston  celebrated  37 
years  of  marriage  with  her  husband, 
Francesco,  and  travels  often  to  visit  family 
and  friends  in  Italy.  They  are  retired  and 
spend  their  winter  months  on  the  west 
coast  of  Puerto  Rico  at  their  home  on  the 
beach  there.  •  Also  retired  is  Sean  King, 
who  left  the  U.S.  Navy  in  2007  as  the 
commanding  officer  of  Naval  Air  Station 
Atlanta.  He  then  taught  Navy  JROTC  in 
an  Atlanta-suburb  high  school.  Sean  moved 
to  Sarasota,  FL,  in  2017  and  said  he  spent 
a  weekend  in  Maine  last  summer  with 
Rob  Ford,  Michael  Livingstone  JD’8i,  and 
Sam  Peck  ’79.  •  Vin  Morreale  wrote  a  long 
email  chock  full  of  updates.  Vin,  I  will 
include  some  stuff  in  the  next  issue!  After 
college,  Vin  moved  to  Berkeley,  CA,  where 
he  started  acting,  writing,  and  directing. 

He  was  a  cofounder  of  the  Playwrights’ 
Center  of  San  Francisco  and  the  Senseless 
Bickering  Comedy  Theatre  and  had  a 
number  of  plays  produced  and  published 
and  a  few  movie  screenplays  optioned. 

He  taught  acting  with  his  Burning  Up 
the  Stage  workshops,  which  are  known 
nationwide.  Much  more  will  be  revealed 
next  time,  but  suffice  to  say,  the  man’s  had 
a  very  successful  career  with  more  than 
1,000  productions  of  his  works,  which  have 
been  seen  in  15  countries.  •  Steve  Wadle 
lives  in  Denver  and  loves  the  Colorado 
lifestyle.  After  a  long  career  in  technology 
and  consulting,  he  is  now  a  full-time 


equities  and  options  trader  trading  for  his 
own  account.  He  would  love  to  hear  from 
any  other  traders  (or  anyone)  in  the  larger 
BC  community.  His  daughter  also  lives  in 
Denver,  and  his  son  calls  Durango  home.  • 
Glenn  Kaplinsky  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  25th  wedding  anniversary  last  year. 
They  met  at  law  school  when  she  sat  down 
next  to  him  at  orientation.  Their  son  is  a 
cadet  at  a  military  academy.  •  So  much 
news,  so  little  space.  But  keep  those 
updates  coming! 

Correspondent:  Julie  Butler 
Julesbutlerjj  @gmail.  com 
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Kerry  O’Mahony  and  her  fiance,  Toshi 
Bekku,  just  bought  a  house  in  a  seaside 
village  of  southeastern  Connecticut  called 
Rowayton.  She  is  excited  to  embark  on  this 
new  chapter  of  their  lives.  •  In  July  2019, 
Mark  Lewis  received  the  Marshall  Klein 
Entrepreneur  of  the  Year  Award  from  the 
Entrepreneurs’  Organization  (EO)  of 
Louisiana  as  its  membership  chair.  EO  of 
Louisiana  became  the  fastest-growing 
chapter  in  the  country.  In  addition,  Mark 
received  a  global  award  from  EO  corporate 
in  Macau,  China,  for  membership 
excellence.  •  James  Curtin  recently  got 
together  with  fellow  classmates  Julius 
Sciarra,  Tom  Pope,  Steve  Papazian,  Jim 
Merrigan,  and  their  spouses.  They  had  a 
great  evening,  and  interestingly  enough. 
Professor  Lou  Corsini  ’61,  MBA’68,  was 
spotted  beforehand  by  Julius.  James  is  sure 
that  Lou  has  radar  homed  in  on  all  his 
former  students.  •  Brenda  Hamlet  caught 
up  with  fellow  ’79ers  Jane  Sullivan  Murphy, 
Lynn  O’Hara  Curvey,  Ed  McCahiD,  Ellie 
Mannarino  Lofaro,  and  Cathy  McGunigle 
Clemens,  among  others,  at  our  40th 
reunion  last  May.  Brenda  writes:  “We  aU 
looked  too  well  for  that  number  to  be  real, 
but  I  know  it  is  as  I  am  caring  for  elderly 
parents  and  seeing  my  sons  grow  into 
30-somethings!  Oliver  has  just  been 
appointed  a  consultant  in  stroke  medicine 
at  the  London  Royal  College  of  Medicine 
Hospital.  His  younger  brother,  Julian,  in 
the  meantime,  will  be  touring  the  West 
Coast  in  fall  2020  with  his  new  show. 

War  of  the  Worlds]”  •  Amelia  (Vitacco)  ’80 
and  Bill  Duggan  celebrated  the  graduations 
of  their  daughters,  Haley  and  MoUy,  from 
BC  on  May  20.  Haley  is  going  on  to  the 
Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Education,  and 
Molly  plans  to  work  in  the  New  York  City 
area.  BiU  and  Amelia  have  triplets — Katie 
is  the  “black  sheep,”  who  graduated  from 
Princeton  and  is  pursuing  a  master’s  degree 
at  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  the  UK. 
Correspondent:  Peter  J.  Bagley 
peter@peterhagley.com 
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40TH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

Hold  tight  because  there’s  much  class  news 
to  share,  starting  with  the  countdown  to  our 
4-0  reunion!  Mark  your  calendars  for  May 


29- 31  at  the  Heights.  •  Congratulations  to 
Bill  Kickham,  of  Westwood,  on  being  sworn 
into  and  admitted  to  practice  before  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  •  Chris 
Simmons,  Kevin  “KG”  Grimm,  and  Steve 
Shay  supported  Steve’s  wife,  Kathy 
(McGahan)  ’81,  and  her  breast  cancer- 
survivor  fitness,  by  joining  her  in  the 
Duxbury  Beach  Triathlon.  •  Mattie  and 
Jane  (Dolan)  Kane,  with  family  and  friends, 
participated  in  Baltimore’s  Moving  Day, 

an  annual  walk  to  raise  funds  for  the 
Parkinson’s  Foundation,  with  Katie  and 
Tom  Lamb  lending  support.  •  Patricia 
Dillon  is  teaching  in  the  art  history 
department  at  the  College  of  Charleston  and 
running  an  art  consulting  firm.  Previously, 
she  was  at  NYU.  •  Multiple  extraordinary 
tailgates  produced  a  huge  class  contingent 
at  the  Florida  State  football  game.  Among 
hosts  and  attendees:  Steve  and  Midge 
(Marrinan)  GaUigan  and  Donal  JD’83  and 
Jean  (Roney)  Orr  as  well  as  Jane  Hauber 
Fay,  Kevin  McCahill,  John  “Sully”  Sullivan, 
Andy  Skaff,  Mary  Menna  Darveau,  Joanne 
Tierney  Marr,  Brian  and  Lynn  (Cimningham) 
O’Connor,  Donnie  Greer,  Peter  and 
Maryanne  (Gallagher)  Benedetto,  Mark 
Young,  Steve  Shay,  KG  Grimm,  and  Tom 
and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Merck.  •  Diane  Ryan 
Tormey  and  her  husband  are  reported  to  be 
enjoying  life,  recently  traveling  extensively 
throughout  Germany.  •  After  an  illustrious 

30- year  career  with  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield 
in  labor  relations,  Steve  Shay  is  retiring.  • 
Kudos  to  Harold  Cordner,  of  Vero  Beach. 
After  27  years  of  practicing  interventional 
pain  management,  he  was  awarded  a 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award  by  the 
American  Society  of  Pain  &  Neuroscience 
and  subsequently  elected  as  president-elect 
of  the  American  Society  of  Interventional 
Pain  Physicians  Board  of  Directors.  “Sadly, 

I  was  reunited  with  former  roommates 

Jay  Cleary;  Matt  Fitzsimons  MEd’04,  MS’o6; 
Roy  Carvatta;  and  Mike  Considine  at  the 
funeral  of  our  roommate,  Neal  Zuck,  in 
New  Jersey,”  Harold  writes.  An  outpouring 
of  notes  were  posted  by  classmates  as  Neal 
was  well  known  on  campus.  He  passed 
away  on  November  i.  Our  class  sends  our 
sympathy  and  prayers  to  the  Zucks.  •  A 
challenge  to  our  class  from  Georgina  Laidlaw 
Berger,  who  recently  moved  to  Fairfield,  CT, 
and  is  starting  an  environmental  protection 
company  inspired  by  Greta  Thunberg  and 
the  pope:  “Let’s  build  this  together.  As  Pope 
Francis  said,  ‘We  do  not  have  an  option 
here.  God  created  it,  and  we  polluted  it.’ 

I  invite  any  and  all  to  join  me,”  Georgina 
says.  •  “I  was  blessed.  A  woman  donated 
her  kidney  to  a  stranger  (me),  advancing  me 
on  the  donor  list,”  says  Marianne  Anzuoni 
Supino  during  her  recovery  from  a  kidney 
transplant  at  MGH.  Prayers  to  Marianne.  • 
Suzanne  Horrigan  Johnson,  Lisa  Fichtner 
Pratt,  and  Lisa  DeNatale  got  together, 
practicing  for  the  big  reunion  this  May.  • 
Ellen  Austin-Li,  of  Cincinnati,  is  excited  to 
be  returning  to  Chestnut  Hill  for  her  MFA 
at  Pine  Manor  College.  Her  first  poetry 
collection  was  just  published.  She’s 
attending  our  reunion  with  BC  roommate 
Pat  Perrello  Werst.  •  Reunion  committee 
meetings  and  planning  are  under  way,  so 
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book  your  flights,  line  up  your  dog  sitters, 
do  what  you  have  to  do!  Just  don’t  miss 
out  on  our  40th  extravaganza. 

Correspondent:  Michele  Nadeem-Baker 
michele.nadeem@gmail.com 
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Rosie  Landers  Dominguez  lives  in  San 
Francisco,  where  she  has  been  a  teacher 
for  the  past  21  years.  After  her  school 
unexpectedly  closed  in  May  2019,  she 
moved  to  a  new  Catholic  school,  teaching 
fifth-grade  homeroom  and  fourth-grade 
math.  She  experienced  the  joy  of  becoming 
a  grandmother  when  her  son,  Patrick,  and 
daughter-in-law,  Catherine,  had  a  beautiful 
baby  girl,  Zelda  Marie,  in  May  2018.  They 
live  in  San  Francisco,  as  does  Rosie’s 
daughter  and  her  husband.  In  honor  of  their 
60th  birthdays,  Rosie  and  her  longtime 
boyfriend  celebrated  by  hiking  the  Camino 
de  Santiago  de  Compostela,  beginning  in 
St.-Jean-Pied-de-Port  in  France  and  crossing 
the  Pyrenees  into  northern  Spain.  • 

Fourteen  classmates  descended  on  Eagle 
Point  Golf  Club  in  Wilmington,  NC,  in 
November  for  another  BC  Animal  Cup.  The 
golf  competition  affords  a  great  opportunity 
to  rekindle  old  memories  and  make  new 
ones.  The  Cup  was  last  contested  in  Scotland 
in  May,  and  the  winner,  Brett  Kellam,  was 
hoping  to  take  it  home  again!  •  Mark  Erba 
lives  in  Elorence,  MA,  with  his  partner, 
Lynn.  His  27-year-old  son  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Oregon  and  lives  in 
Atlanta.  Mark  is  VP  of  global  accounts 
with  Interface  and  is  enrolled  in  a  master’s 
degree  program  in  mindfulness  studies 
at  Lesley  University  in  Cambridge.  •  Lisa 
(Gabriel)  ’80  and  ’Tim  O’Donnell  live  in 
Morristown,  NJ,  and  became  first-time 
grandparents  this  year.  Sons  Sean,  who 
also  lives  in  Morristown,  and  Brendan, 
who  lives  in  Newport,  RI,  were  both 
married  in  2018.  Tim  runs  an  international 
division  for  Ghubb  Insurance.  Although  on 
the  road  often,  Tim  always  finds  time  for 
BG  Animal  Gup  events!  •  Many  will  recall 
the  so-called  “Red  House”  at  Gomm.  Ave. 
and  Newton  Street  as  an  epic  late-night 
musical  bandstand.  In  that  same  spirit,  the 
music  remained  alive  at  Wrigley  field  and 
Madison  Square  Garden  this  past  year  as 
Greg  Glower,  Michael  Connolly,  Mark  Erba, 
John  Graham,  Jim  Gorga,  Joe  Harkins, 

Peter  Hoyt,  John  Lucke,  Phil  Murray,  Gary 
Raymond,  and  Jim  Reilly  gathered  for  Dead 
&  Company  concerts.  Way  to  rally,  ’81  gents! 
•  Please  join  with  175  fellow  Convocation  of 
’81  Eagles  who  together  have  donated  an 
average  of  over  $100,000  for  the  last  three 
years  to  the  Eagles-in-Crisis  fund,  aiding 
current  Eagles  with  unanticipated  personal 
and  family  crises,  at  risk  of  derailing  their 
Heights  journeys.  With  a  goal  of  raising 
$500,000  by  our  approaching  40th 
reunion,  this  support  for  the  Office  of 
University  Mission  and  Ministry’s  student 
outreach  speaks  volumes  for  the  character 
of  our  class! 

Correspondent:  Alison  Mitchell  McKee 
amckee8i@aol.com 
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On  Veterans  Day,  it  was  nice  to  hear  from 
Barbara  Salkow.  Barbara  wrote  from  Naples, 
EL,  to  share  that  she  has  started  a  Gulf 
Coast  Elorida  Blue  Star  Mothers’  Chapter. 
Blue  Star  Mothers’  Chapters  are  nonprofit 
organizations  for  women  whose  children 
serve  or  have  served  in  the  military.  The 
group  supports  those  on  active  military 
duty,  veterans,  and  their  families  through 
programs  and  service  projects.  •  Michael 
Diker  and  wife  Liz  are  happy  to  announce 
they  are  grandparents  to  Michael  John  and 
Lidia  Elizabeth,  both  born  in  2019.  Both 
families  live  nearby.  They  still  live  in 
Danbury,  CT,  and  Michael  commutes  to 
Cambridge,  where  he  works  as  the  Bristol 
Myers  Squibb  site  director  with  fellow  BC 
classmate  Michael  Gosselin.  •  Rosemary 
Frandel  Hall  is  teaching  in  Chicago  public 
schools,  using  her  master’s  in  special 
education.  She  participated  in  the  strike  in 
October  to  ensure  that  every  school  would 
have  a  nurse  and  social  worker  every  day. 
She  also  advocated  for  inner-city  schools  in 
receiving  the  support  they  need.  She  has  a 
new  grandson,  who  will  be  approaching  his 
first  birthday  soon.  She  is  enjoying  all  the 
happiness  of  being  a  grandparent  and  is 
also  enjoying  her  own  adult  children.  • 
Denise  (Morris)  ’81  and  Michael  SuUivan 
JD’85,  are  proud  to  report  that  their  son, 
Michael,  has  joined  the  BC  Class  of  2022.  • 
Robert  Gallagher,  MA’84,  had  a  wonderful 
time  gathering  with  BC  classmates  in  New 
Hampshire.  Bob  is  grateful  to  Meg  Dever 
Connors  for  the  invitation.  Bob,  Meg,  and 
the  other  guests  enjoyed  lots  of  laughs, 
great  food,  and  a  chance  to  catch  up  with 
one  another.  •  Pamela  Zack’s  son, 
Christopher,  went  into  anaphylactic  shock 
and  cardiac  arrest  due  to  a  peanut  allergy, 
on  June  4,  2019.  Christopher’s  EpiPen 
malfunctioned  and  thus  he  went  into  a 
coma  and  is  on  a  ventilator.  Pamela  is 
humbly  asking  for  prayers  from  the  BC 
community  in  hopes  that  God  may  grant  a 
miracle  for  Christopher’s  recovery.  Pamela 
also  encourages  anyone  who  has  food 
allergies,  or  knows  someone  who  does,  to 
take  the  matter  very  seriously  and  to  always 
carry  two  EpiPens.  •  Our  deepest  sympathy 
to  the  family  of  our  classmate  Laura  Hastert 
Long,  who  passed  away  last  March. 
Correspondent:  Mary  O’Brien 
maryobrien14@comcast.net 
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Mary  Casey  lives  in  West  Boylston  and 
works  for  UMass  Memorial  Marlborough 
Hospital  as  a  lab  supervisor.  Her  four 
children  live  in  the  Boston  area,  and  she  has 
a  beautiful  grandson.  Drew,  with  another 
on  the  way!  She  spent  a  fabulous  weekend 
in  Chatham  with  her  college  roommates, 
Dorothy  Martin  MacLellan  and  Janet 
Mclntire,  and  attended  her  40tli  high  school 
reunion  with  Nancy  Letendre  Anderson  in 
November.  •  Erom  Mike  O’Neil:  “After 
taking  a  one-year  sabbatical  from  the 
workforce  in  2018, 1  am  back  in  the  food 
service  disposables  and  packaging  business 


as  VP  of  sales  for  WNA-Novolex.  I  keep  an 
office  in  Chelmsford  while  traveling  the 
U.S.  and  working  mostly  remotely.  My 
family  and  I  still  reside  in  the  Philly 
suburbs  only  a  few  miles  from  friend  and 
fellow  classmate  Doug  Guyer.”  •  Liz  Barbera 
Suchy,  Esq.,  enjoyed  visiting  the  Heights  to 
watch  her  daughter,  Chrissy  ’14,  compete  as 
a  BC  varsity  swimmer  and  club  water  polo 
player.  Now  she  watches  her  son.  Will  ’21, 
also  compete  as  a  BC  varsity  swimmer.  Liz 
and  her  husband.  Jack,  spent  two  weeks  in 
Italy  in  August  and  were  joined  by  Chrissy; 
Mike  Judd  ’13;  and  Bill  Barbera  ’92  and  his 
wife,  Natasha.  The  only  ones  missing  were 
Will  and  Nancy  Doherty.  •  Joe  Piantedosi 
writes:  “In  addition  to  my  full-time  job  as 
EVP  and  co-owner  of  Piantedosi  Baking 
Company,  I  now  host  a  radio  talk  show. 
Breaking  Bread,  on  Sunday  mornings, 
lo-ii  a.m.,  on  WBOQ  North  Shore, 

104.9  Topics  include  food,  business, 
entertainment,  sports,  and  politics.  Past 
guests  have  included  Regis  Philbin,  Tom 
Werner,  Charlie  Baker,  Ray  Bourque,  Billy 
Costa,  Paul  Wahlberg,  Ed  Asner,  Mike 
Lynch,  and  Steve  D’Ossie.”  •  Kevin  Flinn  is 
celebrating  20  years  as  a  clinical  nurse 
specialist  at  Men’s  Health  Boston  and  33 
years  of  service  at  Beth  Israel  Deaconess 
Medical  Center  as  a  clinical  nurse  for 
interventional  radiology.  He  has  been 
married  for  30  years  to  Darlene  Ronchetti, 
who  recently  retired  after  30  years  of 
teaching  high  school  French  in  Salem,  NH. 
Kevin  writes:  “We  raised  two  sons:  Alexander, 
a  2013  graduate  of  UMass  Amherst,  civil 
engineering,  works  as  an  engineer  for  the 
State  of  Vermont.  Austin,  a  2018  graduate 
of  UMass  Amherst,  Isenberg  School  of 
Management,  works  as  a  corporate 
development  analyst  for  Thermo  Fisher 
Scientific  in  Waltham.  I  enjoy  hiking, 
skiing,  mountain  biking,  and  traveling.” 
Correspondent:  Cynthia  J.  Bocko 
cindybocko@hotmail.com 
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Greetings,  classmates!  Here’s  the  news. 

•  Sherri  Barlow- Odusanya  writes  that  she  is 
a  happy  stay-at-home  mom.  Her  husband, 
David,  has  retired  from  Nike  as  VP  of  global 
brand  design.  They  will  be  moving  to  La 
Jolla,  CA,  for  an  early  retirement.  Their 
daughter  Charlotte  will  be  attending 
Emerson  College,  so  Sherri  and  David  will 
be  happy  to  visit  Boston  again!  •  Judy  Kwek 
Gamier  writes  that  she  is  sorry  to  have 
missed  our  35th  reunion  but  promises  that 
she  will  make  our  40th!  Judy  and  her 
husband,  Jean  Philippe,  have  returned  to 
Paris  after  three  years  in  the  Netherlands. 
They  are  excited  to  be  back  home.  Judy 
writes  that  despite  all  the  demonstrations 
from  the  yellow  jackets,  all  is  well  in  Prance. 
Their  eldest  sons,  Nicolas  (28)  and  Julien 
(25),  are  currently  working  at  Airbus  and 
Sopra  Steria  consulting,  respectively.  Their 
youngest  son,  Quentin,  is  starting  his 
master’s  program  in  marketing.  In  2019, 
Judy  traveled  to  the  Philippines  to  visit  her 
mother  and  also  to  Rome,  London,  and 
Corsica.  All  three  of  her  sons  have  also  been 


busy  traveling,  having  visited  Singapore, 
Japan,  Vietnam,  Thailand,  the  Philippines, 
Iceland,  and  Colombia  as  well  as  California. 
Now  that  they  are  home,  Judy  and  her 
husband  are  back  to  entertaining.  She 
writes  that  if  any  BC  friends  are  visiting 
France,  please  contact  her — she  would 
love  to  see  classmates.  Judy’s  email  is 
jkgarnier@yahoo.fr.  •  Denise  Thomas 
Deschamps’s  career  path  has  focused  on 
public  policy,  and  for  the  past  few  years  she 
has  worked  for  the  City  of  Beverly  as  an 
economic  development  planner.  Denise’s 
son,  Dillon,  is  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  five- 
year  program  at  Northeastern  University. 
Her  stepson.  Matt,  works  in  the  field  of 
finance.  Denise’s  husband,  Richard,  has 
recently  retired.  Denise  writes  that  she  has 
always,  and  will  always,  think  of  her  BC 
days  with  great  fondness.  She  hopes  that 
our  classmates  will  continue  to  write  in 
with  news.  •  Scott  Schroeder  is  celebrating 
25  years  living  in  Costa  Rica  and  working 
in  technology  across  Latin  America.  • 

With  sadness,  I  report  the  passing  of  our 
classmate  Michael  DeMalia  on  July  30, 
2018,  in  Shrewsbury.  •  Please  continue  to 
send  me  your  news  for  our  class. 
Correspondent:  Carol  A.  McConnell 
bcig84notes@  optimum,  net 
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35TH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

It’s  our  35th  reunion  in  the  spring. 

Amazing!  •  Duke  Maloney  is  a  partner  at 
Kreindler  &  Kreindler,  and  his  daughter, 
Nicole  ’23,  is  a  freshman  at  BC.  Duke 
briefed  and  argued  a  case  before  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  and  has  helped  many 
people  in  his  career.  He  won  a  five-year  pro 
bono  fight  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  to  gain  well-deserved  recognition, 
under  the  Federal  Public  Safety  Officers’ 
Benefits  Act,  for  Glenn  Winuk,  a  volunteer 
firefighter  and  EMT  who  died  on  September 
II,  2001.  As  a  result  of  winning  the  case, 
the  American  Association  for  Justice  named 
Duke  the  “Pro  Bono  Lawyer  of  the  Year.” 
Duke  has  served  as  a  volunteer  firefighter 
for  10  years  in  his  town.  For  those  of  us 
who  knew  Duke  in  college,  it  is  no  surprise 
that  he  has  contributed  significantly  to  his 
community  in  his  career  and  personal  time. 
•  Deirdre  Pierson  writes:  “In  addition  to  my 
work  as  a  banking  attorney  in  New  York,  I 
enjoy  my  work  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
Greenwich  Arts  Gouncil,  a  not-for-profit 
that  promotes  the  arts  in  Fairfield  County, 
CT.”  .  Christine  Smith,  JD’88,  works  as 
legal  counsel  for  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Agricultural  Resources. 

She  lives  in  Canton  with  Tim,  her  husband 
of  27  years,  and  their  three  children:  Aiden 
(24),  Siobhan  (22),  and  Caroline  (20).  •  Tom 
Zambito  is  teaching  a  course  in  media  law 
at  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  College  in  Sparkill, 
NY,  while  working  with  the  USA  Today 
network  as  an  investigative  reporter  in 
White  Plains.  •  Marc  McNamara  is  founder 
and  CEO  of  The  Enablement  Group,  a 
digital  transformation  agency  in  Laconia, 


NH.  •  Cheryl  Esposito  Mele  lives  in  New 
Canaan,  CT,  and  recently  took  up  boxing.  • 
Maria  Leonard  Olsen,  Rick  Cresta,  and 
Maura  Kelley  had  a  minireunion  in  Boston 
in  October.  Mary  has  been  out  on  tour  with 
her  book  50  After  50;  Reframing  the  Next 
Chapter  of  Your  Life,  which  I  highly 
recommend.  •  Peter  Neronha,  JD’89,  was 
elected  attorney  general  of  Rhode  Island  in 
2018.  He  and  his  wife.  Shelly  Johnson,  live 
in  his  hometown  of  Jamestown  and  have 
two  sons,  one  at  Brown  and  one  a  2018 
Brown  graduate.  •  I  (Barbara  Ward  Wilson) 
recently  moved  from  Sonoma,  CA,  to  Boca 
Raton,  PL,  for  a  new  job,  and  I  hope  to  see 
East  Coast  friends  and  family  more  often. 
We  already  had  Carolyn  McCahill  McKigney 
and  her  husband  visit  for  a  weekend.  • 

Hope  to  see  everyone  at  the  reunion! 
Correspondent:  Barbara  Ward  Wilson 
bww4ij@gmail.com 

1986 

Hi,  ’86  Eagles,  our  mailbag  was  stuffed 
with  updates  from  classmates — awesome 
jackpot!  Here  are  the  updates,  and  thanks 
again  for  writing  in  and  sharing  your  life 
with  us.  •  Tanji  Reed  Marshall  wrote  with 
exciting  news  that  her  daughter,  BC  Eagle 
’17,  gave  birth  to  Tanji’s  first  grandson — 
hopefully  a  future  Eagle.  Congrats  and 
cheers,  grandmother.  •  Jennifer  Hobler 
Taylor  flew  from  Newcastle,  England,  to 
New  Hampshire  to  reunite  with  Jackie  Kerr- 
Doyle,  Yvonne  Mottershead  Grove,  and  Ann 
Skoczenski.  This  Hillsides  A45  reunion  has 
been  going  on  for  15  years;  they  talk  and 
laugh  with  such  volume  that,  they  say,  they 
wouldn’t  be  surprised  if  they  were  heard  at 
the  Heights!  They  catch  up  on  their  children, 
work,  health,  politics,  and  favorite  books  of 
the  year,  but  invariably  get  to  reminiscing 
about  their  time  at  BG  and  how  they  could 
never  have  had  these  beautiful  friendships 
were  it  not  for  the  good  fortune  to  attend 
Boston  Gollege.  •  Donna  Collins  Williams, 
MEd’93,  wrote  that  she  started  her  MPH 
(master  of  public  health)  degree  when  she 
was  23,  living  in  Boston  and  working  at 
BWH,  and  finally  received  her  MSN  (master 
of  science  in  nursing)  and  MPH  after 
returning  to  graduate  school  at  age  50.  She 
completed  the  dual  degree  program  at  age 
53.  Donna  enjoyed  studying  with  her  high 
school  daughter  and  participating  in  the 
college  application  process  together.  Her 
daughter  is  now  a  freshman  at  the 
University  of  Utah,  and  Donna  has  been 
accepted  to  Stanford’s  certificate  program 
for  genetics  and  genomics.  Congrats,  and 
I  hope  you  all  enjoyed  an  epic  graduation 
party!  Donna  was  planning  to  see  her  BC 
gal  pals  in  Eebruary  for  a  reunion  in  Las 
Vegas.  •  Eileen  Gibbons  Thompson  is 
thrilled  to  report  that  BG  Babes  Glass  of 
1986 — Kathy  Leonard  Mitchell,  Kara 
Lamparelli,  Sheila  Mulligan  Godfrey,  Eileen 
“MufF  Gibbons  Thompson,  Lisa  Leone 
Pizzoferrati,  Linda  Santiago-Defilippis,  Sue 
Carr  Diffley,  and  Antonella  Pena- Vargas — 
are  still  enjoying  our  irreplaceable 
friendship  through  annual  trips  to 
Kennebunkport,  occasional  dinners. 


frequent  group  texts,  and  genuine  interest 
in  each  other’s  lives — the  good  and  the 
bad!  May  our  bond  formed  at  the  Heights 
continue  to  grow  stronger  as  we  age 
gracefully.  •  Colleen  Egleston  Bonde  is 
proud  to  report  that  her  daughter,  Caroline 
’22,  is  a  sophomore  in  the  Carroll  School 
of  Management.  •  Heidi  Oberdiek  Foggo 
has  changed  real  estate  brokers,  joining 
Compass  Real  Estate.  She  bought  a  new 
home  with  her  fiance,  Larry  Bruck,  in 
Media,  PA.  Congrats,  and  enjoy  a  lifetime 
of  happiness  both  personal  and  professional. 
•  Kevin  Bruen,  JD’89,  appointed  first 
deputy  superintendent  of  the  New  York 
State  Police  in  June  2019.  •  Karen  Lynch 
Moroney  was  elected  to  serve  as  a  district 
court  judge  in  Nassau  County,  NY.  Her 
term  commences  in  January  2020.  Karen 
has  been  practicing  law  for  27  years,  was 
a  prosecutor  for  7  years,  and  served  as  the 
principal  law  clerk  to  four  Supreme  Court 
justices.  She  says  she  is  honored  to  ascend 
to  the  bench  and  eager  to  take  on  this  role. 
She  currently  lives  in  Nassau  County  with 
her  husband  and  two  teenaged  daughters.  • 
Shout-out  to  Donna  Alcott  Riordan  and 
Karen  Meyers  Nelligan,  who  recently 
connected  on  a  visit  to  Boston.  They  were 
tremendously  disappointed  to  see  that  Mod 
lA  is  gone,  but  the  memories  shared  with 
their  forever  roommates  will  last  a  lifetime. 
Mod  lA  housed  the  following  superstars: 
Maureen  Connaughton  Apap,  MaryLou 
Burke  Afonso,  Kathy  Parks  Hoffman, 

Karen  “Kitty”  Broughton  Boyarsky 
(legendary  BC’86  columnist),  Karen  Meyers 
Nelligan,  and  Donna  Alcott  Riordan.  • 
Thanks  again  to  everyone  who  wrote  in; 

I  loved  hearing  aU  the  stories  with  the  same 
common  thread:  BC  friends  are  the  best, 
and  the  friendships  last  forever.  I  hope 
aU  of  the  ’86  offspring,  whether  they  are 
next-generation  Eagles  or  attending  other 
awesome  colleges,  develop  lifetime 
friendships  and  uphold  the  BC  motto  like 
us — Ever  to  Excel.  •  Hope  everyone  enjoyed 
the  holiday  season,  has  an  epic  new  year, 
and  keeps  “living  the  dream.” 

Correspondent:  Leenie  Kelley 
leeniekelley@  hotmail.com 

1987 

Tom  Buckley  moved  to  the  firm  of  Goldberg 
Segalla  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  He’s  a  partner 
in  the  Raleigh  office,  handling  construction 
litigation,  OSH  A  and  safety  matters,  as  well 
as  employment  and  business  litigation  and 
general  liability.  He  says  that  it’s  been  a 
great  move  to  one  of  the  country’s  most 
dynamic  and  fastest-growing  law  firms.  • 
Kelly  Mooney  Tague’s  daughter  Katherine 
graduated  from  BG  in  May  2019.  Also,  her 
son  Vincent  III  graduated  in  2014,  and 
daughter  Mary  Jane  is  a  member  of  the 
Glass  of  2022. 

Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@bc.edu 
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1988 

Those  of  you  who  know  me  (Rob  Murray) 
know  that  I’m  spending  much  of  my 
newfound  work-from-anywhere  schedule  in 
Rome.  In  September,  it  was  great  to  host 
Marti  and  Paul  Tardif  on  their  first  trip  to 
the  Eternal  City.  It  was  our  first  time  being 
roomies  in  an  eternity  (since  1988),  but 
there’s  talk  about  it  not  being  another  30 
years.  They  were  the  first  to  see  my  new 
project,  the  restoration  of  a  i,ooo-year-old 
medieval  tower  built  into  a  Roman  temple. 
Italian  speakers  can  check  out  the  Torre  dei 
Grassi  on  Wikipedia.  •  Phil  Santalla  and 
his  wife,  Kelley  (Burns)  ’89,  are  enjoying 
having  their  youngest  daughter,  Mary  ’22, 
at  BC.  Mary  loves  Boston  and  is  already 
considering  staying  there  after  graduation. 
After  putting  three  kids  through  college, 
Phil  and  KeUey  look  forward  to  a  few  selfish 
years  of  travel  and  fun,  which  will  certainly 
include  some  of  our  fellow  alumni.  Phil 
reconnected  with  many  from  the  Class  of 

1988  recently  via  Facebook  and  saw  similar 
situations.  He  writes:  “Here’s  to  all  of  us 
starting  a  new  phase  of  life  over  the  next 
few  years!”  •  Donna  Graham- Stewartson 
was  hired  in  April  2019  as  the  director  of 
operations  at  the  Gwen  Ifill  College  of 
Media,  Arts,  and  Humanities  at  Simmons 
University.  She  manages  finance/operations 
and  academic  procedures.  •  Carol  Reardon 
Hawk’s  son,  Jud  ’20,  will  be  graduating 
from  BC  in  May,  and  she  could  not  be 
prouder!  He  is  a  third-generation  Eagle, 
following  his  mother  and  grandfather, 

John  Reardon  ’51,  to  the  Heights.  •  Dave 
and  Laura  (Beltramini)  Reilly  wanted  to 
recognize  the  60th  wedding  anniversary  of 
Dave’s  parents,  Jenni  and  Allen  Reilly  ’57. 
They  celebrated  locally  with  lots  of  family 
and  friends  on  November  9,  2019.  Included 
in  attendance  from  BC  were  Dave’s  brother, 
Peter  Reilly  ’86,  and  Dave  and  Laura’s 
daughters,  Caitlin  ’16  and  Jillian  ’20.  •  In 
2018,  Martha  Klein  won  a  green  award  for 
her  work  to  protect  the  environment.  She 

is  a  lead  volunteer  of  the  campaign  to  stop 
fossil  fuel  expansion  in  Connecticut  and 
convert  to  a  renewable  energy  system.  In 
addition,  Martha  serves  on  her  town’s 
conservation  commission,  works  as  a  ski 
instructor  in  the  winter,  and  still  finds  time 
for  nursing  work  on  a  part-time  basis. 
Correspondent:  Rob  Murray 
murrman@  aol.com 

1989 

Great  updates  this  quarter.  Please  keep 
them  coming  via  email  or  online 
submission  (p.s.:  400-word  limit  on  fuU 
column).  •  After  22  years  at  the  Freeman 
Company,  including  8  as  president  and  ii 
as  CEO,  Joe  Popolo  sold  one  company  to 
Blackstone,  allowing  him  to  step  back  from 
operating  the  business,  while  remaining 
both  a  shareholder  and  a  board  member.  Joe 
now  has  lots  more  time  for  family,  golf,  and 
investing,  and  is  splitting  his  time  between 
Dallas  and  the  Cape.  Joe  and  his  wife, 

Chris,  have  two  kids  at  BC — Kit,  a  senior, 
and  Buck,  a  freshman — and  a  high  school 


junior.  •  Aimee  Lewis  Jones  and  Elaine 
Virant  enjoyed  a  reunion  this  faU  in 
Chicago,  where  Aimee’s  hospital  (in 
Richmond,  VA)  received  an  award  from 
AMSN.  They  enjoyed  lots  of  reminiscing 
and  catching  up  about  life  as  parents 
with  kids  at  college  and  beyond.  Elaine’s 
husband,  Paul  Farrell,  and  youngest 
daughter,  Clara  (10),  who  all  live  in 
Wilmette,  also  joined  them.  •  Lisa  Foreman 
Dooley  launched  her  debut  book.  More 
Space.  More  Time.  More  Joy!  Organizing 
Your  Best  Life  (Amazon,  Barnes  &  Noble). 

It  includes  “how-to”  tips  and  guides  that 
support  the  creation  of  an  intentional, 
purposeful,  and  authentic  life.  •  Susan 
Brodbeck  Agnew  lives  in  Chatham,  NJ; 
works  for  Prudential  in  Newark;  and  has 
three  sons:  a  senior  at  Vanderbilt  University, 
a  sophomore  at  Clemson  University,  and  a 
sophomore  in  high  school  at  Seton  Hall 
Prep.  •  Jennifer  Beck  joined  AUiant 
Insurance  Services  as  a  VP  in  their  New 
Jersey  office.  •  Tim  Cooney’s  company.  Cape 
Cod  Cellars,  continues  to  thrive.  •  Ending 
with  a  sad  note:  Ron  Santos  writes  that  his 
BC  roommate,  Michael  Boucher,  passed 
away  on  October  5  after  a  six-year  battle 
with  cancer.  While  Michael  was  always 
upheat,  never  losing  heart  or  faith,  he  told 
Ron  that  one  of  his  greatest  regrets  was 
missing  our  last  two  reunions  due  to  his 
illness.  He  spent  his  final  month  at 
Brigham  and  Women’s  Hospital,  where 
BC  roommates  Gerry  Collins,  Martin 
Schneider,  Fareed  Kandalaft,  and  classmates 
Joyce  Lynch  Kimball,  Stefenie  Gand  Kandalaft, 
and  Lisa  Weis  Schneper  aU  were  able  to 
spend  some  final  time  with  him. 
Correspondent:  Andrea  McGrath 
andrea.e.mcgrath@gmail.com 
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30TH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

Tony  Fernandes  was  recently  selected  to  be 
director  for  multilateral  trade  at  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State  in  Washington  DC. 
His  office  is  responsible  for  advancing 
U.S.  interests  in  trade  policy.  He  was  also 
promoted  to  the  senior  Foreign  Service  in 
recognition  of  especially  distinguished 
diplomatic  service  over  a  sustained  period. 
He  resides  in  Vienna,  VA,  with  his  two 
kids,  wife,  and  mother.  •  Karen  McCarthy 
Balema,  RN,  is  the  owner  and  clinical 
director  of  Nurse  Advocate  Partners.  She 
recently  passed  the  Board  Certification  for 
Patient  Advocates  (BCPA).  Congratulations, 
Karen!  •  Jessica  and  Ken  Forton,  JD’oi, 
and  their  3-year-old  daughter,  Betsy,  met 
up  with  Betsy’s  godparents,  Tracy  and 
Brian  Hammer,  in  Lyon,  France.  Brian, 
an  associate  professor  at  Georgia  Tech,  was 
teaching  a  three-week  course  there.  They 
enjoyed  the  mile  of  cheese  and  the  most 
perfect  strawberries  and  carrots  ever!  •  We 
hope  to  hear  from  you  and,  of  course,  see 
you  at  our  30th  class  reunion  in  May! 
Correspondent:  Missy  Campbell  Reid 
missybcpo@  comcast.net 
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It  is  with  great  sadness  that  I  write  of  the 
passing  of  Susan  Rebello  Black  on 
September  3,  2019.  Our  deepest  condolences 
go  to  her  husband,  John  Bla^,  and  their 
children,  Nelle  and  Isabella.  John  did  join 
his  fellow  Kostka  crew — Marc  Lovings,  Greg 
Sarian,  Mike  Eats,  Thom  Bhisitkul  JD’94, 
John  Colbert,  William  Teasley,  Ed  Corvese, 
Pete  Nortl^raves,  Jeff  Kittleson,  and  Neal 
Amaral — in  New  Orleans  for  the  Big  50. 
Wine  and  gut  laughs  abounded.  The  good 
news  is  no  one  threw  out  their  hip  on  a 
mechanical  bull  or  was  arrested  for  indecent 
exposure.  They  got  plenty  of  Mardi  Gras 
beads,  but  only  if  they  kept  their  shirts  on.  • 
Maja-Lisa  Keane  Pressley  and  her  husband, 
Dave,  have  created  a  nonprofit  agency  called 
From  Your  Neighbor  in  Raleigh,  NC.  Their 
charity  accepts  gently  used  medical 
equipment  and  donates  it  to  uninsured  or 
underinsured  people  in  their  community. 
Follow  them  on  Instagram  or  reach  out  at 
fryourneighbor@gmail.com.  •  After 
graduating  from  law  school  at  Fordham 
University  in  1998,  Lestina  Cobb  Trainor 
moved  to  Greenwich,  CT,  where  she 
practiced  residential  real  estate  law.  Shortly 
thereafter  she  took  a  17-year  break  from 
law  and  concentrated  on  raising  three  kids 
and  lots  of  animals.  She  is  now  living  in 
Palo  Alto,  TX;  she  works  as  a  luxury 
travel  advisor  and  curates  custom  luxury 
excursions.  Her  dream  job!  You  can  find 
her  at  virtuoso.com.  •  Lorna  Colon-Rivera, 
JD’91,  continues  to  be  a  prosecutor  in  Puerto 
Rico  as  she  has  been  for  the  past  19  years. 
The  hit  to  Puerto  Rico  from  Hurricanes 
Irma  and  Maria  caused  a  virtual  collapse  of 
the  government  and  private  sectors,  yet  they 
have  gotten  together  and  slowly  but  surely 
made  the  island  fit  for  travel  again.  •  Joanna 
Kaselis  Tzouvelis  turned  50,  and  her  siblings 
and  husband,  James  ’88,  planned  an 
incredible  surprise  party  for  her.  She  has 
been  married  for  24  years.  Joanna  is  a 
multimedia  journalist  and  has  been 
covering  Belmont,  MA,  for  nearly  nine 
years.  She  is  an  associate  producer  for  the 
hyperlocal  cable  news  program  Belmont 
Journal  and  hosts  her  own  monthly  podcast 
and  talk  show,  Belmont  Buzz.  She  recently 
launched  her  own  consulting  business, 
Middlesex  Media,  specializing  in  social 
media  marketing  for  small  businesses.  • 
Colleen  Hasey  Schuhmann  lives  in  sunny 
South  Florida  and  is  in  her  15th  year  as 
a  financial  advisor  with  UBS  Wealth 
Management.  She  recently  earned  another 
certification  as  a  chartered  special  needs 
consultant  to  better  serve  her  clients.  •  This 
quarter’s  response  was  outstanding!  If  you 
don’t  see  your  news,  it’s  because  I  ran  out  of 
word-count  space.  Look  for  it  in  the  next  issue! 
Correspondent:  Peggy  Morin  Bruno 
pegmb@comcast.net 
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Hi,  everyone!  Please  send  along  any 
professional  or  personal  news — or  notes 
if  you  have  met  up  with  other  classmates. 
We  would  love  to  hear  from  you. 


•  Ann  Pero  Hailer  was  promoted  to  chief 
operating  officer  of  CoxReps,  a  Cox  Media 
Group  (CMC)  business  in  Atlanta.  A  media- 
industry  veteran,  Ann  has  spent  most  of 
her  career  with  CMC,  most  recently  in 
the  role  of  senior  VP  and  director  of  sales. 
She  joined  CoxReps  in  1997  as  an  account 
executive.  •  In  the  spring,  Christopher 
Lynch  received  the  Excellence  in  Education 
award  from  the  Archdiocese  of  Boston.  The 
award  honors  elementary  and  high  school 
teachers’  commitment  to  developing  saints 
and  scholars  in  Catholic  schools  in  the 
Archdiocese  of  Boston.  Christopher  was 
one  of  10  teachers  to  receive  the  award. 

He  just  completed  his  25th  year  of  teaching 
German  at  St.  John’s  Preparatory  School 
in  Danvers.  •  David  Hanafin  wrote:  “This 
is  the  first  time  I  have  written  since  we 
graduated.  I  met  my  wife,  Lori,  in  2001 
at  a  BC  football  game,  and  we  now  have 
nine  children,  ranging  in  age  from  i  to 

16. 1  have  been  the  director  of  wealth 
management  at  Northern  Bank  &  Trust 
for  the  past  15  years.  Life  is  busy,  but  great. 
We  often  take  the  kids  to  campus;  it’s 
always  a  great  time!”  David  and  his  family 
live  in  Burlington.  •  Doug  and  Lexy  Edelen 
Boudreau  live  in  Kampala,  Uganda.  Doug 
is  a  foreign  Service  officer,  and  Lexy  is  the 
PEPEAR  small  grants  coordinator  at  the 
U.S.  embassy.  They  recently  met  up  with 
classmates  Tony  Ricupero,  Patti  Cronin 
Durkan,  Bridget  Curran  Lander, 

Pasqualeen  Supler  Kessinger,  Marianne 
Crescenzi  Balfour,  Amy  Cahill  Lee,  and 
Jill  Primo  Kearney. 

Correspondent:  Katie  Boulos  Gildea 
khgildea@yahoo.com 
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By  the  time  you  are  reading  this,  it  will  be 
after  the  holidays  and  into  a  new  year — 

2020. 1  will  be  over  halfway  through  my 
first  year  teaching,  a  very  old  new  teacher. 

I  have  such  an  appreciation  for  aU  our 
classmates  in  the  School  of  Education,  some 
of  whom  are  stiU  teaching  25  years  later. 

I’ll  be  lucky  if  I  last  10  years.  Tackling  88 
fifth  graders  as  a  48-year-old  rookie  ain’t  no 
joke!  •  Congrats  to  all  our  BC  ’93  classmates 
who  were  part  of  The  Heights’  loo-year 
celebration  of  the  BC  newspaper!  I  love  that 
so  many  of  you  were  back  to  celebrate!  • 

Matt  Fitzpatrick  wrote  that  he  continues  to 
love  his  career  change.  After  25  years  in 
investment  management,  he’s  written  his 
second  book.  Matriarch  Game,  another 
gritty  Boston  crime  story,  which  will  be 
released  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day  2020.  His 
oldest  daughter  broke  his  heart  and  chose 
ViUanova  over  BC,  so  he’s  suffering 
through  supporting  the  Wildcats.  •  Dilip 
Paliath  has  been  appointed  a  magistrate 
judge  for  Baltimore  County,  a  full-time 
state  job  that  required  him  to  close  his  law 
practice.  He  hears  juvenile  and  family  law 
cases,  along  with  civil  motions.  •  Eileen 
Kaczor  is  officially  an  RN,  having  completed 
her  studies  at  Goodwin  Gollege  nursing 
school  summa  cum  laude  and  receiving  the 
Elorence  Nightingale  Award  for  Excellence 
in  Nursing.  •  Keep  up  with  BG  ’93 


happenings  more  often  via  our  Eacebook 
group  of  more  than  775  of  us:  facebook. 
com/groups/BostonCollege93/.  •  Gheers  to 
the  BG  ’93  couples  in  now  long  marriages 
and  with  amazing  families:  Christy  and 
Ross,  Anne  and  Andy,  Pam  and  Fred,  Kate 
and  Mike,  Joe  and  Dawn,  Jeff  and  Suzanne, 
Lesley  and  Jim,  Marco  and  Maria,  Matt  and 
Tracy,  Hans  and  MicheDe,  Daphne  and 
Mitch,  Kelly  and  Sean,  Erin  and  Mehul, 

Mike  and  Sue,  Mark  and  Joan,  Mike  and  Joy, 
Trisha  and  Mike,  Paul  and  Kathleen,  Jeff 
“Bones”  and  Eileen,  Andy  and  Ally,  Howie 
and  Kristi,  Erin  and  Brian,  Kristen  and 
Ron,  Yianni  and  Paula,  Erik  and  Marie, 
and  John  and  Dina. 

Correspondent:  Laura  Beck 
lauraheckcahoon@gmail.com 
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Hello,  everyone.  Do  not  be  shy  about 
sending  me  word  of  your  adventures,  life 
milestones,  or  anything  else.  •  Washington 
DC-based  Ava  Benach  received  the  2019 
Community  Advocate  Award  from  SMYAL 
(Supporting  and  Mentoring  Youth  Advocates 
and  Leaders)  and  was  introduced  at  the  event 
by  her  son,  Alex.  Ava  is  doing  incredibly 
important  work  in  the  immigration  field 
of  legal  practice.  Thank  you,  Ava!  •  Joy 
Russell-Moy  graduated  with  her  doctorate 
of  acupuncture  from  Pacific  College  of 
Oriental  Medicine  while  renovating  and 
moving  into  her  own  office  to  continue 
her  practice,  Joy  of  Acupuncture 
(joyofacupuncture.com).  •  Sharon  Cavanagh 
Dane  enjoyed  a  busy  summer  in  partnership 
with  her  father,  John  Cavanagh  ’69,  as  they 
purchased  Songbird  Pond,  a  modern  44-bed 
assisted  living  facility  in  Plymouth,  WI. 
Sharon  writes:  “Housing  and  caring  for 
the  elderly  is  an  expanding,  fulfilling, 
and  rewarding  business  for  the  future, 
and  we  could  not  be  more  excited.”  •  Jeffrey 
Zweiback,  MA’96,  earned  his  doctorate  in 
educational  leadership  and  management 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  this 
past  May  •  Thanks  for  the  notes — please 
send  more! 

Correspondent:  Nancy  E.  Drane 
nancydrane@aol.com 
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Brigid  Linnan  and  her  family  have  finally 
settled  down  in  New  Hampshire  after 
moving  quite  a  bit  while  her  husband  was 
in  the  Navy.  Their  boys,  Trent  (7)  and  Sean 
(4),  are  loving  it  there,  and  the  family  is  very 
happy  to  be  back  on  the  East  Coast,  closer  to 
family  and  old  friends.  •  Lisa  Nickerson’s 
award-winning  PR  and  marketing  agency, 
with  headquarters  in  Boston,  has  expanded 
to  Miami.  The  Miami  office  is  led  by 
Domingo  Echague,  director  of  creative 
services.  This  opening  is  part  of  a  multi-city 
expansion  that  includes  offices  across  the 
U.S.  and  Europe.  •  Zach  Shankle  has  been 
living  in  the  Eort  Myers,  EL,  area  for  15 
years  now,  and  this  past  spring  he  started 


a  new  job  as  a  solutions  consultant  for 
Interactions,  a  company  based  in  Eranklin 
that  specializes  in  conversational  artificial 
intelligence.  •  Louis  (Aiossa)  Del  Giacco 
was  promoted  to  associate  attorney  in 
September  2019  at  the  New  York  City 
Department  of  Transportation.  •  Matthew 
Chapuran  returned  to  the  Lyric  Stage 
Company  of  Boston  in  October  2019  in 
the  new  role  of  executive  director.  He  is 
currently  planning  next  season,  working 
on  a  long-term  strategic  plan,  and  always 
looking  for  a  new  audience  and  board 
members.  •  Last  year,  Tom  O’Keefe  created 
Stride  for  Stride,  a  running  organization 
that  buys  race  bibs  for  low-income  runners. 
Team  Stride  for  Stride  is  made  up  of  runners 
from  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Brazil,  Cuba, 

El  Salvador,  Jamaica,  and  the  United  States. 
Correspondent:  Kevin  McKeon 
kmckeon@gmail.com 
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In  September  2019,  InvestmentNews  held 
their  Excellence  in  Diversity  &  Inclusion 
Awards  ceremony  at  the  Edison  Ballroom 
in  New  York  City,  where  Ivan  Ilian  was 
awarded  a  2019  See  It,  Be  It  Role  Model 
award.  They  recognized  Ivan’s  leadership 
within  and  contribution  to  the  financial 
services  industry. 

Correspondent:  Mike  Hofman 
mhofmani2@gmail.  com 
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After  20  years  as  a  banker  on  Wall  Street, 
Courtney  Cloe  Cole  is  now  the  proud  owner 
and  operator  of  Voice  by  Courtney  Cole, 

LLC:  voicebycourtneycole.com.  Courtney’s 
voice-over  services  include  TV  and  radio 
commercials,  narrations,  e-learning  and 
online  training  videos,  political  ads, 
documentaries,  animated  character  voices, 
audiobooks,  IVR/phone  messaging,  and 
much  more,  for  corporations  and  businesses 
of  all  sizes.  •  Christopher  Duncan  is  excited 
to  report  he  is  running  for  the  California 
State  Assembly  in  District  73  (South  Orange 
County).  Eor  more  information,  please  visit 
chrisduncanforassembly.com.  •  After  ii 
years  in  London,  James  McKernan  has 
moved  back  to  the  United  States.  James  is 
now  living  in  New  York  City  with  his  wife 
and  their  son,  Erank  (i).  James  writes  that 
he  recently  had  a  blast  with  BC  ’97ers  in 
NashviUe  at  Jamie  McDevitt’s  bachelor 
party.  Mike  Westort,  John  Canniffe,  and 
Pete  Gori  were  among  the  celebrants.  A  few 
beers  were  enjoyed  by  all!  If  anyone  wishes 
to  reconnect  with  James,  he  can  be  reached 
at  jamesmckernan@hotmail.com. 
Correspondent:  Margo  Rivera  Gillespie 
margogillespie@gmail.com 
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Kevin  Osborn  recently  moved  from 
Southern  California  to  Houston,  TX,  to 
finally  join  his  wife,  Cindy.  •  Paulette 
Tucciarone  Cazares  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  where  she 
serves  as  a  psychiatrist  and  as  associate 


director  for  mental  health  at  Naval  Medical 
Center  San  Diego.  •  Joelle  Sweeney  writes: 
“Presently,  I  am  practicing  as  a  small- 
animal  and  exotic  doctor  of  veterinary 
medicine  in  Seattle,  WA  (UC  Davis,  class 
of  2015).  This  is  my  second  career  after 
working  in  marine  mammal  science  at 
Moss  Landing  Marine  Labs  (MSc,  SFSU, 
class  of  2008)  and  as  an  ecologist  studying 
T.  gigas,  the  giant  garter  snake,  with  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey.  I  am 
married  to  Lewis  Barnett,  a  fisheries 
ecologist  with  the  National  Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric  Administration.  We  have  a 
3-year-old  son  named  Calvin.  Our  older 
‘son’  is  Hobbes,  a  lo-year-old  rescue  mix 
of  greyhound  and  border  collie.  Needless 
to  say,  they  are  brothers  and  best  friends. 
Since  moving  to  Seattle,  I  have  reunited 
with  Amy  Glaub  ’97,  who  has  been  living  in 
Washington  since  shortly  after  graduating 
from  BC.”  •  In  fall  2019,  Cedric  Notz  finally 
launched  his  fintech  company.  Float 
(floatlending.com).  Of  course,  it  took  a  lot 
longer  than  he  expected.  He  says  it’s  a  path 
similar  to  when  he  was  training  for  the 
Olympics  in  Vancouver  in  2010,  although 
he  felt  much  better  mentally  and  emotionally 
after  a  hard  day  working  out  rather  than  a 
hard  day  at  the  office.  •  Stephen  Valentine 
recently  published  his  third  book.  Make 
Yourself  Clear:  How  to  Use  a  Teaching 
Mindset  to  Listen,  Understand,  Explain 
Everything,  and  Be  Understood.  Coauthored 
by  Reshan  Richards,  the  book  applies  and 
presents  lessons  learned  from  his  20  years 
in  education. 

Correspondent:  Mistie  P.  Lucht 
hohudson@yahoo.com 
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Ken  Kamada  and  his  wife,  Jessica, 
celebrated  the  birth  of  their  first  son,  Tai 
Daniel,  on  February  14,  2019.  Ken  also 
acquired  aboutCOLF,  a  golf  software 
company  via  his  firm,  Kamada  Investment 
Management,  in  2019.  •  Noah  Bowling  and 
his  wife,  Danielle,  welcomed  their  second 
son.  Miles,  in  February  2019.  He  is  loved 
by  all  in  their  family,  and  especially  by  his 
4-year-old  brother,  Liam.  They  currently  live 
across  the  street  from  the  beach  in  Pacifica, 
CA.  Noah  has  been  happily  teaching 
kindergarten  at  the  San  Francisco  Friends 
School  since  2003  and  coaching  varsity 
baseball  at  Urban  School  of  San  Francisco 
since  2004.  •  Vladimir  Lumelsky  took  his 
wife  and  son  on  a  trip  to  New  England. 

They  had  a  great  time  visiting  with  friends 
and  family.  The  highlight  was  a  day  trip  to 
Gloucester  and  Rockport. 

Correspondent:  Matt  Colleran 
colleran.  matt@gmail.  com 
Correspondent:  Emily  Wildfire 
ewildfire@hotmail.com 
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Well,  it  has  begun.  We  wrapped  up  our 
first  conference  call  in  November  to  start 


planning  our  20th  reunion!  How  is  it 
possible?  We  aren’t  possibly  old  enough 
to  be  gone  from  the  Heights  for  20  years. 

•  Peter  ’98  and  Jenni  (Mather)  McCarthy, 
MA’05,  JD’o8,  welcomed  a  baby  girl, 
Madeleine  Mary,  on  September  19,  2019. 
Madeleine  joins  big  brothers  James, 

Henry,  and  Jack.  They  live  in  Newton. 

•  Congratulations  to  Wynndell  Bishop, 
MBA’o6,  who  was  selected  to  serve  on  the 
Boston  College  Alumni  Association  Board 
of  Directors.  •  Please  don’t  forget  to  send 
those  exciting  life  moments  to  me  so  that 

I  can  share  them  with  the  rest  of  our  class. 
More  importantly,  don’t  forget  to  save  the 
dates  May  29-31,  for  Reunion  Weekend! 
Correspondent:  Kate  Pescatore 
katepescatore@  hotmail.com 
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In  May,  Renee  Pitts  Moran  opened  medical 
spa  Dr.  Renee  Moran  Medical  Aesthetics  in 
Newton  Centre.  Stop  by  and  tell  her  you’re 
a  fellow  Eagle  from  the  Class  of ’01!  • 
Dionysios  Kaskardis  returned  to  Boston 
after  18  years  in  the  European  Union.  He 
began  his  career  as  a  trainee  stockbroker  for 
Prudential  Securities  in  New  York  City  at  i 
Liberty  Plaza,  next  to  the  Twin  Towers.  Pour 
months  after  he  started  his  job,  9/11 
occurred.  Dionysios  writes:  “I  was  fortunate 
to  be  late  for  work  that  day  unlike  many 
friends  and  their  families — whom  I  knew 
from  Boston  College — who  did  not  survive. 
The  anthrax  scare  followed,  and  I  ultimately 
decided  to  go  back  to  my  country,  Greece,  to 
be  close  to  my  family  that  was  worried  sick. 
As  a  Greek  national,  I  joined  the  air  force 
to  complete  my  mandatory  service.”  He 
furthered  his  education  at  the  Cass 
Business  School  in  London,  focusing  on 
shipping  finance.  Driven  by  a  passion  to 
work  in  the  EU,  he  leveraged  his  academic 
knowledge  as  an  intern  at  the  European 
Investment  Bank,  the  EU’s  bank,  and 
spent  the  next  15  years  working  in  funding, 
lending,  and  development.  Part  of  the 
“troika,”  he  helped  draft  the  Greece  bailout. 
He  also  worked  closely  with  the  World 
Bank,  Israel,  Palestine,  the  Islamic 
Development  Bank,  and  the  European 
Commission,  fundraising  300  million 
euros  to  build  a  desalination  plant  providing 
clean  water  to  Palestinians  on  the  Gaza 
Strip.  With  his  partner,  he  returned  to 
academia  in  2019  and  is  pursuing  an  MA  in 
international  affairs  at  the  Pletcher  School 
of  Law  and  Diplomacy.  He  discussed  his 
journey  at  BC’s  International  Week  last 
November.  “The  positive  memories  of 
Boston  College  brought  us  both  back  to 
a  place  I  know  and  love.  We  have  even 
reconnected  with  my  undergraduate 
roommates.  Boston  College  has  extended 
my  family,”  Dionysios  writes.  •  Life  has 
come  full  circle  for  Paul  and  Candice 
(Condon)  Cunningham,  who  moved  to 
Austin,  TX,  and  are  loving  settling  into 
their  new  city  with  their  first  and  fifth 
graders.  Candice  stays  busy  raising  their 
children  (shuttling  kids  from  tennis  to 
music  lessons  and  everywhere  in  between) 
as  well  as  volunteering  in  their  kids’  schools 


and  with  the  Down  Syndrome  Association 
of  Central  Texas.  She’s  looking  forward  to 
the  next  trip  with  her  BC  girls.  Paul  is  an 
account  director  and  enjoys  serving  on  his 
company’s  recruitment  team  at  UT. 
Correspondent:  Sandi  Birkeland  Kanne 
bcoiclassnotes@gmail.com 
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Congratulations  to  Patrick  ’95  and  Amy 
(Vautour)  Carney,  MA’03,  who  welcomed  a 
daughter,  Lucy  Lillian,  in  June  2018.  Lucy 
will  be  cheering  on  the  Eagles  with  her  big 
sister,  Vivian  Kaleen  (5),  and  big  brother, 
Patrick  III  (3).  •  Ray  Beattie  and  his  wife, 
Kerry  (Whalen)  ’04,  welcomed  new  daughter 
MoUy.  Molly  joins  big  sister  Anna  (2).  •  In 
October  2019,  David  Mawhinney,  JD’ii,  was 
recognized  by  the  American  Bankruptcy 
Institute  as  one  of  the  Top  40  Under  40 
insolvency  professionals  in  the  U.S.  David 
is  an  associate  at  the  law  firm  of  K&L  Gates 
in  Boston.  •  Colleen  and  Christopher  Glaser 
welcomed  their  third  baby  boy,  Ryan 
Christopher.  Ryan  joins  older  brothers 
Jack  and  Mikey,  who  recently  turned  4 
and  2,  respectively. 

Correspondent:  Suzanne  Harte 
suzanneharte@yahoo.com 
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On  August  27,  2019,  Francis  Grabowski  Jr., 
MBA’o8,  married  Justin  Natoli  in  the 
magical  city  of  Black  Rock  City,  NV.  Fran 
and  Justin  are  the  CEO  (Chief  Excitement 
Officer)  and  CEO  (Chief  Elavor  Officer)  of 
This  Lil’  Piggy  &  The  Unicorn  Kreamery. 
Eran  and  Justin  live  in  Los  Angeles.  Eran 
is  a  director  within  PwC’s  Digital  Risk 
Solutions  for  Health  Industries,  and  Justin 
has  a  private  psychotherapy  practice  in 
Beverly  Hills.  •  On  October  22,  Matt  Barbini 
and  his  wife,  Ann,  welcomed  their  first 
child,  Sloan  Tyler,  into  the  world.  •  Katie 
Ruigh  is  excited  to  share  that  she  and  her 
husband  welcomed  their  first  child,  a  son 
named  Ashton  Blair,  last  July!  •  Juel 
McQueen  is  excited  to  report  that  she  is 
now  a  travel  business  owner  and  works 
with  families  that  are  either  interested  in 
booking  travel  and/or  starting  their  own 
travel  business.  She  writes:  “I  am  also 
looking  forward  to  reuniting  with  fellow 
alumni  early  in  2020  to  celebrate  E.I.S.T.S., 
an  organization  that  I  cofounded  20  years 
ago  at  Boston  College.  All  the  best!”  • 
Jeaneille  Sandy  Clarke  and  her  husband, 
Ken,  celebrated  the  first  birthday  of  their 
first  child,  Aiden  Mason,  on  October  12.  • 
Alexandra  Hammond  Nickson  married  her 
husband,  Alex,  in  2016  and  lives  in  London 
with  their  son,  Bram  (2),  and  stepsons, 

Owen  (13)  and  Bear  (ii).  Alexandra  leads  a 
team  that  delivers  large-scale  energy  and 
sustainability  services  to  UK  health-care 
clients.  She  continues  to  follow  BC  sports 
(especially  hockey!)  from  the  UK  and  hopes 
to  return  to  BC  this  summer  to  say  hi.  • 
Danielle  Andre  Hall  has  started  a  business 
that  services  the  infertility  community. 
MyVitro  aims  to  make  going  through 
fertility  treatments  a  little  bit  easier.  • 


Tommy  Egan  and  his  wife,  Meghan, 
welcomed  a  beautiful  baby  girl  to  their 
family  on  February  22,  2019.  He  writes: 
“Elizabeth  ‘Hayes’  Egan  joins  her  sister, 
Mary  ‘Addie’  Addison,  and  brother,  Thomas 
‘Tie’  Ignatius,  in  the  SuperFan  Club.  Go, 
Eagles!”  •  Corinne  Fogg  continues  to  enjoy 
her  work  as  director  of  curriculum  at 
Stone  Ridge  School  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
in  Bethesda,  MD.  Recently,  the  school 
hired  Elizabeth  Noyes  ’02  to  work  at  Stone 
Ridge  as  well,  and  the  two  have  enjoyed 
reconnecting  as  BC  alumnae.  •  Timothy 
Clark  and  Leslie  Kersey  Clark,  JD’09,  are 
overjoyed  to  share  news  of  the  arrival  of 
their  baby  girl,  Oia  Helen  Colegrove  Clark, 
who  was  born  on  October  29,  2019,  at 
Mount  Sinai  West  Hospital  in  Manhattan. 
Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@  be.  edu 
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Amy  Chapman,  M’05,  CAES’ii,  graduated 
with  her  doctorate  in  educational 
psychology  and  educational  technology 
from  Michigan  State  University  in  May 
2019.  She’s  currently  working  as  the 
research  director  of  a  lab  at  Teachers 
College,  Columbia  University.  •  On 
September  7,  2019,  Casey  Sherman  married 
Stephen  SantuUi  of  Hanover,  NH,  at 
Gedney  Farm  in  New  Marlborough,  MA. 

BG  alumni  in  attendance  were  man  of 
honor  Corey  Sherman  ’02,  Kara  Castagna 
Nishida,  Jules  Diberardino  Laveglia,  Tim 
Fitzpatrick,  Rayann  Torres  Quirk,  Ian  Cain, 
and  Mark  Collins  ’02.  •  Elizabeth  Bernard! 
and  her  husband,  Shane  Dunn,  MA’io, 
welcomed  their  second  child,  Eleanor 
Miriam,  on  October  13,  2019.  Eleanor  joins 
big  brother  Liam,  who  was  born  in  August 
2017.  Elizabeth,  Shane,  and  their  kids  live 
in  Roxbury.  •  Stephen  Garvey  was  promoted 
to  senior  project  manager,  global  talent 
acquisition  operations,  at  Groupon  in 
Ghicago.  •  Michael  D’Hemecourt  recently 
left  Boston  Realty  Advisors,  after  running 
their  retail  team  for  the  past  eight  years,  to 
focus  on  his  own  development  portfolio. 
Harborlight  Advisors  currently  owns  and  is 
developing  retail,  medical  office,  and  multi¬ 
family  properties  throughout  New  England. 
He  lives  with  his  wife,  Liza  (Hammond), 
and  four  daughters  in  Needham. 
Correspondent:  Alexandra  “Allie”  Weiskopf 
allieweiskopf@gmail.  com 


2005 

15TH  REUNION 

May  29-31,  2020 

Elizabeth  (Rini)  ’07  and  Rich  Lind  are 
celebrating  10  years  of  marriage  this 
August.  They  have  two  beautiful  children, 
Richie  and  Emilia.  They  reside  in  Rockville 
Gentre,  NY,  where  Rich  is  a  software  sales 
executive  at  Salesforce  and  Elizabeth  is  a 
devoted  mother  to  their  children.  •  Jay  Lee, 
MEd’07,  got  married  this  past  October  in 
New  Orleans  to  Penny  Zhu.  Fellow  Eagles 
Greg  Walsh  ’05,  MA’ii,  MS’12;  James 
Favreau  ’04;  Joe  ’03  and  Brittany  (Wilcox) 


Gompetello  ’04;  Ghris  Roberts  ’04;  Dan 
Kerrigan  ’04;  Aaron  Butler  ’03;  and  Heather 
Laplante  were  in  attendance.  Jay  and  Penny 
are  living  their  best  life  in  Brooklyn,  NY, 
with  their  dog,  Reece.  •  Christine  Mitchell 
Keenan  moved  to  Washington  DC  with  her 
husband,  Ronan,  and  their  son.  Jack.  • 

Adam  Webster  and  his  wife,  Claudia 
Pouravelis  ’03,  MA’04,  are  excited  to 
announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Frederic 
Pouravelis  Webster,  born  on  August  25. 
Adam  is  a  political  consultant  with  Castle 
Point  Partners,  and  Claudia  is  associate 
dean  for  enrollment  management  and 
student  engagement  at  Boston  College’s 
Woods  College  of  Advancing  Studies.  • 
Congratulations  to  Courtney  Engel,  who  was 
admitted  to  practice  law  in  Oregon  this  past 
May.  •  Max  and  Gloria  (Knight)  Vasershteyn, 
MEd’o6,  welcomed  the  birth  of  their  third 
child  in  December  2019.  •  Luke  and  Kate 
Dunigan  Breslin  welcomed  their  second  son, 
Gormac  John,  on  August  30,  2019.  •  David 
Andrews  married  Dina  Wall  in  New  York 
Gity  on  October  26,  2019.  In  attendance  at 
the  wedding  were  Chace  Wetzel,  Edward 
Hansen,  Tara  (Friedlander)  Dunlap  ’06, 
David  de  Barros  ’06,  Liam  Van  Loenen, 
Frank  and  Christine  (Sama)  Walton  JD’09, 
Everett  Lee,  Terrence  McMullen,  Robert 
Williams,  Daniel  Rodriguez- Sains,  and 
Javier  Piggee  MEd’07.  •  Lauren  Marra 
started  a  consulting  practice  called 
Groundwork  Partners.  She  works  with 
foundations,  nonprofits,  philanthropists, 
and  companies  to  design,  implement,  and 
assess  social  impact  programs,  grant-making 
strategies,  and  policies  that  lead  to 
transformational  change.  Lauren  and  her 
husband  also  welcomed  their  second  child, 
Maeve,  in  mid- September.  They  reside 
in  Washington  DC.  •  Sarosh  and  Dana 
(Vartabedian)  Nentin,  David  Swanson, 

John  Castiglione,  and  Hung  Lam  ’06 
opened  a  second  Playa  Bowls  location,  at 
277  Huntington  Avenue  in  Boston,  in  the 
fall.  This  follows  the  first  location  they 
opened  near  Boston  College  at  2199 
Commonwealth  Avenue.  •  Katie  Williams 
Caritey,  MEd’08,  attended  the  Lynch  School 
of  Education  and  Human  Development 
for  both  her  undergraduate  and  graduate 
degrees.  She  has  received  two  life-saving 
kidney  transplants  and  pursued  her  passion 
for  education  by  teaching  second  grade  in 
Belmont.  In  2015,  she  was  honored  to  be 
named  Outstanding  Teacher  of  the  Year 
by  the  Foundation  for  Belmont  Education. 

In  2016,  she  and  her  husband  at  the  time 
became  permanent  legal  guardians  to 
two  children  who  were  losing  their  single 
mother  to  cancer.  She  feels  indebted  to  BC 
for  enhancing  and  magnifying  her  inherent 
desire  to  serve  silently  and  love  loudly.  She  is 
deeply  grateful  for  every  part  of  her  journey. 
Correspondent:  Joe  Bowden 
joe.  howden@gmail.com 
Correspondent:  Justin  Barrasso 
jharrasso@gmail.com 
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Jim,  MEd’07,  Chelsea  (Jones)  Unis, 
MEd’07,  welcomed  their  second  son,  Caleb 
Lee,  in  January.  •  Jennifer  (Marsh)  Tate  is 
excited  to  share  news  of  the  birth  of  her 
daughter,  Elle  Catherine,  on  August  i,  2019! 

•  Lizette  Blohm  Reed  celebrated  the  birth  of 
her  son,  Walden  Robert,  in  September 
2019.  He  joins  his  sister,  June,  who  is 
almost  4.  We  hope  they  will  become  future 
Eagles!  •  Robert  Crane  and  his  wife,  Leah, 
welcomed  the  birth  of  their  son,  Theodore 
Owen,  on  September  4,  2019.  Teddy  joins 
his  big  sister,  Lucy,  with  the  Crane  family  in 
Westport,  CT.  •  Danielle  Cmtis  Farrington 
and  her  husband,  Kevin,  welcomed  their 
second  daughter,  Julia,  on  March  8,  2019. 
Big  sister  Caroline  is  taking  excellent  care 
of  the  new  baby.  •  Will  Dowd’s  first  book. 
Areas  of  Fog,  has  received  a  Massachusetts 
Book  Award  “Must  Read”  honor  in  the 
nonfiction  category.  •  Tim  Weaton  and  Kayla 
Fahey  were  married  on  July  6,  2019,  at  the 
Mirbeau  Resort  in  Plymouth.  Many  Eagles 
were  in  attendance.  During  the  reception, 
the  band’s  mic  was  hijacked  for  a  rowdy 
rendition  of  “For  Boston.”  •  Stacey  Gred 
Gibson  was  recently  brought  on  as  partner 
at  Park  Avenue  Fine  Wines  in  Portland,  OR, 
for  whom  she  has  been  working  and 
managing  the  wine  list  for  several  years. 
Stacey  also  owns  a  wine  and  food  event 
company  called  Parallel  Food  &  Drink  with 
her  husband,  who  is  a  chef.  •  On  March  3, 
2019,  Andrew  and  Nadia  (Nikolic)  Bowen 
welcomed  a  baby  girl,  Lila  Rose.  ’They 
reside  in  Brooklyn  with  their  dog,  Charlie. 

•  In  May,  Brian  Roundy  was  promoted  to 
director  of  marketing  and  communications 
at  Private  Division,  a  video  game  publishing 
label  for  Take-Two  Interactive  Software,  Inc., 
headquartered  in  New  York  City.  •  Alyssa 
Lau,  MEd  ’07,  married  Colin  Kelly  on 
December  8,  2018,  at  the  Cape  Club  of 
Sharon.  They  were  married  by  Richard 
Gordon.  Many  other  Eagles  were 
attendance.  The  newlyweds  reside  in 
Watertown.  •  Maureen  Cooke  has  been 
named  to  the  Next  Generation  Committee 
of  Summit,  New  Jersey-based  Family 
Promise,  the  national  leader  addressing 
the  issue  of  family  homelessness. 
Correspondent:  Cristina  Conciatori 
conciato@bc.edu 
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Victoria  Diaz  married  Chad  Rosenbecker  on 
June  22,  2018,  at  Sacred  Heart  Church  in 
Lake  George,  NY.  Fellow  Eagles  in  the 
bridal  party  included  Elizabeth  Rini  Lind, 
Chen  Lim  Rosenberg,  and  Allison 
McDonough  Blaisdell.  Other  Eagles  at 
the  wedding  included  Richard  Lind  ’05; 
Shannon  Stump  ’06,  MSW’i6;  and  Aimie 
Chor.  Victoria  and  Chad  reside  in  Arlington, 
VA.  •  Jeffrey  and  Tatiana  (Lapehuk)  Hoff 
celebrated  10  years  of  holy  matrimony  on 
October  19,  2018.  On  June  20,  the  couple 
welcomed  their  daughter  and  first  child, 
Theodora  Hopper.  Theodora,  which  means 
“gift  from  God,”  is  named  for  St.  Theodora, 
Empress  of  Byzantium,  wife  of  Theophilus 


(gth  century).  Her  middle  name  is  for  Grace 
Hopper,  pioneering  computer  scientist  and 
rear  admiral  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  Theodora 
was  named  on  June  28  in  accordance  with 
Eastern  Orthodox  tradition  of  naming  on 
the  eighth  day,  and  was  baptized  and 
chrismated  on  August  4.  Both  of  these 
events  took  place  at  St.  Peter  and  Paul 
Orthodox  Church,  Jersey  City,  NJ,  where 
Jeff  and  Tatiana  serve  on  the  parish  council 
and  have  been  members  since  2012.  • 

Joe  ’08  and  Shannon  (Keating)  Kwiatek, 
MEd’09,  happily  welcomed  their  third  child, 
Ronan  John,  into  the  world  on  June  5,  2019. 
Joe,  Shannon,  big  sister  Zoey  Sophia,  and 
big  brother  Keating  Ignatius  look  forward 
to  sharing  their  love  of  BC  with  Ronan.  • 
Christopher  Boldig  recently  set  a  personal 
goal  of  dunking  a  basketball  by  June  30, 
2019.  Inspired  by  his  recent  play  in 
recreational  congressional  basketball 
leagues  and  encouraged  by  friends,  he  set 
out  to  achieve  this  physical  achievement  he 
had  not  performed  since  his  days  on  the 
courts  at  the  Plex.  Though  he  may  be  too 
modest  to  teU  his  old  classmates  face  to  face 
of  this  endeavor,  it  felt  appropriate  to  use 
Class  Notes  to  announce  that  he  did  not 
in  fact  dunk  a  basketball  by  this  deadline. 
However,  the  memories  his  attempt  brought 
back  made  it  all  worthwhile!  •  Peter 
Boogaard;  Louis  Manzo  ’06,  MA’07; 

Andrew  Clement;  Gregory  Schrank;  Lloyd 
Liu;  Brendan  Downes;  Chris  Leuchten;  and 
Alex  Neckles  held  their  ninth  annual  golf 
tournament,  known  as  the  Creekside  Classic, 
comprising  mostly  BC  alums.  This  year, 
the  tournament  was  held  on  Kent  Island 
in  Maryland.  Lloyd  Liu  was  crowned  the 
winner  of  the  Creekside  Cup.  Next  year, 
the  group  plans  to  hold  the  tournament  in 
Ireland.  •  Steve  Dool  recently  hit  his  two- 
year  anniversary  of  moving  to  London.  He 
published  his  first  book  this  spring  with 
Penguin  Randomhouse,  a  field  guide  to 
men’s  footwear  called  How  to  Shine  a  Shoe, 
which  he  encourages  all  to  buy  so  they  will 
let  him  write  another  one. 

Correspondent:  Lauren  Faherty  Bagnell 
lauren.fahertY@gmail.com 
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Bryan  and  Catherine  (Hamilton)  Ens 
welcomed  their  first  child,  Sebastian  John, 
on  November  3,  2019.  The  family  resides  in 
Melrose.  •  Nick  Linfante  married  Caroline 
Crosbie  on  October  12,  2019,  in  Mystic,  CT, 
with  Eagles  Tim  Shanahan  ’09,  Jack  Ross 
’09,  and  BiUy  Dankos  ’09  in  attendance. 

•  Erica  (Reisenwitz)  Kay  would  like  to  say 
hello  to  all  her  classmates,  because  she’s  the 
worst  at  keeping  in  touch  via  social  media. 
She  lives  with  her  husband,  Tom,  in 
Philadelphia.  They  are  both  enjoying — and 
adjusting  to! — being  a  family  of  four  with 
daughters  Gemma  Rose  (3)  and  Lana  Blair 
(3  months).  Both  girls  already  have  their 
BC  gear  ready  for  2035  and  2037!  •  Marc 
Cabezas  married  JaneUe  Sous  in  August 
2019.  •  Annie  Messmer  Kurdziel  and  her 
wife,  Sarah,  welcomed  three  wonderful  kids 
(8,  7,  and  4)  through  the  Poster  Care  system 
this  year.  They  can’t  wait  to  show  their 


children  the  Heights!  •  Allison  Astuno  Cain 
continues  to  enjoy  teaching  Prench  in 
Denver.  In  December  2018,  she  welcomed  a 
second  son,  Patrick,  who  joins  big  brother 
Henry  (2).  •  Lara  Kinne  and  her  husband, 
Mark  Dickas,  welcomed  a  daughter,  Elena 
Clare,  on  September  18,  2019.  •  Katie  ’09, 
MEd’io,  and  Kurt  Rever  welcomed  their 
second  daughter,  Caroline,  in  July  2019. 
Caroline  will  be  joining  big  sister  Shannon 
to  cheer  on  the  Eagles  at  Alumni  Stadium.  • 
Megan  Lynch  is  an  actress,  voice-over  artist, 
and  on-air  host  based  in  Manhattan.  In 
addition  to  appearing  in  several  national 
commercials,  she  provides  voice-over  on 
Hulu,  Spotify,  and  the  radio.  She  even  made 
it  to  the  big  screen  this  year  in  an  ad  playing 
in  IPIC  Theaters  nationwide.  Megan  is  a 
member  of  the  Boston  College  Arts  Circle 
of  New  York  and  lectors  at  her  parish. 

Chapel  of  the  Sacred  Hearts.  •  Brendan, 
MBA’i8,  and  Kaitlin  (Dunn)  Lang  welcomed 
their  son  Adam  Robert  on  May  9,  2019. 

Big  brother  Ben  couldn’t  be  more  excited  to 
have  a  new  member  of  the  family!  •  Mara 
Grbic  and  Kevin  Walton  ’10  welcomed  their 
second  son,  Lachlan,  in  June.  Big  brother 
Declan  is  very  excited  to  have  a  new  fellow 
future  Eagle! 

Correspondent:  Maura  Tierney  Murphy 
mauraktiemey@gmail.com 
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Last  fall  Laura  Harvey  Blanchard,  MEd’io, 
was  appointed  as  the  Stoddard  House 
assistant  principal  at  Newington  High 
School  in  Newington,  CT.  •  Maria  and 
Clayton  Gritz  welcomed  their  first  child, 
Ethan  Andrew,  on  October  25,  2019. 

•  Daniel  ’08  and  Caroline  (Hayes)  Lopez 
welcomed  their  first  child,  Natalie  Kathleen, 
on  August  7,  2019.  Everyone  is  happy  and 
healthy!  •  Michael  and  Annette  (Romero) 
Ragusa  are  currently  living  in  Newport,  RI, 
where  Michael  is  attending  department 
head  school  at  Naval  Station  Newport. 
Michael  will  be  the  chief  engineer  officer 
on  the  USS  Stockdale.  The  pair  will  be 
stationed  in  San  Diego  soon.  •  Jesse 
Bennefield  received  his  MBA  in  spring 
2019.  •  In  November  2019,  Christopher 
Denice  married  his  longtime  partner,  Jeff 
Burns,  of  Atlanta,  GA.  •  Kacey  Greenwood 
is  still  living  in  London  after  following  her 
study-abroad  romance  to  England  in  2009. 
She  and  her  husband  have  two  children, 
Katty  (4)  and  James  (2),  and  together  they 
run  the  Pointer  School,  an  independent 
school  in  southeast  London,  as  director 
of  pastoral  care  (the  British  version  of  a 
vice-principal)  and  headmaster.  •  Last 
summer,  Carolyn  Armgardt  Sonnier 
and  her  husband  moved  from  Boston  to 
Milwaukee,  where  Carolyn  started  a  new 
job  as  chief  of  staff  for  the  AmeriCorps 
member  experience  team  at  City  Year,  Inc. 
Correspondent:  Timothy  Bates 
tbatesS  6@gmail.com 
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Christian  Manchester  entered  the  MBA 
program  at  the  Stanford  Graduate  School 
of  Business  with  the  class  of  2021.  •  On 
October  26,  2019,  Kevin,  MA’13,  MBA’i6, 
and  Caysie  (Carter)  Harvey,  MEd’ii,  were 
married  in  Providence,  Rl!  They  met  during 
freshman  move-in  week  and  again  during 
the  five-year  reunion,  which  is  when  they 
began  dating.  Their  wedding  party  members, 
as  well  as  many  guests,  were  also  BC- 
affiliated.  •  Eleanor  Erances  “NeU”  Moses 
was  born  on  March  23,  2019,  to  Rachel 
Meyer  and  her  husband,  Dru  Moses.  •  Kyra 
Shekitka  and  Luke  Hughes  were  married 
on  August  17,  2019,  in  South  Boston.  The 
ceremony  was  officiated  by  friend  and 
classmate  Edward  Dillon.  Alumni  Jennifer 
Pleus  Dillon,  Danielle  Aucoin  lannelli 
MEd’ii,  Amanda  Keele  Maniaci,  Zeke 
Hughes  ’07,  Bryan  Connor  ’08,  Mike 
Sokolowski  ’09,  Julien  CoUard-Seguin, 

Rob  Stein,  and  Charlie  Mangiardi  were 
members  of  the  wedding  party.  There 
were  over  50  BC  Eagles  at  the  wedding! 

•  Stern  and  Kathryn  (Ankner)  Chamblain 
welcomed  their  son,  Caden  Ryan,  on 
August  29,  2019.  Kathryn,  Stern,  and 
Caden  are  all  doing  well. 

Correspondent:  Bridget  K.  Sweeney 
bridget.  k.  sweeney@gmail.  com 
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Laura  Cavicchi,  MS’13,  married  Wesley 
Anderson  on  October  12,  2019,  on  the 
beautiful  beach  of  Eripp  Island,  SC. 

•  After  completing  a  dual  MBA  and  MA  in 
international  studies  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  2018,  Patrick  Feeney 
started  as  a  senior  manager  at  the  video 
game  publisher  Bethesda  Softworks.  He 
currently  works  in  the  business  management 
of  The  Elder  Scrolls  Online  and  other 
publisher  initiatives.  •  Aleksandra  Ranee, 
MEd’i2,  and  Paul  Pettas  celebrated  their 
marriage  on  July  13,  2019,  on  Long  Island, 
surrounded  by  family  and  many  fellow  BC 
alumni  and  other  friends!  The  combined 
Triple  Eagle  couple  met  during  freshman 
year  on  Upper  Campus  and  began  dating 
during  fall  2011. 

Correspondent:  Brittany  Lynch  Pruitt 
brittanymicheleS  @gmail.  com 
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Erik  Thompson,  JD’15,  and  Victoria  Soal 
married  on  October  19,  2019.  •  Jayson  and 
Chelsea  (Dostaler)  Joyce  bought  a  historic 
home  in  Eranklin  and  are  enjoying 
exploring  their  new  town.  Jayson  is 
currently  pursuing  a  master’s  in  education 
from  Boston  University,  expecting  to 
graduate  in  May  2020,  while  Chelsea 
continues  her  work  as  a  cyber-threat 
intelligence  analyst  for  Dell.  •  Philip 
Johnson  received  his  MD  degree  from 
Albany  Medical  College  on  May  23,  2019. 

He  is  a  first-year  resident  in  orthopedic 
surgery  at  Westchester  Medical  Center  in 


New  York.  Prior  to  this,  Philip  worked  as 
a  research  assistant  at  Boston  Children’s 
Hospital  and  volunteered  for  Project 
Medishare  in  Haiti.  •  David  and  Katherine 
“KD”  (Misgen)  Nowicki  celebrated  the  birth 
of  their  daughter  JiUian  in  March  2019. 

KD  will  graduate  from  pediatric  residency 
at  the  University  of  Colorado  in  June  2020 
and  has  just  finished  interviews  for  her 
fellowship  in  pediatric  rheumatology.  •  As 
the  youngest  person  of  color  ever  elected  in 
Springfield,  Marcus  Williams  has  recently 
won  his  third  term  in  office  representing 
Springfield’s  largest  ward  (5).  Also,  Marcus 
has  jumped  back  into  the  acting  world  after 
an  ii-year  hiatus.  He  was  recently  cast  as  an 
extra  in  projects  such  as  the  hit  Hulu  show 
Castle  Rock,  the  motion  picture  Love, 
Weddings  and  Other  Disasters,  and  even  a 
Kronos  company  commercial.  As  a  jack-of- 
all-trades,  Marcus  credits  his  BC  academic 
career  as  being  instrumental  in  helping 
him  solidify  his  interests  and  ushering  in 
the  idea  of  being  the  change  he  wants  to 
see  in  the  world. 

Correspondent:  Riley  Sullivan 
Sullivan.  riley.o@gmail.  com 
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Carter  and  Elizabeth  (Marbach)  Bielen  have 
made  the  move  to  the  Big  Apple  and  are 
excited  to  be  neighbors  of  actor  Bradley 
Cooper.  See  photos  from  their  wedding  at 
#hookedonabielen.  •  Eagles  fiy  west: 
Alexandra  MacKenzie,  MS’17,  made  the 
move  out  to  San  Francisco  from  Boston 
this  summer,  followed  closely  behind  by 
Annie  McGee  Gordon,  MS’17.  •  The  Eagle 
reunions  continue!  Several  roommates — 
Ellen  Crowley,  Lindsay  Sklover,  Sarah 
Hawrylak,  Megan  Murphy  MEd’14,  Christie 
Carillo,  Kaela  Klune,  Alex  MacKenzie,  and 
Stephanie  Rufo — of  502,  90  St.  Thomas 
More  Road  reunited  for  a  Nantucket 
weekend  over  Columbus  Day.  • 
Congratulations  to  the  new  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Forster!  Ben  Forster  and  Justine  Hughes  ’ii 
were  married  at  the  Boston  Park  Plaza 
among  friends  from  the  Classes  of  both 
2011  and  2013,  as  well  as  family  that 
included  several  alumni.  •  Matthew  and 
Michelle  (Daly)  Colleary,  were  married  in 
New  York  City  on  August  10,  2019,  with 
over  50  BC  alumni  in  attendance.  •  Zoe 
Lake  was  nominated  for  a  News  & 
Documentary  Emmy  for  a  Nightline 
segment  that  aired  on  ABC  News.  This 
was  her  second  nomination  in  two  years. 

•  Claire  Marinello  Fisher  was  chosen  to  be 
a  contestant  on  Jeopardy!  The  episode  aired 
on  December  20,  2019.  •  Serafina  Spink 
will  be  running  the  Boston  Marathon  this 
April  for  Dana-Farber  Cancer  Institute. 

This  will  be  her  eighth  overall  marathon, 
and  final  Abbott  World  Marathon  Major, 
after  already  completing  New  York,  Chicago, 
Berlin,  Tokyo,  and  London.  She  can’t  wait 
to  run  past  Mile  21!  •  Kelly  Cannon  is 
moving  back  to  Washington  DC  to  start 
an  internship  with  MSNBC  working  on 
Andrea  Mitchell  Reports.  She  will  also  be 
completing  a  master’s  in  journalism  at 
Northwestern  University’s  Medill  School 


of  Journalism  in  its  politics,  policy,  and 
foreign  affairs  reporting  specialization.  She 
is  looking  forward  to  getting  back  to  the 
East  Coast!  •  Mary  Goetz  married  Muneeb 
Alam  ’12,  in  two  ceremonies  this  year.  The 
first,  a  traditional  Pakistani  wedding,  took 
place  in  March  in  Muneeb’s  home  state  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  second,  a  traditional 
American  wedding,  took  place  in  August 
at  Mary’s  grandparents’  home  on  Puget 
Sound.  The  couple  met  on  a  BC  summer 
study  abroad  program,  James  Joyce’s 
Ireland,  in  summer  2011.  Both  weddings 
were  attended  by  many  BC  alumni, 
including  the  groom’s  mother  and  sister. 
Correspondent:  Bryanna  Mahony  Robertson 
hryanna.  mahony@gmail.  com 
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Erica  Carson  is  excited  to  announce  that 
this  past  year  she  made  a  career  switch  to 
pursue  her  passion  in  real  estate  full-time 
with  Waterfield  Sotheby’s  International 
Realty.  •  Troy  Johnson  and  Winston  Vargo 
released  a  new  single  entitled  “Rivington” 
with  their  band  Half  Hadley,  which  is 
managed  by  Kimberly  Attia.  The  song  is 
available  on  all  music  streaming  platforms. 

•  Wesley  Mather  and  Gina  Whitten  ’15  were 
married  on  October  5,  2019,  at  St.  Ignatius 
Church.  The  couple  then  honeymooned  in 
Greece.  •  Mary  Naugler  was  married  on 
December  7,  2019.  Though  her  husband, 
Cameron,  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Massachusetts  Amherst,  he  is  a  diehard 
Boston  College  football  fan,  and  the  couple 
share  a  tailgate  with  many  ’14  graduates. 
The  wedding  was  attended  by  many 
University  Chorale  members  as  well 

as  Boston  College  graduates  from  the 
Classes  of ’76,  ’85,  ’06,  ’10,  ’ii,  ’13,  and  ’14. 

•  Christopher  Sulmonte  and  Laura  Goodell 
were  married  on  September  21,  2019,  at 
St.  Ignatius  Church.  The  two  met  on  the 
first  day  of  freshman  year  and  loved  having 
the  opportunity  to  celebrate  their  marriage 
on  campus.  •  Bridget  Eide  is  currently 
pursuing  her  MBA  at  the  University  of 
Michigan’s  Ross  School  of  Business,  where 
she  is  roommates  and  classmates  with 
fellow  Eagle  Elise  Goodhue.  •  Matthew 
Mulcahy  and  Lauren  Neureither  were 
married  on  September  7,  2019,  in  Simsbury, 
CT.  Many  Boston  College  alumni  celebrated 
with  them,  including  Matthew’s  father, 
Matthew  Mulcahy  ’86,  and  Lauren’s  mother, 
Mary  Randall  ’76. 

Correspondent:  Jenn  Howard 
howardjlk@gmail.com 
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Alexander  Dow  Febres-Cordero  is  currently 
in  his  second  year  of  an  MPA  in  the 
development  practice  program  at  Columbia 
University’s  School  of  International  and 
Public  Affairs.  •  Michael  Rudden  recently 
packed  up  his  life,  got  on  a  plane,  and 
moved  1,000  miles  away  from  Boston  to 
Chicago.  He’s  excited  to  start  a  new  phase 


in  his  career  as  a  freelance  writer,  make 
new  friends,  and  connect  with  BC  alumni 
in  the  area!  In  November  he  wrote:  “Fve 
only  been  here  a  month,  and  I  can  already 
tell  this  is  the  city  for  me  at  this  time  in  my 
life,  and  I’m  looking  forward  to  all  the  new 
experiences  I’ll  have  here.” 

Correspondent:  Victoria  Mariconti 
victoria.mariconti@gmail.com 

2016 

John  Psaltis  is  currently  a  third-year  PhD 
candidate  in  tumor  biology  at  Georgetown 
University.  •  After  six  years,  Austin  Mitchell 
finally  tied  the  knot  with  fellow  Eagle 
AUie  Blaskowsky! 

Correspondent:  Abby  Regan 
reganab@bc.edu 
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After  graduation,  Colby  Burdick  was 
accepted  to  the  NBC  Universal  Page 
Program  in  New  York  City,  where  she 
rotated  between  teams  at  late  night  and 
news  programming.  She  ended  up 
accepting  a  full-time  role  with  the  TODAY 
show  in  2018  and  is  currently  working  for 
the  TODAY  production  management  team. 
They  travel  around  the  country  to  work  on 
the  show’s  remote  shoots.  •  Erika  Reineke 
was  a  member  of  the  varsity  sailing  team 
and  is  currently  campaigning  for  the  2020 
Summer  Olympic  Games  in  Tokyo  in  the 
laser  radial  sailing  division.  In  November, 
she  was  right  in  the  middle  of  the  U.S. 
Olympic  trials,  and  she  will  find  out  if  she 
makes  the  team  at  the  end  of  February.  She 
is  so  excited  and  has  been  giving  it  her  all 
these  last  few  months!  She  writes:  “It’s  an 
honor  to  be  representing  Team  USA  and 
the  Boston  College  Eagles  everywhere  I  go. 
Thanks  for  your  encouragement  and 
support!  Go,  Eagles!” 

Correspondent:  Joshua  Beauregard 
j0shfy4@charter.net 

2018 

Nidia  Fevry  Cardoso  recently  married 
Christopher  Cardoso  ’10,  MS’12,  MS’i8.  • 
During  her  time  at  BC,  Hannah  Ladesic 
discovered  a  deep  love  and  passion  for 
graphic  design  through  a  variety  of  classes, 
jobs,  and  internships.  After  graduation, 
she  became  the  graphic  designer  and 
communications  associate  for  The  Food 
Project,  a  local  nonprofit.  Outside  of  work, 
she  has  begun  taking  on  freelance  design 
projects,  combining  her  interests  in 
design  and  calligraphy.  She  designs 
wedding  invitations  and  signage  as  well 
as  logos  and  other  materials  for  local 
businesses.  While  her  schedule  became 
“full  of  exciting  projects,”  she  also  began 
teaching  calligraphy  and  crafting  workshops 
at  The  Paper  Mouse  Atelier,  a  crafting 
studio  in  Newton.  Recently,  Hannah  made 
a  career  change  to  pursue  her  freelance 
business  full-time,  and  she  hopes  to 
expand  her  business  designing  brand 
identities  and  websites  for  creative 
businesses.  Between  teaching  at  The 
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Paper  Mouse  and  working  with  design 
clients,  her  schedule  is  filled  with  lots  of 
creative  endeavors! 

Correspondent:  Lizzie  Lolis 
elizahethslolis@gmail.com 

2019 

Stavros  Piperis  recorded  an  album  this 
summer.  Over  the  course  of  his  four  years 
at  BC,  he  wrote  music  and  performed  gigs 
on  campus  and  all  around  Boston.  By  the 
time  he  graduated,  he  was  ready  to  take  the 
music  to  the  next  level.  He  moved  back 
home  to  Omaha,  NE,  in  the  summer  and 
put  together  a  lo-track  album  at  ARC 
Studios,  a  professional  recording  studio  that 
has  recorded  artists  like  Jason  Mraz  and 
Conor  Oberst.  His  album.  Chances,  came 
out  in  December  2019  on  iTunes  and  all 
digital  streaming  platforms.  •  Shortly  after 
graduation,  Christopher  Russo  created  the 
Boston  College  Media  Alumni  Network,  a 
rapidly  growing  group  of  over  400  alumni 
working  in  media  and  communications. 

In  October,  he  held  a  happy  hour  in  New 
York  which  had  more  than  40  alumni  in 
attendance.  He  is  planning  more  events  in 
New  York,  Boston,  and  DC  in  the  coming 
months.  •  Since  graduation,  Angelica 
Carberry  has  been  working  in  Germany 
as  a  teacher  and  improving  her  German 
language  skills.  •  Shanelle  Andres  Schepp 
has  been  working  at  a  tech  startup  in  the 
Seaport  since  last  faU.  She  is  still  living 
with  two  of  the  girls  from  Mod  i6A!  She  is 
hoping  to  get  her  H-iB  visa  this  upcoming 
April  to  stay  in  Boston.  If  not,  she  will  start 
a  new  adventure  back  in  Europe.  •  Daniel 
Wu  just  started  work  in  the  Big  Apple!  He 
writes:  “Not  as  fun  as  college,  but  at  least 
no  more  dreaded  midterms.”  •  Charlotte 
LeBarron  passed  all  parts  of  the  CPA  exam 
and  started  work  in  assurance  (audit)  at 
BDO  USA’s  Boston  office.  •  After  spending 
her  summer  vacation  in  Beijing,  Z&ui 
Zhou  started  her  master’s  degree  in 
engineering  at  Columbia  University. 
Knowing  that  she  earned  her  BA  degree  in 
mathematics  and  studio  art,  her  friends  are 
surprised  to  hear  that  she  started  in  an 
engineering  program.  Gladly,  everything 
is  going  well  so  far.  More  surprisingly, 
she  passes  by  a  chapel  when  she  walks  to 
school,  which  reminds  her  of  Bapst  Library 
and  is  a  highlight  of  her  day. 

Boston  College  Alumni  Association 
classnotes@bc.edu 

BC  SOCIAL  WORK 

Barbara  DeMoranviUe,  MSBT,  MSSW’72,  has 
valued  her  education  at  BG  all  these  years. 
Gurrently,  she  lives  at  her  Motherhouse 
and  serves  as  the  local  custodian  (superior). 
She  writes:  “Religious  life  seems  so  very 
important  at  this  time  when  so  much  is  in 
confusion  and  doubt.  We  have  a  commitment 
to  pray  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament  for  an 
hour  each  day  for  a  variety  of  world  needs.  I 
have  such  great  memories  of  the  faculty  and 
my  classmates  at  BC.  I  was  years  older  than 
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most,  and  they  were  filled  with  enthusiasm 
and  energy.  We  were  prepared  to  make  a 
positive  contribution  to  society!  Hope  we 
still  are  doing  so.  Visit  our  Motherhouse 
whenever  you  are  in  Philadelphia. 

Welcome!”  •  Roland  Rose,  MSW’75,  did  a 
bucket-list,  one-month  trip  of  6,913  miles 
through  the  six  provinces  of  Eastern  Canada 
by  motorcycle  this  summer.  He  had  a  great 
time!  •  Maureen  Matthews  McClintock, 
MSW’83,  has  been  living  in  the 
Bennington,  VT,  area  since  1982,  has  been 
married  for  over  33  years,  and  has  two  sons. 
Maureen  has  worked  as  a  senior  social 
worker/psychotherapist  for  the  Veterans 
Administration  at  its  Bennington 
community-based  outpatient  clinic  for  the 
last  18  years.  She  also  has  a  private  practice 
in  Bennington  and  is  the  cofounder  and 
quilting  coordinator  of  a  501(c)(3)  nonprofit, 
PeaceQuilts,  an  economic  development 
project  for  women  in  Haiti  who  make  art 
quilts  and  other  quilted  products.  •  Jeffrey 
Yarvis,  MSW’94,  was  awarded  the  Legion  of 
Merit  in  December  2019  after  successfully 
completing  his  tour  as  commander  of  the 
9th  Hospital  Center  and  ist  Medical 
Brigade-Rear  Provisional  from  December  15, 
2017,  to  December  12,  2019.  This  is  the 
culminating  point  of  a  33-year  Army  career. 
Jeffrey  is  also  coauthor  of  a  book.  Combat 
Social  Work:  Applying  the  Lessons  of  War  to 
the  Realities  of  Human  Services,  that  will 
be  published  by  Oxford  University  Press  in 
the  spring.  •  Tom  Broffman,  PhD’02,  who 
was  semiretired,  has  returned  to  teaching 
full-time  at  Anna  Maria  College  in  Paxton. 
He  teaches  in  both  the  BSW  and  MSW 
programs.  He  lives  in  Danielson,  enjoying 
that  quiet  corner  of  Connecticut.  •  Heidi 
Hart-Gorman,  MSW’03,  MBA’03,  was 
promoted  to  assistant  dean  for  finance 
and  administration  at  Syracuse  University 
College  of  Law.  •  Lucianne  CoUado,  MSW’14, 
has  added  more  countries  to  her  list  of 
places  she’s  been  to!  She  opened  up  her  own 
private  practice  in  April  2019,  has  begun 
learning  to  play  the  drums,  and  moved  into 
her  first  home.  •  Liz  D’Onofrio,  MSW’14, 
MA’14,  opened  a  private  therapy  practice  in 
Melrose  and  started  operating  it  full-time  in 
July  2019.  •  Alexandria  Bouchard,  MSW’17, 
became  a  licensed  independent  clinical 
social  worker  in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire. 

•  Kiersten  Anderson,  MSW’19,  started  a 
full-time  job  as  a  medical  social  worker  in 
the  emergency  department  and  on  the 
inpatient  medical  floor  at  Emerson  Hospital 
in  Concord. 

Correspondent:  Elizabeth  Abbott  Wenger 
lizabbott@gmail.com 


CARROLL  SCHOOL 

Daniel  Fine,  MBA’66,  retired  in  2014  after 
43  years  as  a  stockbroker.  He  has  been 
married  53  years.  His  daughter  is  48,  and 
his  son  is  44.  •  Ed  Goldman,  MBA’68,  and 
his  wife,  Benita,  are  in  good  health  and 
dividing  their  time  between  Eoxborough 
and  Ocean  Edge  in  Brewster.  They  have 


two  boys  and  a  girl,  who  have  three  boys 
and  three  girls  between  them.  The  oldest 
grandkids  are  in  college  at  Union,  Gettysburg, 
and  Bryant.  Ed  and  Benita  have  done  a  bit 
of  traveling  in  the  last  year,  most  recently 
to  Eastern  Europe  in  September.  In  late 
September,  they  won  a  Primary  Award 
for  their  1967  Lincoln  convertible  at  the 
Middle  America  meeting  of  Lincoln  and 
Gontinental  Owners  Glub  in  Poughkeepsie, 
NY.  •  James  Da  Costa,  MBA’72,  retired 
after  many  years  of  working.  He  wrote, 
“Boston  College  business  education  was  a 
cornerstone  to  any  success  that  I  achieved. 
Accepted  on  a  conditional  status,  BC  took 
a  chance  on  me  for  which  I  will  always  be 
grateful.  [I]  focus  on  family,  investments, 
travel,  and  health.  Looking  to  share 
investment  strategies  with  BC  business 
grads.”  •  Franz  Garcia  de  Paredes,  MBA’83, 
reports:  “After  serving  one  year  (2016- 
2017)  as  governor  of  Rotary  International 
District  4240  (Gentral  America),  I  moved 
from  Panama  to  El  Salvador.  Here  I 
married  Karla  and  am  the  managing 
partner  of  Quantum  Consulting  Studio 
(corporate  finance  and  digital  marketing 
strategy).  I’m  also  a  finance  and  strategy 
consultant  for  renewable  energy  companies.” 
•  Paul  Backalenick,  MBA  87,  has  become  an 
author  since  selling  his  web  development 
company.  His  first  novel.  Development, 
is  on  Amazon.  •  Caitriona  Taylor,  MBA’o8, 
MA’i8,  was  hired  as  CEO  of  Girl  Scouts 
of  Eastern  Massachusetts  in  June  2019.  • 
Samuel  Martin,  MBA’02,  MS’02,  is  working 
at  SCS  Einancial  in  Boston,  which  is  a  $23 
billion  multi-family  office.  He  leads  their 
hedge  fund  research  and  manager  selection 
process.  •  Edward  Harris,  MBA’09,  began 
his  sixth  year  of  teaching  marketing 
strategy  as  an  adjunct  professor  in  the 
Haub  School  of  Business  at  Saint  Joseph’s 
University  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  also  chief 
marketing  officer  at  the  nonprofit  Valley 
Eorge  Tourism  and  Gonvention  Board. 
Correspondent:  John  Clifford 
clifford.jr@gmail.com 

CONNELL  SCHOOL 

Gloria  AntaU,  MS’87,  has  retired  from  her 
last  position  as  assistant  professor  at  the 
Prances  Payne  Bolton  School  of  Nursing  at 
Case  Western  Reserve  University.  She  and 
her  husband  divide  their  time  between 
Plymouth,  MA,  and  Pasadena,  CA.  Gloria 
now  spends  time  in  volunteer  activities 
concentrating  on  health.  •  Erin  Mathews 
Jensen,  MS’o6,  achieved  the  academic  rank 
of  instructor  of  medicine  at  Mayo  Clinic 
College  of  Medicine,  where  she  continues 
to  work  as  a  hospitalist  in  internal 
medicine.  •  Danielle  Zito,  MS’07,  was 
married  in  2018  and  had  her  first  child 
in  August  2019.  She  recently  moved  her 
psychiatric  practice,  Boston  Psychiatric 
Care,  to  West  Roxbury  from  Jamaica  Plain 
and  hired  another  clinician. 

Correspondent:  Katy  Phillips 
katyelphillips@gmail.com 


LYNCH  SCHOOL 

Andre  Millette,  MEd’58,  is  a  religious 
brother,  retired  in  Alfred,  ME.  His  pastime 
is  upgrading  old  furniture.  “That  is  all 

I  can  do  at  94,”  he  writes.  •  Mary  Friel, 
MEd’63,  PhD’80,  writes,  “After  55  years 
of  life  and  ministry  in  Connecticut,  I  have 
relocated  to  Boston.  I  live  in  a  small  SND 
community  that  is  within  walking  distance 
of  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  the  oldest  public 
arboretum  in  North  America.  As  a  recently 
trained  docent,  I  lead  small  groups  on  tours 
from  mid- April  thru  mid- November.  There 
is  no  admission  fee.  It  would  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  give  guided  tours  to  all  groups 
of  the  Boston  College  community.”  •  After 

II  years  as  director  of  the  private  Eondation 
ONA  in  Morocco,  Hassan  Ez-Zaim,  MA’oi, 
has  moved  to  the  public  sector,  having  been 
appointed  director  of  art  and  culture  at 
foundation  Mohammed  VI  for  Social 
Services.  •  Karen  Hebert-Maccaro,  PhD’o8, 
is  excited  to  share  that  she  has  recently 
re-entered  academia  after  many  years  in 
industry  by  returning  to  Babson  College 

as  the  CEO  of  Babson  Executive  Education. 

•  Cary  Crawford,  MAT3,  just  moved  this 
past  summer  to  Hong  Kong  for  a  job  as  a 
school  counselor  at  an  international  school. 

•  Todd  Reeves,  PhDT3,  has  been  promoted 
to  associate  professor  with  tenure  at 
Northern  Illinois  University.  •  Moriah 
Billup,  MAT7,  accepted  a  new  position 

as  assistant  director  of  annual  giving  at 
Saint  Anselm  College  in  Manchester,  NH. 

•  Alex  Crockford  Luisi,  MAT8,  became  care 
manager  at  Cleveland  State  University. 
Correspondent:  Marianne  Lucas  Lescher 
malescher@aol.com 


MORRISSEY  SCHOOL 

After  a  career  on  Wall  Street  and  a  stint  as 
executive  director  of  a  nonprofit  advocating 
financial  literacy,  Carol  Gautieri  O’Rourke, 
MA’68,  has  started  a  financial  coaching 
business:  SHOR  financial  Wellness. 
Drawing  from  her  background,  SHOR 
offers  financial  coaching  as  an  employee 
benefit.  She  says  that  it’s  exciting  to  start 
a  new  venture  at  this  point  in  her  life!  • 
Gene  Reineke,  MA’79,  became  the 
chairman  of  Hawthorne  Strategy  Group 
earlier  this  year  and  also  was  recognized  as 
the  Public  Relations  Professional  of  the 
Year  by  PRSA  Chicago  (Chicago  Chapter  of 
the  Public  Relations  Society  of  America).  • 
Timothy  Gillane,  MA’76,  has  been  elected 
to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Pomfret 
Public  Library.  He  and  his  wife,  Pat,  retired 
from  their  careers  as  lawyers  in  New  York  a 
few  years  ago  and  have  lived  in  the  woods 
of  Pomfret,  CT,  since  2007.  •  Arlette  Hoch 
Cassidy,  MEd’89,  CAES’89,  has  been  the 
school  psychologist  at  the  Gengras  Center 
of  the  University  of  Saint  Joseph  for  the  last 
26  years.  •  Kate  Lynch  Castonguay,  MA’92, 
is  living  and  working  in  beautiful  Marin 
County,  CA,  running  the  political 
compliance  section  of  California’s  leading 
government  and  political  law  firm.  She 
has  been  happily  married  for  13  years 
to  husband  Mark,  and  they  have  two 


wonderful  sons.  Jack  (12)  and  Kit  (ii).  • 
Laura  Leming,  EMI,  PhD’oo,  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  University  of 
Dayton’s  Trailblazing  Women  of  2019.  • 
John  Falcone,  PhD’15,  published  an  article, 
“Body  and  Spirit  Together:  Theatre  of  the 
Oppressed,  Pragmatist  Semiotics,  and 
Practical  Theological  Method,”  in  ARTS: 
The  Arts  in  Religious  and  Theological  Studies. 
Correspondent:  Leslie  Poole  Petit 
lpoolepetit@gmail.com 
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Robert  Mosher,  MDiv’8o,  has  met  many 
families  this  year  who  are  camped  out  in 
the  streets  of  Juarez,  Mexico,  seeking 
asylum  in  the  U.S.  after  traveling  from 
states  in  southern  Mexico  and  the  Central 
American  countries  of  Honduras, 
Nicaragua,  and  Guatemala.  He  has  been 
director  of  the  Columban  Mission  Center 
for  the  past  eight  years.  •  Edward  Brown, 
MDiv’8i,  is  now  the  director  of  formation 
for  the  Missionaries  of  La  Salette.  •  Paul 
Morrissey,  OSA,  DMI’Bz,  wrote  an  article 
on  meeting  Jesus  Christ  in  prison  when  he 
visited  a  criminally  insane  murderer.  Titled 
“I  Won’t  Hurt  You,”  it  was  published  in 
Commonweal  this  past  summer.  •  Rev. 

David  O’Leary,  STL’90,  has  been  appointed 
pastor  of  Good  Shepherd  Parish  in 
Wayland,  worshipping  at  Saint  Ann  Church 
and  at  Saint  Zepherin  Church,  by  Cardinal 
Sean  O’Malley.  He  was  also  appointed 
convener  of  the  Wayland  Interfaith  Leaders 
Association.  •  Mary  MacDonald,  MA’99, 
and  her  husband  are  working  to  develop 
private  gardens  for  theraputic  benefit  to 
members  of  the  Topsfield  community.  She 
writes:  “Please  visit  our  website,  rest-stop- 
ranch.com,  to  learn  about  the  free-of-charge 
programs  at  our  home  in  Topsfield,  serving 
long-term-care  givers  and  receivers — 
individual  and  group  support  for  caregivers. 
Memory  Cafe  in  the  Garden,  wheelchair- 
accessible  gardens,  and  horticultural 
therapy!”  •  Kyle  Turner,  MA’02,  recently 
became  director  of  university  ministry 
at  Regis  University,  a  Jesuit  Catholic 
university  in  Denver.  He  feels  blessed  to 
work  with  a  team  of  eight  professional 
ministers  and  25  student  ministers.  Kyle 
lives  in  the  Denver  area  with  his  wife, 
Kristin,  and  daughters  Abigail  Hope  and 
Siena  Grace.  •  David  Scholl,  MDiv’09,  and 
his  wife,  EUen,  welcomed  their  son,  Peter 
Charles,  into  the  world  on  August  31,  2019. 

•  Marlene  DeLeon,  MTS’09,  and  her  husband, 
Tom,  have  made  three  pilgrimages  since 
January  2018.  The  most  recent  was  with 
their  daughter’s  in-laws  from  Paris  on  80 
miles  of  the  Chemin  de  Saint  Jacques  in 
early  September.  The  family’s  youngest  of 
three  grandsons  was  born  in  June.  She  says 
that  her  work  as  a  chaplain  at  a  community 
hospital  is  a  blessing  in  ongoing  spiritual 
formation.  •  Since  2017,  Sandra  Dorsainvil, 
MA’09,  has  been  director  for  short-term 
mission  at  International  Ministries.  •  Jerzy 
Auguscik,  OEM,  MA’io,  went  on  an  eight- 
day  pilgrimage  in  May  to  Bethlehem, 


Nazareth,  and  Jerusalem  with  Holy  Cross 
Church  in  New  Britain,  CT.  Then,  in 
September,  as  a  part  of  his  home  vacation 
to  Poland,  he  traveled  to  Kenya  for  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  Eranciscan 
Conventual  Province,  named  St.  Erancis 
of  Assisi.  He  did  his  theological  studies 
for  priestly  formation  at  Tangaza  College 
in  Nairobi,  graduating  in  1993,  and  got  his 
first  assignment  in  Ruiri  Parish  in  Meru 
Diocese.  His  newest  assignment  is  as 
administrator  of  two  parishes,  St.  Monica 
and  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Altoona- 
Johnstown  Diocese,  Pennsylvania. 

•  Cristina  Richie,  ThM’12,  PhD’i6,  had 
her  first  monograph.  Principles  of  Green 
Bioethics:  Sustainability  in  Health  Care, 
published  by  Michigan  State  University 
Press  (2019).  Her  work  proposes  four 
principles  for  environmentally  sustainable 
health  care:  distributive  justice,  resource 
conservation,  simplicity,  and  ethical 
economics.  •  Thomas  t^alen,  MTS’12, 
accepted  the  position  of  director  of  campus 
ministry  at  Nardin  Academy,  an  all-girls 
Catholic  High  School  in  Buffalo,  NY, 
founded  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Heart 

of  Mary.  •  Cesar  Boc,  MDiv’13,  began  a 
new  job  as  development  coordinator  at  the 
Center  for  Migration  Studies  of  New  York, 
a  think  tank  devoted  to  the  study  of  migration. 

•  Brian  Lewin,  MTS’13,  married  Nicola 
Garat  on  October  12,  2019,  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Memorial  Chapel  at  the  College  of  the  Holy 
Cross.  They  are  both  undergraduate  alumni 
of  the  College.  •  Andy,  MA’15,  and  Sarah 
(Attwood)  Otto,  MDiv’i2,  welcomed  their 
second  child,  Oscar,  in  July,  joining  their 
3-year-old,  Eva. 

School  of  Theology  sf  Ministry 
stmalum@bc.edu 

WCAS 

At  the  Mass  for  deceased  alumni  on 
November  3, 1  (Jane  Crimlisk  ’74)  spent 
some  time  with  Kathie  Cantwell-McCarthy 
’75.  While  sitting  together  at  the  reception, 
Kathie  shared  her  tailgating  experience 
at  the  BC  football  games  and  the  many 
changes  on  campus,  including  the  new 
recreation  complex.  I  also  saw  Colleen 
Carney  ’91,  MS’14,  and  her  sister,  Cathleen 
Carney  Delorie  ’92.  It  was  wonderful 
seeing  both  Colleen  and  Cathy  because 
I  knew  their  father,  John  Carney  ’70,  who 
was  a  graduate  of  the  Woods  College  when 
it  was  the  Evening  College.  John  died  in 
June  2019.  May  he  rest  in  peace.  •  After 
the  Mass  and  ceremony  for  BC  veterans 
in  November,  I  met  Douglas  Casey,  whom 
I  knew  from  both  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury.  Douglas  was  with  his  brother, 
Thomas  Casey  ’90,  who  is  a  VP  at  Citizens 
Bank  in  Chicago,  IL.  •  Ryan  Peffer,  MS’17, 
was  recently  promoted  to  associate  head 
golf  coach  at  Boston  College.  He  also  serves 
as  the  director  of  instruction  at  Lynx  Golf 
Academy  in  Back  Bay.  •  Shermaine  Estwick, 
MS’19,  wrote:  “A  long  overdue  trip  to 
Barbados  was  amazing — just  like  my 
2019  graduation!” 

Correspondent:  Jane  T.  Crimlisk  ’74 
crimliskp@gmail.com 
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OBITUARIES 


BOSTON  COLLEGE 
ALUMNI  DEATHS 

I94OS 

George  B.  McManama  ’41  on 
10/20/19. 

Kevin  J.  Bowers  ’45,  MA’51,  on 
9/30/19. 

Ernest  J.  Granstein  ’45  on  8/24/19. 
Lonis  P.  Sammartino  ’47  on 
11/23/19. 

Eugene  F.  Nash  ’48  on  11/13/19. 
Ralph  E.  Casey  ’49  on  3/22/19. 
Albert  J.  Cass  Jr.  ’49  on  9/3/19. 
William  E.  Cohan  ’49,  MS’51,  on 
11/14/19. 

Robert  P.  Collins  ’49  on  2/23/18. 
J.  Albert  Lyneh,  JD’49,  on 
11/18/19. 

Leo  J.  Monaghan,  MS’49,  on 
11/27/19. 

William  P.  Morrissey  ’49  on 
9/26/19. 

I95OS 

Hilda  Carey,  RSCJ,  NC’50  on 
9/16/19. 

Dennis  E.  Creedon  Jr.  ’50  on 
11/24/19. 

Marshall  M.  Dranetz,  Esq., 

JD’50,  on  12/13/19. 

Charles  Haley  ’50  on  11/25/19. 
Russell  F.  Mahoney  ’50  on 
11/7/19. 

Mauriee  C.  Poissant  ’50  on 
9/9/19. 

Frank  A.  Ruberto  ’50,  MEd’54, 
on  9/21/19. 

Franeis  E.  Antonellis  ’51  on 
11/8/19. 

Wilfred  J.  Baraniek,  Esq.,  ’51, 
JD’56,  MBA’70,  on  9/3/19. 

Conrad  J.  Bletzer  Sr.  ’51,  JD’57, 
on  12/29/19. 

John  William  Carley  ’51  on 
5/10/19. 

Richard  F.  Goggin  ’51  on  10/22/19. 
Thomas  J.  Joyce  ’51  on  12/14/19. 
Cornelius  J.  McLarney  ’51  on 
10/4/19. 

Ernest  Provencher  Jr.  ’51  on 
11/20/19. 

Clifton  G.  Rockwell  ’51  on 

10/2/19. 

Rosarie  Edwards  Ducey  ’52  on 
10/8/19. 

Paul  A.  Lockwood  Jr.  ’52  on 
12/15/19. 

Francis  L.  McGonagle  ’52  on 
10/13/19. 

Stanley  L.  Saperstein  ’52  on 
12/30/19. 

Francis  A.  Sullivan,  STL’52,  on 
10/23/19. 

Estelle  T.  Bernardin  ’53  on 
12/4/19. 

Donald  E.  Burger  ’53  on  12/12/19. 
William  J.  Carroll  ’53  on 
12/19/19. 
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Edward  P.  Nordberg,  MA’53,  on 
10/27/19. 

Joan  Rooney  Wilkicki  ’53  on 
9/28/19. 

Lucille  Joy  Becker  NC’54  on 
10/29/19. 

George  T.  Boner  ’54  on  9/13/19. 
Albert  E.  Good  ’54,  JD’59,  on 
10/23/19. 

Ralph  J.  Lambert,  MS’54,  on 
12/19/19. 

John  J.  Lynch  Jr.  ’54  on  10/24/19. 
Helen  Ward  Sperry  Mannix 
NC’54  on  11/9/19. 

Paul  D.  Sullivan  ’54,  MBA’64,  on 
12/6/19. 

David  L.  Barker  ’55  on  10/18/19. 
Francis  T.  Donahue  ’55  on 
9/11/19. 

Ralph  L.  Donnelly  Jr.  ’55  on 

9/8/19. 

Helen  Tallent  Gillam  ’55  on 
9/6/19. 

Dalia  Skudzinskaite  Ivaska 
NC’55,  MEd’67,  on  11/20/19. 

Paul  J.  Looney  ’55  on  11/15/19. 
Donald  M.  Miner  ’55  on  12/6/19. 
Patricia  Finn  Moriatry  NC’55  on 
11/25/19. 

George  E.  Morrissey  ’55  on 
11/30/19. 

Paul  A.  Roche  ’55  on  11/25/19. 
Charlotte  M.  Bisson,  MA’56,  on 
10/23/19. 

Mary  Ellen  Connell  Colley  ’56 
on  10/14/19. 

Mary  Hamlin  Fleck,  MSW’56,  on 
11/21/19. 

Francis  X.  Irwin  ’56,  MSW’70, 
on  10/30/19. 

Joseph  P.  Jepsen  ’56  on  11/25/19. 
Janice  Casey  Monaghan, 

MEd’56,  on  7/16/19. 

Richard  A.  Pearson  ’56  on  10/22/19. 
Robert  P.  Pelletier  ’56  on  11/11/19. 
Leo  E.  Power  Jr.  ’56,  MA’64, 
MBA’72,  on  11/22/19. 

Irene  Morin  Remillard,  MS’56, 
on  5/10/19. 

Donald  F.  Winslow  ’56  on  11/6/19. 
Thomas  A.  Ahearn,  MM,  ’57  on 
9/2/19. 

Howard  F.  Aucoin  ’57  on  12/15/19. 
Phyllis  K.  Hemmer  Clarke  ’57  on 
9/11/19. 

Charles  E.  Doherty  ’57  on 
10/28/19. 

Francis  Gallagher  ’57  on  8/2/19. 
Richard  A.  Gallant  ’57,  MBA’69, 
on  8/30/19. 

Robert  C.  McCole  ’57  on  12/19/19. 
Gerald  T.  Palmer  ’57  on  10/28/19. 
Paul  V.  Shea  ’57  on  12/2/19. 

John  M.  Twombly  Jr.  ’57, 

DEd’84,  on  11/13/19. 

Philip  White,  CFX,  MA’57,  on 
10/15/19. 

Paul  J.  Hannan  ’58  on  9/1/19. 


Robert  T.  Kent  ’58  on  11/1/19. 
Mary  E.  Lally  ’58  on  9/8/19. 
Thomas  A.  Leonard  ’58  on 
10/21/19. 

Alice  Donahoe  Lynch  ’58  on 
12/6/19. 

Paul  D.  Murphy  ’58  on  11/11/19. 
Richard  J.  Nolan  ’58  on  12/2/19. 
Catherine  M.  Whipple  ’58  on 
10/31/19. 

Lorraine  Bonvouloir  Blais  ’59  on 

9/3/19. 

Mary  McCrohan  Brown  ’59  on 
12/18/19. 

Faith  M.  Buckley  ’59  on  8/29/19. 
Robert  W.  Connelly  ’59  on 
4/23/19. 

Armand  G.  Martineau  ’59  on 
12/18/19. 

Thomas  J.  Norton  ’59  on  12/11/19. 
Patricia  A.  O’Neill  NC’59  on 
10/3/19. 

Thomas  M.  Sullivan  ’59, 

MBA’64,  on  10/13/19. 

Arthur  Brennan  Walsh,  MEd’59, 
on  12/11/19. 

1960s 

Anthony  J.  Abraham  ’60  on 
12/16/19. 

Charles  E.  Brophy  ’60  on  11/21/19. 
John  T.  Doherty  ’60  on  9/27/19. 
MaryAnne  Gormley  Johnson  ’60 

on  9/23/19. 

Joan  M.  Keefe,  MSSW’60,  on 
9/26/19. 

Thomas  A.  Keough  ’60  on  10/29/19. 
John  D.  Lapean,  MEd’60,  on 
8/21/19. 

Brenda  Koehler  Laundry  NC’60 
on  9/28/19. 

Paul  V.  Lyons  ’60  on  10/7/19. 
Philip  A.  Minichiello  ’60  on 
11/19/19. 

Alphonse  P.  Petrosino  ’60  on 
12/15/19. 

Jean  A.  Robinson  ’60  on  11/9/19. 
Ronald  E.  Walsh  ’60  on  12/5/19. 
James  E.  Welch  ’60  on  11/7/19. 
Diane  D.  Bennett  ’61  on  10/21/19. 
Raymond  I.  Bruttomesso,  JD’61, 
on  11/30/19. 

WUliam  J.  Genova  ’61  on  11/5/19. 
Gerald  P.  Hynes  ’61  on  10/3/19. 
Helen  McCarthy  NC’61  on 
11/28/19. 

Raymond  F.  Murphy,  JD’61,  on 
12/22/19. 

James  T.  Murray  ’61  on  11/18/19. 
John  B.  St.  Paul  ’61  on  11/11/19. 
Andrew  J.  Carbone  ’62  on  8/24/19. 
Albert  M.  D’Ercole  ’62  on  8/29/19. 
Richard  P.  Dillon  ’62  on  10/10/19. 
Walter  R.  Ducharme  ’62  on 
11/27/19. 

John  R.  Hennigan  ’62  on  10/30/19. 
Mary  Ellen  Tome!  Kiernan  ’62 
on  9/26/19. 


Helen  Marie  Poirier,  SUSC,  ’62, 
MA’68,  on  10/18/19. 

Robert  E.  Sylvia,  JD’62,  on 
10/25/19. 

Joseph  J.  Dubois  ’63,  MA’65,  on 
12/12/19. 

Edmund  C.  Duffy  ’63  on  10/17/19. 
Lawrence  A.  Dysart  Jr.  ’63  on 
12/2/19. 

Thomas  H.  Fitzpatrick  ’63  on 
12/7/19. 

Sandford  T.  Gallagher  ’63  on 
11/19/19. 

Marilyn  Kuhn  Richardson 
NC’63  on  12/20/19. 

Sally  Burton  Sonnichsen  NC’63 
on  11/29/19. 

Barry  F.  Daley  ’64  on  9/7/19. 
Kevin  P.  McCabe  ’64  on  9/7/19. 
Eileen  McCarthy  McDonald 
NC’64  on  5/13/19. 

Catherine  Bailey  Urban 
Morris-Eck  NC’64  on  11/24/19. 
Anne  Donovan  Mudd,  MSW’64, 
on  12/15/19. 

William  D.  Murphy  Jr.  ’64  on 
11/1/19. 

Anthony  J.  Santoro  ’64  on  9/9/19. 
Richard  J.  Shea  ’64  on  11/4/19. 
Eugene  R.  Sullivan  ’64  on 
10/10/19. 

Thomas  E.  Towle  ’64  on  10/6/19. 
Helen  Berman  Abrahams  ’65  on 
11/10/19. 

Louis  E.  Cercone  ’65  on  9/22/19. 
Peter  J.  Cooke  HI  ’65  on  12/15/19. 
Robert  E.  Dobrzynski  ’65  on 
3/13/19. 

Jane  Garland  Doherty  ’65  on 
11/20/19. 

Peter  G.  Femino  Jr.  ’65  on 
10/13/19. 

Eugene  T.  Kelly  Jr.  ’65,  MBA’72, 
on  11/5/19. 

Richard  A.  Lee  ’65  on  8/15/19. 
John  M.  Mackin  ’65  on  6/11/19. 
Robert  F.  McLaughlin  ’65  on 
10/29/19. 

William  A.  Reilly  Jr.  ’65  on 

8/23/19. 

Lorraine  Arsenault,  PM,  ’66  on 
4/13/19. 

Robert  P.  Beauregard,  MEd’66, 
on  10/30/19. 

David  B.  Brown,  MA’66,  on 
9/15/19. 

David  J.  Calchera  ’66  on  7/19/19. 
Annette  Cohen  Hrkel,  MSW’66, 
on  12/17/18. 

Ronald  S.  Maclachlan  ’66  on 
11/13/19. 

Richard  H.  McCormack  ’66  on 
9/29/19. 

Stephen  C.  Bachle  ’67  on  7/23/19. 
William  D.  Dunn  ’67  on  11/21/19. 
Maria  Metzler  Johnson  NC’67  on 
11/25/19. 


Allen  C.  Watkins  ’67  on  11/4/19. 
Thomas  H.  Dunn  Jr.  ’68, 

MBA’71,  on  12/4/19. 

John  P.  Godfrey  Jr.  ’68  on  10/23/19. 
Mary  L.  Lovering,  MS’68,  on 
9/2/19. 

Daniel  W.  O’Leary  ’68  on  12/14/19. 
Jane  E.  Belliveau  Driscoll  ’69  on 
12/16/19. 

William  C.  Drummond,  MA’69, 
on  10/30/19. 

Francis  J.  Farrell  ’69  on  12/21/19. 
Richard  G.  Lennon  ’69  on 
10/29/19. 

Bernard  K.  Walsh,  BD’69,  on 
2/25/19. 
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Robert  E.  Aspell  ’70  on  7/9/19. 
Eugene  Barry,  MEd’70,  CAES’78, 
on  10/13/19. 

Kathleen  J.  Sullivan  Blake  ’70  on 
9/30/19. 

Marija  Vaivads  Bryant,  MA’70, 
on  11/16/19. 

Casimir  R.  Bukala,  SJ,  PhD’70, 
on  10/23/19. 

Michael  J.  Forsythe  ’70  on 
9/30/19. 

Joan  Farrell  Monaghan  ’70  on 
11/9/19. 

Thomas  P.  Riordan  ’70  on  11/9/19. 
Katherine  Hawkins  Stromberg 
NC’70  on  11/10/19. 

Mary  DeStefano  Allegra  ’71  on 
8/20/19. 

Linda  L.  Hogan,  MSW’71,  on 
8/30/19. 

Robert  F.  Maguire  ’71  on  9/1/19. 
George  W.  Perkins  Jr.  ’71  on 
12/6/19. 

Joseph  F.  Sylva  ’71  on  10/8/19. 
Theodore  C.  Tracy  ’71  on 
10/21/19. 

Edwin  J.  Allard  Ill  ’72  on 
11/15/19. 

George  E.  Cain  ’72  on  2/27/19. 
Mary  Morra  Eckel  ’72  on 
5/25/19. 

John  F.  Eichorn  ’72  on  10/22/19. 
Joseph  P.  Flanagan  ’72  on 
8/21/19. 

John  S.  Kacewicz  ’72  on  9/13/19. 
Kevin  M.  McCabe  ’72  on  12/2/19. 
Brendon  F.  Shea  ’72  on  10/8/19. 
Hugh  M.  Taylor,  MBA’72,  on 
6/21/18. 

Nancy  M.  Benecchi  ’73  on  11/16/19. 
Mary  Ellen  Hughes  Burke  ’73, 
MEd’79,  on  12/17/19. 

Scott  G.  Cameron,  MBA’73,  on 
11/26/19. 

Eredric  J.  Hyder  Jr.  ’73  on 
9/23/19. 

Martin  J.  Mclnerney  ’73  on 
9/6/19. 

Lester  R.  McNulty  ’73  on  8/1/19. 
Linda  Ann  D’Ambrosio  Papa  ’73 

on  11/9/19. 


Agnes  Stapleton,  SNDdeN, 
MEd’73,  on  8/27/19. 

Nicola  Micozzi  Jr.,  MST’74,  on 
11/2/19. 

Thomas  W.  Sullivan  ’75  on 
7/20/19. 

Stewart  D.  Bayuk  ’76  on  12/11/19. 
Carolyn  E.  Caldwell,  MEd’76,  on 
8/28/19. 

Donald  de  Camara  ’76  on  9/28/19. 
Jane  C.  Fitzsimmons,  MEd’76, 
PhD’89,  on  9/30/19. 

Kathleen  D.  Seidel  ’76  on  11/3/19. 
Brian  W.  Sullivan  ’76  on 
12/18/19. 

August  Louis  Thompson, 

MEd’76,  on  8/11/19. 

Helen  M.  Beatty  Wessling  ’76  on 
10/25/19. 

Paula  Hassam  ’78  on  8/27/19. 
Richard  Anthony  McGee  ’78  on 
9/19/19. 

Susan  E.  Palter,  MEd’78,  on 
3/8/19. 

Susan  Welt  ’78  on  9/11/19. 

Stanley  J.  Alexander,  MEd’79, 
on  9/7/19. 

Michael  A.  Burke,  PhD’79,  on 
11/12/19. 

Frederick  Robert  Carter,  MS’79, 
PhD’84,  on  5/8/19. 

Michael  A.  McOsker  ’79  on 
11/17/19. 

1980s 

Robert  J.  Anton  ’80  on  10/4/19. 
Bernard  J.  Campbell,  OFMCap, 
CAES’80,  on  11/25/19. 

Jewel  M.  Renna,  CND,  MA’80, 
on  12/22/19. 

Michael  J.  Young  ’80  on  10/30/19. 
Neal  A.  Zuck ’80  on  11/1/19. 
Alexander  M.  Joyce  ’81  on 
9/17/19. 

Phyllis  A.  Marino,  MSW’81,  on 
10/12/19. 

Peter  Grandell,  MEd’82,  on 
11/25/19. 

Margaret  M.  Judge,  SSND, 
MEd’82,  on  8/10/19. 

Gabrielle  Balch  Mazza,  MSW’82, 
on  11/16/19. 

Debora  A.  Carmichael  ’83, 
MA’88,  PhD’96,  on  10/18/19. 
Robert  D.  Pritchard  ’83,  MA’87, 
on  5/16/19. 

Nicodemo  Scarfo  ’83  on  10/2/19. 
Annice  M.  Callahan,  RSCJ, 
PhD’84,  on  8/10/19. 

Pasquale  J.  D’Orsi,  JD’84,  on 
11/16/19. 

Forster  W.  Freeman,  DMin’84, 
on  11/5/19. 

Robert  A.  Baxter  Jr.  ’85  on 
11/27/19. 

Gail  Lancaster  Bickford, 

MSW’85,  on  11/16/19. 


Anne  Marie  Gallonio,  MSW’85, 
on  10/4/19. 

Baaju  Izuchi,  CSSp,  MA’85,  on 
8/14/19. 

Michael  Francis  O’Neill  ’85  on 
11/16/19. 

Sandra  Marie  Denny,  MEd’86, 
on  9/8/19. 

Melinda  Weiss-Boronski, 
MSW’86,  on  8/23/19. 

Rebecca  B.  Kasper,  MS’88,  on 
5/8/19. 

John  Peter  Manning  ’88  on 
8/30/19. 

Michael  Daniel  Boucher  ’89  on 
10/5/19. 

Donna  Sue  Linderman,  MBA’89, 
on  8/21/19. 

Matthew  R.  Tobin  ’89  on  10/2/19. 
Patricia  Tomlin,  SSJ,  MA’89,  on 
8/27/18. 
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Bruce  B.  Burnett,  DSW’90,  on 
10/12/19. 

Susan  Rebello  Black  ’91  on 
9/3/19. 

Terry  Jean  Proulx,  MEd’91,  on 
8/17/19. 

Patricia  Brennan  Leary, 
MBA’92,  on  9/23/19. 

Robert  L.  Harris,  MEd’93,  on 
6/11/19. 

Beth  A.  Lojko  Donovan  ’94  on 
9/28/19. 

David  Madden  ’95  on  11/4/19. 


Christopher  P.  Neault  ’95  on 
12/19/19. 

Natasha  Swamp,  MBA’95,  on 
11/2/19. 

June  A.  Davenport  ’96  on  10/5/19. 
Jeffrey  L.  Gubitosi  ’96  on  8/19/19. 
Paula  Louise  Michaud,  PhD’96, 
on  10/16/19. 

Patrick  Raymond  Salmon  ’96  on 
11/27/19. 

John  L.  Wassenaar  ’96  on 
10/14/19. 

2000s 

Julie  Venditti,  MA’04,  on 
11/19/19. 

Dominic  F.  Giarratani,  MBA’05, 
on  8/28/19. 

Peter  Frates  ’07  on  12/9/19. 

Stefan  Scoon  ’07  on  10/17/19. 
Robert  H.  Veno  II,  MS’09,  on 
11/9/19. 

Clement  A.  Youssef,  MA’09,  on 
5/31/19. 

20I0S 

David  S.  Francazio  ’ll  on  9/5/19. 
Bethany  Kieran  Haile,  PhD’ 11, 
on  11/6/19. 

Susan  Mary  Sweet  Mooney  ’12 
on  8/29/19. 

2020s 

Patrick  Joseph  Walsh  ’23  on 
9/1/19. 


BOSTON  COLLEGE  COMMUNITY  DEATHS 

Hilda  Carey,  RSCJ,  NC’50,  of  Albany,  instructor  in  freshman  English 
from  1986  to  2015,  on  Sept.  16,  2019. 

Ee  Cho,  of  Natick,  an  employee  in  the  custodial  department  from 
1999  to  2019,  on  Dec.  17,  2019. 

Alberto  Codenzi,  of  Boston,  University  vice  provost  for  global 
engagement  from  2016  to  2019,  and  dean  of  the  School  of  Social  Work 
from  2001  to  2016,  on  Oct.  20, 2019. 

Jeanne  Harley  Cuillemin,  of  Cambridge,  professor  of  international 
relations  and  anthropology  from  1972  to  2006,  on  Nov.  15,  2019. 

Philip  J.  King,  of  Boston,  a  professor  of  Old  Testament  studies  from 
1984  to  1999,  on  Dec.  7,  2019. 

George  McManama  ’41,  of  Belmont,  a  physician  in  University  Health 
Services  from  1985  to  2008,  on  Oct.  20, 2019. 

Robert  Sforza,  of  Somerville,  a  mailroom  machine  operator  in  the 
mail  services  department  from  1968  to  2019,  on  Oct.  25,  2019. 

Elizabeth  Strain,  of  Brookline,  an  administrative  assistant  in  the 
registrar’s  office  and  at  the  Woods  College  of  Advancing  Studies 
from  1952  to  2010,  on  Dec.  28,  2019. 

Francis  A.  Sullivan,  SJ,  ofWeston,  a  professor  of  theology  from  1992  to 
2009,  on  Oct.  23,  2019. 


The  “Obituaries"  section  is  compiled  from  national  listings  as  well  as  from 
notifications  submitted  by  friends  and  family  of  alumni.  It  consists  of  names 
of  those  whose  deaths  have  been  report  to  us  since  the  previous  issue  of 
Boston  College  Magazine.  Please  send  information  on  deceased  alumni  to 
Advancement  Information  Systems,  Cadigan  Alumni  Center,  140  Commonwealth 
Avenue,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02467  or  to  infoserv@bc.edu. 
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Believe  in  BC 

ADVANCING  BOSTON  COLLEGE 


Your  opportunity  to  lead  with  the  best 


Founded  in  2002,  the  CWBC  is  a  thriving  council  of  the  Boston  College 
Alumni  Association  that  seeks  to  advance  the  role  of  alumnae  as  leaders 
and  engaged  members  of  the  BC  community.  As  BC’s  premier  alumnae 
council  approaches  its  third  decade,  we  asked  its  members  what’s  next. 


They  are  rising  captains  of  industry, 
self-made  entrepreneurs, 
accomplished  retired  executives, 
vocal  commimity  advocates,  and 
stay-at-home  moms.  They  are  also 
job-seeking  twenty-somethings, 
recently  minted  graduates,  and  aspiring  leaders. 
Composed  of  alumnae  who  had  from  Massachusetts 
to  Hawaii  and  who  represent  six  decades  of  Boston 
CoUege  history,  the  Council  for  Women  of  Boston 
CoUege  (CWBC)  is  the  destination  for  female  Eagles. 

“The  whole  concept  was  to  find  a  way  to  engage 
more  women  with  the  University,”  says  CWBC  Chair 
Kathleen  McGiUycuddy  NC’71.  “The  Cotmdl  is  a 
legitimate  effort  to  bring  more  women  into  active 
leadership  roles  within  the  BC  community.” 

The  Council’s  campus-  and  regionady-hosted 
programming  promotes  networking,  professional 
enrichment,  lifelong  learning,  service,  and 


Get  ready  to 
be  inspired, 
because 
that’s  how  I 
feel  when 
I’m  around 
this  group.” 

— Jeni  Hansen  ’oo, 
CWBC  Member 


community  among  all  BC  alumnae. 

Its  signature  events  include  career¬ 
coaching  seminars  known  as  The 
Journey  Series,  semiannual  meetings, 
the  CWBC  Colloquium,  and  numerous 
initiatives  for  students. 

“There  are  opportunities  to 
network,  share  thoughts  on  women’s 
issues,  and  share  our  backgrounds,” 
says  Won  Young  Giuriceo  ’95. 

“The  Council  members  who  have 
been  panelists  are  just  incredible. 

Their  journeys  led  them  to  become 
organic  vineyard  owners,  social 
media  entrepreneurs,  and  media  and 
technology  chief  executives — just  to 
name  a  few.  Thaf  s  our  social  network, 
united  by  our  common  love  for  Boston 
College  and  our  desire  to  propel  its 
women  forward.” 

In  2019,  the  CWBC  Colloquium 
brought  to  campus  Gayle  King,  co-host 
of  CBS  This  Morning.  Past  Colloquiums 
have  been  headlined  by  founder  and 
CEO  of  Girls  Who  Code,  Reshma 
Saujani  (2018);  engineer,  physician, 
and  the  first  African-American  woman 
in  space,  Mae  C.  Jemison  (2017);  then 
Democratic  National  Committee 
Interim  Chair  Donna  Brazile  and 
former  Republican  presidential  advisor 
Mary  Matalin  (2016);  and  former 
U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Madeleine 
Albright  (2015). 

“I  joined  the  Council  in  2015,”  says 
Jeni  Hansen  ’00.  “I  was  on  campus  for 
my  15th  reunion,  and  I  was  asked  to 
speak  during  Mass.  I  sat  down  in  the 
front  row  of  Conte  Forum  next  to  Ann 
Finck  ’66,  H’14,  whom  I  didn’t  know  at 
the  time.  We  struck  up  a  conversation 


about  my  time  at  BC,  and  she  asked  if  I 
had  any  interest  in  joining  the  CWBC. 
A  few  conversations  later,  I  was 
accepted  to  be  a  council  member,  and 
Ann  has  been  a  mentor  in  my  life 
ever  since.” 

Hansen’s  chance  encounter  with  the 
far-reaching  council  is  not  unique.  Take 
NoeUe  Grainger  ’93  for  example,  whose 
first  job  out  of  BC  was  with  JPMorgan 
as  a  junior  equity  analyst.  “Early  in  my 
career,  I  met  Pat  Bonan  ’79,  a  founding 
member  of  the  CWBC.  Pat  approached 
me  about  the  group,  and  I  was  quite 
keen  on  the  opportunity  to  broaden 
my  personal  and  professional  network 
while  also  staying  connected  to  BC.  I 
initially  deferred  membership  because 
I  had  just  had  my  first  child,  but  I 
ultimately  joined  in  2007.” 


Giuriceo  adds,  however,  that  the 
time  commitment  is  reasonable.  “The 
CWBC  connection  is  always  there,  but 
the  actual  commitment  is  realistic  for 
women  with  busy  lives.” 

As  the  Council  approaches  its 
third  decade,  it  aims  to  leave  less  to 
chance  when  it  comes  to  bringing  new 
members  under  its  wing.  “We  have 
this  gem  of  an  organization  within 
the  Boston  College  community,  and 
we  want  to  do  aU  we  can  to  make  it 
flourish,”  says  Kathleen.  “The  need  for 
female  leaders  is  greater  now  more 
than  ever.  We  are  making  a  strategic 
effort  to  add  new  members  to  ensure 
the  strength  and  longevity  of  the 
CWBC  in  the  Boston  College 
commimity  and  beyond.” 

According  to  Jeni  Hansen,  that’s 


where  you  come  in.  “We  aU  have 
something  to  give,  whether  if  s  time, 
talent,  or  treasure.  Many  of  us  have 
become  successful  because  of  the 
education  we  received  at  BC.  When  I’m 
talking  about  the  Council  with  fellow 
alumnae,  I  feel  honored  that  we  are 
able  to  connect  with  the  University 
and  each  other  in  such  a  meaningful 
way.”  She  adds,  “If  you  are  considering 
joining,  get  ready  to  be  inspired, 
because  thaf  s  how  I  feel  when  I’m 
around  this  group.” 


The  COUNCIL  FOR 

Women  \  cwbc 

of  BOSTON  COLLEGE 
BYTHE  NUMBERS 

1,671 

CWBC  Associate  Members 

174 

CWBC  Members 


46% 

of  CWBC  Associate  Members 
have  graduated  since  2009 


40+ 

Number  of  U.S.  states  and 
international  territories 
represented  on  the  Council 


To  learn  more  about  how  you  can  join  the  Council  for  Women  of  Boston  College, 
visit  bc.edu/cwbc  or  email  cwbc@bc.edu 


WHAT  I'VE  LEARNED 

Bernard  O’Kane  ’70 


Bernie  O'Kane  graduated  from  Boston  College  fifty  years  ago 
and  has  devoted  his  iife  to  the  University  ever  since,  it's  the 
oniy  piace  he's  ever  worked— he  started  in  financiai  aid,  spent 
neariy  two  decades  in  student  affairs,  has  been  the  director  of 
empioyee  deveiopment  since  1994,  and  has  no  pians  to  siow 
down  any  time  soon.  He's  earned  three  degrees  from  BC.  The 
iove  of  his  iife,  the  deceased  Patricia  O'Kane,  was  an  aium  (and 
a  seventeen-year  University  empioyee),  as  are  aii  three  of  their 
sons.  For  O'Kane,  then,  BC  has  been  a  iife's  journey.  We  asked 
him  to  teii  us  what  he's  iearned  so  far. 

I'm  the  youngest  of  three.  When  I  was  eight  months  old,  my 
father  died  of  cancer.  My  father’s  mother  and  his  aunt  invited  us  to 
live  in  their  home  in  Chesmut  Hdl.  We  hved  on  the  first  floor  and 
they  lived  on  the  second  floor.  All  the  men  in  these  women’s  lives 
had  died,  so  they  did  it  all.  We  had  no  income  in  my  family.  We  were 
on  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children,  which  is  now  called 
welfare.  My  mom  eventually  worked  in  a  puhhc  school  cafeteria,  and 
then  at  Pine  Manor  College. 

I  was  the  first  in  my  immediate  family  to  go  to  college.  When 
1  came  to  BC  1  felt  everybody  was  smarter,  wealthier,  and  better 
looking.  First-generation  students  harbor  incredible  self-doubt, 
but  at  BC,  1  was  given  the  opportunity  to  use  my  inteUigence, 
judgment,  and  skills  for  the  first  time.  Inviting  first-generation 
students  into  the  BC  community,  where  we  can  be  mentored  and 
supported,  is  phenomenal. 

Our  sons  all  graduated  from  BC.  Conor  was  a  theater /theol¬ 
ogy  double  major.  Drew  was  a  film  major,  and  Greg  was  a  theater 
major.  When  Greg  chose  theater,  1  questioned  the  decision.  He 
said,  “Dad,  your  advice  to  us  was  to  use  the  gifts  we  have  been 
given  and  apply  them  wherever  needed.”  And  1  said,  “You  are  cor¬ 
rect,  son.”  And  1  closed  my  mouth  because  he  was  right. 

BC  can't  survive  if  our  employees  remain  static.  The  expecta¬ 
tion  is  that  we  get  better,  all  of  us,  and  continue  to  learn.  Whether 
we  work  directly  with  students  or  not,  if  we  do  the  best  we  can 
every  day  in  our  work,  we  are  making  this  the  best  educational  expe¬ 
rience  for  our  students  that  it  could  possibly  be.  That’s  our  goal. 

I  am  excited  to  attend  a  new  course  or  program.  1  don’t  care 
if  I’m  the  oldest  person  in  the  room.  1  might  be  going  on  my  SOth 
year  here,  and  you  might  be  23  years  old,  but  I’m  willing  to  sit 
with  you  and  learn. 

Every  human  being  has  value  and  it  doesn't  matter  what  role 
we're  playing.  In  rehgious  terminology,  we’re  aU  God’s  children. 
Working  in  a  university  that’s  grounded  in  the  Ignatian  tradition 
has  deepened  my  spirituahty. 

Patty  retired  in  2015.  I’m  glad  she  did,  because  she  only  hved 


Bernie  O'Kane  at  his  home  in  Newton. 


two  and  a  half  more  years.  Back  in  ’84,  she  began  to  develop  an 
autoimmune  illness  that  presented  itself  as  psoriatic  arthritis.  It  hit 
a  crisis  in  2005,  when  she  was  unable  to  walk  for  three  months. 
Through  the  grace  of  talking  with  a  Jesuit,  we  learned  of  a  doctor. 
He  prescribed  medications  that  enabled  Patty  to  not  only  get  up 
and  walk,  and  work,  but  for  us  to  have  a  fuh  hfe.  Then  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of ’17,  a  number  of  additional  symptoms  began  to  develop. 

On  my  birthday  we  were  Skyping  with  the  boys  in  New  York  and 
my  son  said,  “Dad,  something’s  wrong.  You’ve  got  to  get  Mom 
to  the  hospital.”  Within  hours  she  was  in  the  ICU,  unconscious.  1 
never  got  to  speak  to  her  again.  She  died  about  three  weeks  later 
at  Mass  General.  We  were  married  for  forty-one  years — ^plus  five 
and  a  half  dating  years.  She  would  always  add  that  in! 

The  Boston  College  community  has  a  soul.  They  celebrate 
with  you  and  support  you  when  you’re  down.  But  that  doesn’t 
adequately  describe  the  love  that’s  here.  We  had  100  programs 
printed  for  Patty’s  funeral.  There  were  700  to  800  people  in  St. 
Ignatius  Church!  The  depth  of  that  support  is  extraordinary. 

I  have  learned  that  grieving  is  a  process.  Nothing  prepares  you 
to  understand  it,  to  grasp  the  depth  of  it.  I’ve  tried  to  allow  myself 
to  experience  it,  not  to  inteUectuahze  it  or  to  compartmentahze  it. 
It  is  learning  to  love  someone  in  a  new  way. 

With  Patty  I  learned  that  love  develops  and  strengthens 
through  becoming  more  vulnerable — allowing  someone  to  see 
your  weaknesses,  your  challenges,  to  enter  into  your  joy,  to  appre¬ 
ciate  your  differences  and  not  to  judge.  That’s  a  glorious  unfolding 
of  a  hfe  together  that  1  didn’t  anticipate.  We  always  said  that  indi- 
viduaUy  we  were  strong,  together  we  were  invincible.  ■ 
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stick  Together 

The  original  members  of  the  Boston  College  women's  hockey  team 
took  the  ice  together  for  the  first  time  in  more  than  forty  years  at  a 
ceremony  in  their  honor  in  December.  Thirty  former  players  and  coach¬ 
es,  along  with  their  families,  gathered  in  celebration  before  a  Boston 
College-Boston  University  game  at  Conte  Forum.  "I  told  everyone  I 
waited  forty-three  years  for  this  day,"  said  Reenie  Baker  Sansted  '78, 
who  founded  and  played  for  the  first-ever  BC  women's  ice  hockey  team 
in  1974.  Marveling  at  how  far  the  program  has  come  from  its  meager 
beginnings,  she  added:  "To  see  the  BC  women  in  full  uniforms  playing 
so  well,  it  just  makes  my  heart  swell."  —Jacqueline  Tempera 
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FIND  OUT  ON  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  18,  2020 


I  bc.edu/givingdayi 


on  March  i8  to  join  in  • 


